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Dear Friends, 

The disciples heard Jesus’ invitation, dropped their nets, and followed...THIS changes everything.  
The woman touched the cloak of Jesus, was healed, and trembled...THIS changes everything.  
The crowd saw the blind man crying for Jesus, and sternly hushed...THIS changes everything.  
The rich man asked Jesus about eternal life, and grieved...THIS changes everything.  
The Pharisees heard Jesus teach with authority, and rebuked...THIS changes everything.  
The soldier saw Jesus forgive from the cross, and wondered...THIS changes everything.  
Mary found the tomb empty and proclaimed...THIS changes everything.  

Real lives, real reactions. What about you? What 
about your youth? What changes for you when you 
encounter Jesus? 

THIS is the deep and challenging question The 
Synod Journey to the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 
will be exploring. What is THIS? What changes? 
What is everything? Real questions, for real lives.  

I share these words written by our NEMN Synod 
Journey planning team as an invitation to the whole congregation to spiritually 
journey with the 35 youth and 7 adults who will be traveling to Galveston, TX, for 
three days of service and then on to Houston for the ELCA Youth Gathering.  

Throughout the season of Lent we will explore TOGETHER how God’s call, God’s 
love, God’s grace, God’s hope, and ultimately God’s son – changes everything!   

We pray you’ll join us and explore what THIS means in your life and in your faith.  

Join us in worship. Join us in Bible study. Join us on the Journey.  

How might you be changed this Lenten season and beyond? 

In peace,  

Pastor Erika
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Prayers for strength, comfort and healing... 
Bruce Femling,  

David Schliek, Beth Selinger 

Deb Bergstrom RN 
Parish Nurse 
Spiritual Gifts Coordinator 
deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org 

Deb’s Office Hours: Monday 9-1 and 
Thursdays 8:30-11. 

Greetings! 

Grief is a many-faceted emotion that all of us face at 
one time or another. Most of us relate grief to a loss, 
whether it is a loved one, a divorce, a job loss or other 
significant changes that affect our day-to-day lives. We 
have had many in our church ask if we would consider 
starting a grief support group, and, after discussion, we 
have decided to go ahead and form a group. I have 
been working with both pastors, and I feel that the Holy 
Spirit is nudging us along. Our first group will be on 
Monday, February 19, from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the 
Fireside Room. I have found an 8-week model that we 
will be using, which has topics that will be presented 
and allows enough time for discussion. After the 8 
weeks, we can determine the future of the group.  

Please consider coming to the first session. We 
understand that everyone will be in a different place in 
their grieving. Our purpose is to come together to assist 
and support each other on this journey. If you have any 
questions, please contact me.   

Blessings to you all! 

Deb Bergstrom RN 
Parish Nurse 

Sunday, December 31
Grace Larson & 
Stephen Crouser

Pray & Ponder Women’s Breakfast 

Join us Saturday, February 3 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am 
at LOL, for great food, conversation, inspiration and 

prayer. If you have any questions contact Wendy 
Adamson at wendyadamson@ymail.com.

LOLLY (Lot’s of Living Left Yet) 

LOLLY will meet on Wednesday, February 21 at  
11:30 am at Lord of Life for a potluck and presentation. 
If you have any questions, please call Mary Anderson at 
218-330-6171.

Martha Circle - will meet on Tuesday, February 13, at  
7 pm a Deb Bergstrom’s home. Mary Anderson will lead 
Bible Study.  

Sarah Circle - will meet at Lord of Life on Tuesday, 
February 13, at 1 pm. For more information, contact 
Bugs Schmidt at 829-3864.

B.A.Y. Day at Mount Ski Gull 

Sunday, February 11, bring your Sunday bulletin from 
church to Mount Ski Gull and get your lift ticket free 
(equipment rentals are extra)! Tubing tickets are $10. Ski 
Gull opens at 10 am.

Sunday, February 4  
starting at 9:45 am 

Free will donation will go towards our 
youth going to the  

Youth Gathering in June.
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January 28, 2018
Olivia Quinn Luke

Parents: Jack & Whitney Luke
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Sunday’s Lessons 

February 4 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20;  
1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

February 11 Transfiguration of Our Lord 
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6;  

2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

February 18 First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 

1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

February 25 Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22: 23-31;  

Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

Join us for Ash Wednesday Worship Services
Wednesday, February 14, at 12 pm and 7 pm.

In February and March, Bethlehem Lutheran in Brainerd, Crosslake Lutheran in Crosslake, 
First Lutheran in Brainerd, and Lord of Life in Baxter are joining together around the Lenten 
theme: This Changes Everything. This is the same theme of the 2018 
Youth Gathering in Houston. 

After Ash Wednesday, beginning on Wednesday, Feb. 21, one 
of the preachers from these participating churches will be in 
our church to preach one of the Biblical stories of  
“This Changes Everything” as we walk with Jesus 
to the Cross. What a wonderful way to worship in 
partnership and faith this Lent knowing that we are 
sharing in the same sermons and 
wonderings as we walk through 
these 40 days. You will still attend 
worship at your “home” church 
and follow your “normal Lenten Wednesday night 
routine,” it will simply be the preachers that will 
move from church to church each week in February 
and March. 

The five Biblical stories will focus on: God’s 
call, love, hope, grace, and Jesus changes everything! This is also a terrific way to partner 
with our youth and adult leaders who are preparing to go on the Synod Journey and Youth 
Gathering this summer. 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church Lenten Worship on Wednesdays at 6:00pm

A Lenten Series & Partnership:  
THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING. 

Join us this Lent for a  
Preaching Partnership in worship! 

WORSHIP AND STUDY OPPORTUNITIES  
WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 

Starting on February 21-Wednesdays at 12:00 pm – come 
for a soup and bread lunch and a time of study! 

Wednesdays at 5:15 pm – We will have Soup Suppers 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm – This Changes Everything is the 
theme for our Wednesday Worship Services During Lent. Join 
us at 6 pm starting Wednesday, February 21. 

“What Do I Have?” 
What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a 
servant?  

Eyes, he said,  
to see the beauty in all that I’ve made —  

and my children as they travel life’s highway.  

Hands, he said,  
to reach out and touch hurting souls,  

to give a hug or encouraging pat on the back.  

Feet, he said,  
to lead my children through this world of strife  
and to help them run from sin and follow me.  

Mouth, he said,  
to lift up your voice and sing praises to me  
so others may hear the joy in your heart.  

Ears, he said,  
to listen to my still, small voice of love  

and to hear my children when they cry for help.  

Heart, he said,  
so you may know the full love of my Spirit  
and love my children as I have loved you.  

—Thomas Butler 
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A Lenten Walking Program  

Walking to the Cross, will be 
available to anyone who would 
like to do a devotion for both 
spiritual and physical health 
for the lenten season. The 
book can be purchased for 
$4.00. Contact Parish Nurse 
Deb Bergstrom at 
deb@lolbaxter.org for a book 
and a walking packet. 
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Parents mark your  
calendars for  

 another  
Parent’s Night Out on 

   Saturday, February 3! 

 Where: Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
  6190 Fairview Road, Baxter 

 When: Saturday, February 3 - 4:30 pm to 8:30   
             pm (kids need to be picked up by 8:30)   

 Register at:  https://tinyurl.com/LOLPNOF18 

We will have fun activities and crafts for your kids; we 
will also feed them supper. This is a free-will donation 
and fundraiser for the youth to raise money for the 
upcoming Youth Gathering in June.

Prayer Chain Inservice 

Our next in-service will be Wednesday, February 7, at  
7 pm or Sunday, February 11, at 10:30 am. 

We require a commitment of each member to attend at 
least one prayer chain in-service during a 12-month 
period. It is the individual’s responsibility to be sure 
they attend an in-service. 

What is the Prayer Chain? To faithfully lift up in prayer 
the needs and concerns of our church family and our 
loved ones, remembering what Jesus told us. 

"Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 

heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them." Matthew 18:19-20: 

Successful accomplishment includes praying for new 
requests received via phone, email, or our web; praying 
for people who receive prayer shawls; and praying for 
the newly baptized. If you would like to join this group, 
please come to our next inservice.

Worship Volunteers 

In the past month we have added some new worship 
volunteers! I have posted the February and March 
schedules for worship assistants on the bulletin board 
outside of the office. Please take a little time and sign 
up. There are plenty of openings!!! I am trying this to 
offer another way to sign up to volunteer. I will still 
utilize CCB for those of you who already use it. We are 
still in need of people to help at all services. If you 
haven’t helped in a while, please let me know if you still 
wish to help and when you will be available. I cannot 
describe how it feels to have a full schedule when I get 
to church on a Sunday morning! A full schedule makes 
it so much easier for all of us - Pastors, Sound Techs and 
Musicians. So thank you again for all your help - you are 
appreciated!  

Blessings to all of you! 

Deb Bergstrom RN 
Parish Nurse 
Spiritual Gifts Coordinator 
deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org

Prayer Shawl Meeting  

Have you ever wondered about 
participating in this spirit-filled 
ministry? There are several who knit 
or crochet faithfully, but we would 
like to have more join us. There are 

no deadlines and there is no pressure! We will meet at 
2:00 pm on Thursday, February 8th, at Lord of Life. 
Questions? Call Jeannine zumBrunnen (829-2177) or 
Brenda Johnson (831-9725) or visit 
www.shawlministry.com. 4

Table Talk February 21 & 25 

Join us for a Round Table Discussion (Table Talk) about 
the ELCA Social Statement on Women and Justice and about 
the Question: “Should Lord of Life hold a study on the 
ELCA social statement and provide feedback that will be 
used in redrafting the document prior to it’s adoption?” 
These discussions will be held at Lord of Life after 
worship on February 21st and 25th (after both the early 
and late services). This discussion will be led by Andrea 
Holmes. 

BACKGROUND: In 2009, the Church-wide Assembly 
authorized the development of a social statement on 
women and justice. The ELCA Task Force on Women and 
Justice: One in Christ has been at work since 2012 and 
brought the work to a crucial stage: On November 15, 
2017 it released the Draft of a Social Statement on 
Women and Justice. The comment period on the Draft is 
open until September 30, 2018. 

ELCA Social Statements are teaching and policy 
documents that provide broad frameworks to assist in 
the discernment of social issues in the context of faith 
and life. They are meant to help communities and 
individuals with moral formation, deliberation and 
thoughtful engagement as we participate in God’s work 
in the world. Social Statements also govern policy 
related to social issues for the ELCA as an institution 
and guide its advocacy and work as a publicly en- gaged 
church. They result from an extensive process of 
participation and discernment and are adopted by a 
two-thirds vote of an ELCA Church-wide assembly. 
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10 Stewardship Principles 
(one principle featured each month) 

Our role as God's stewards is one of many dimensions: 
grateful, responsible, self-sacrificing, willing, sharing, 
proportionate, committed, regular, genuine, and 
challenged. By generously giving of ourselves, we 
discover joy in Christ. 

“…you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

Stewardship Principle  
of the Month #8: Contribute regularly  

means practicing our stewardship on a daily basis. By 
doing so this becomes a lifestyle. Paul instructs us: 
  

"On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside 
and save whatever extra you earn." 

1 Corinthians 16:2 

Sign up to help at the Sharing 
Bread Soup Kitchen for March. 
There is a clipboard in the 
Narthex, sign up for the month 
that works for you. If you need 
more information please contact 
Nancy Smith at 820-4273.

Red Cross Blood Drive  

Lord of Life will have a blood drive Friday, February 9, 
from 12 pm-5 pm. Walk-ins are welcome or you can 
make an appointment at redcrossblood.org.

The Book of Revelation  

A new short course is being offered at LOL and  
will begin on January 30th. The course will be offered on 
Tuesday nights at 6:30 pm, and the same session will 
be offered on the following Thursday morning at 9 am 
for those who would prefer a daytime hour or as an 
opportunity for those who might miss the Tuesday night 
class. There are seven sessions and runs through March 
15. 

Automated Giving Opportunity 

You can now give simply and easily by using Pushpay 
for your tithes, offerings, and special gifts! To start, text 
LOLBAXTER to 77977 and you will receive a link to our 
custom giving page. Or look for the Pushpay App in the 
App Store. Pushpay currently accepts Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, and Discover, as well as ACH (bank 
account) gifts! 

CALLING ALL 5TH GRADERS  
AND PARENTS! 

It's time for 1st Communion Classes! Our classes will be 
opportunities for parents and kids to learn together 
about the gift of Holy Communion, the significance of 
bread and wine and the blessing of being a part of a 
faith community.  

First Communion Class will be held on Monday nights, 
February 5, 12, 19 and 26 from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  

First Communion will be celebrated in worship on 
Maundy Thursday at 7 pm.

WHEN: Wednesday, February 7, 2018 

WHERE: Fellowship Hall at Lord of Life 

TIME: 5:15 pm 

WHAT TO BRING:  
Chili for the chili cook-off 

Join us for a great night of food, fellowship, worship 
and games. Come on Wednesday, February 7, at 5:15 
for a potluck/chili cook-off, stay for worship at 6 pm 
and games at 6:45. There will be a prize for the winner 
of the chili contest. If you are bringing chili for the cook- 
off please email or call Pat Huhta at jjhuhta@msn.com 
or 218-855-1882. 5

Faithful Mothers 

Faithful Mothers is forming once again! We will be 
starting Wednesday, February 7th, from 9 am to 10:30 
am and we are looking for some moms to connect with, 
learn with, and grow with in the coming years! 

Grief Support Group at LOL  

A grief Support Group will be starting at Lord of Life on 
February 19 from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm in the Fireside 
Room. This is open to anyone that has suffered the loss 
of a loved one or any other type of significant loss. For 
more information please contact Deb Bergstrom, Parish 
Nurse deb@lolbaxter.org or Pastor Erika at 
erika@lolbaxter.org., 218-282-9374.
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Don’t miss out on all that is happening with youth ministry this month.  There 
are plenty of opportunities to get involved in to support the youth of this 
congregation.  In the heart of winter, we are busy exploring our faith, 
planning our summer events and spending time gathering together. Mark 
your calendars with these upcoming events. 

Synod Journey Fundraisers:
Youth and adult leaders are busy gathering regularly as we prepare 
ourselves for the Synod Journey.  Youth are busy running fundraisers and 
working to inform the congregation and community about what we will be 
doing in Galveston and Houston, Texas.  As a congregation, your blessing, 

prayers and financial support are greatly appreciated. Reach out to our youth to hear their stories of why 
they are involved in this year’s trip. To stay informed on upcoming fundraisers or events, please be 
listening to the announcements, our Facebook page and weekly communication you receive.

How to become involved: There are many different groups for your children to get involved with here at 
Lord of Life. Whether it is weekly youth groups, retreats or fun events, there is something for everyone.

Weekly Gatherings: 
Middle School Youth Group: Meets 5:30 pm-7 pm in the Sonshine room.  For youth in grades 5th-8th. 
Gather your friends and join us for fun activities, faith topics and snacks! Check it out this month.

Teens Upstream: Meets Wednesday nights at 8 pm in the Sonshine room.  Youth in grades 9th-12th are 
welcome to gather their friends and join us.  In a variety of ways, we spend time digging into life 
experiences through faith conversations and enjoy fun activities and snacks.

Adults looking to get involved: If you are interested in learning more about the youth program and 
being involved, we are always looking for adults who want to get involved with the programs.  We have 
an amazing group of youth here at LOL and are always looking for adults who are willing to share their 
faith, help out and be a part of this wonderful program.  

Upcoming Calendar Events:
• February 3rd Parents Night Out Synod Journey Fundraiser from 4:30 pm to 8:30 pm.
• February 4th Pancake Breakfast starting at 9:45 am.
• February 10th Interfaith Day at Augsburg College
• February 11th B.A.Y. Day at Ski Gull (Family event)
• February 14th Lenten Season Begins

If at any time you want to learn more about what is happening with the youth program at Lord of Life, you 
can contact me at tim@lolbaxter.org or at 218-828-9374.

Blessings,

Tim Slinger
Youth Director

6
9

mailto:tim@lolbaxter.org
mailto:tim@lolbaxter.org


Winter To-Do List for Little Lutherans 
Article from livinglutheran.org 

Written by: Kimberly Knowle-Zeller 

For those in certain regions of the U.S., winter brings cold days and long, dark nights. After holiday celebrations and 
ringing in the New Year, the winter months provide ample opportunity to deepen our faith lives as a family. Whether 
you’re longing for the warmth again or embracing the snow, here are a few ideas for faith formation this winter: 

The light of the world 
The season of Epiphany is all about Jesus’ light to the world. As a family, pick a country and learn all you can about its 
customs, people, language, food and history. Find a recipe that lifts up the local flavors. Pray for the country and its 
people. Give thanks that God’s light shines for them too. You can always connect with your companion synod and see 
how you can partner with them. 

The light of nature 
Even with a landscape of bare trees, nature provides plenty of opportunities to study God’s creation. Go on a winter hike 
and use all your senses. Immerse yourself in the beauty. Look for signs of hope. Feed the birds. Make snow angels. As 
you walk, share with one another what you noticed and say a prayer of thanks for God’s diverse creation. 

The light of play 
Who doesn’t love a fort? Gather blankets, tables, pillows, sheets and chairs and make a fort. Have everyone come inside 
and offer thanks for shelter. Say a prayer for those who don’t have adequate shelter. Find resources in your community 
to see how you can help the homeless in your area. 

The light of Lent 
As we approach the season of Lent, find a way as a family to honor the season. Find a family devotional that you can 
read together each day. Take on a new way to pray together (coloring, singing, sitting in silence or writing your own 
prayers). Write a letter each week to someone who doesn’t always get thanked and tell them how much you appreciate 
their work and notice all they do (school janitors, bus drivers, secretaries, mail carriers, cashiers). Decide together what 
you want to do and be gentle with yourselves if you don’t keep up with it all season. 

The light of service 
Find a way to get into the community and share your love and time. Perhaps the nursing home, library or animal 
shelter has opportunities. You can collect donations as a family and donate to a local cause. Talk about all the ways you 
can show God’s love through service, a smile, a lending hand or listening. 

The light of worship 
Have worship in your home one day. Get together to pray, sing songs, read the Bible and bless one another. Your 
service doesn’t have to be long or formal. Talk as a family about your favorite parts of worship and why. You can use 
your church’s bulletins or make up your own order. Most importantly, have fun and take turns leading! 

The light of nourishment 
Who doesn’t love warm soup on a cold night? Invite your neighbors to a soup swap. Everyone brings soup and extra 
containers so all get to take home a variety of soup. As you swap, you’ll get to share family recipes, tell stories and 
deepen relationships with the people who live closest to you. You can even make extra soup for families who have new 
babies at home or for someone returning home from surgery or treatments. 

The light of rest 
Take time to simply be. Light candles. Sit by the fire. Turn off cellphones and televisions. Be together as a family. Read 
books or play games. Share your highs and lows. Look each other in the eyes. Know that in those still, quiet moments 
God’s voice can be heard. 

Here’s to the winter months and the light of God’s love that shines for each of us. 

Reprint information was granted by Living Lutheran magazine for this article as it first appeared in the January 2018 issue 
of Living Lutheran."January's Living Lutheran Magazine is available on the Welcome Center in the Narthex. 
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Themes in Mark 
January Living Lutheran 

written by Mark Allen Powell 

It’s time to become better acquainted with the Gospel of Mark, the shortest of our four New Testament Gospels. The 
church will use readings from Mark throughout 2018. 

Mark tells his story of Jesus with an urgency that surpasses what is found in the other Gospels. Jesus’ first words in this 
Gospel are: “The time is fulfilled!” (1:15), and after that everything seems to happen very quickly in a world that is rapidly 
changing and will never be the same again. 

Mark’s Gospel is imbued with a sense of mystery and ambiguity. Jesus doesn’t mind leaving people in the dark (4:10-12), 
nor does Mark feel any compulsion to sort everything out for us. In particular, Jesus speaks about “the secret (or 
mystery) of the kingdom of God” (4:11); he tells people not to make his miracles known (1:43-44; 5:43; 7:36; 8:26); and 
his very identity remains a mystery to most throughout the story (1:27; 2:7; 4:41; 6:2-3, 14-16; 8:27-28). The effect seems 
to be to focus attention on his climactic death and resurrection, for it is only through the cross that Jesus’ true nature 
and purpose becomes apparent (15:39). 

Mark offers a very human portrait of Jesus. Of course, Jesus is an extraordinary, divine being who exhibits power over 
disease, nature and unclean spirits. But he is also depicted as a man subject to human weakness and frailty. He gets 
hungry (11:12), he doesn’t know everything (13:32), and he is unable to work miracles for those who have no faith (6:5). 
He exhibits a full range of human emotions, including pity (1:41), anger (3:5), sadness (3:5), wonder (6:6), compassion 
(6:34), indignation (10:14), love (10:21) and anguish (14:34). 

Jesus is presented as a preacher of the gospel and the content of his preaching can be summarized in one sentence: 
“The kingdom of God has come near” (1:14-15). The phrase “kingdom of God” refers to the phenomenon of God ruling, 
wherever and whenever that may be. When Jesus says this phenomenon has “come near,” he means that the possibility 
of God ruling our lives is greater now than ever before. Childlike faith makes the possibility of God ruling our lives greater 
still (10:14); attachment to riches makes it more remote (10:25). 

Further, the in-breaking of God’s rule challenges any separation of what is pure or holy from what is defiled or unclean. 
When Jesus touches a leper, he doesn’t become unclean, but rather the leper is cleansed (1:40-42). Similarly, he 
associates with sinners without worrying that they will contaminate him (2:15-17). Throughout Mark’s Gospel, we learn 
that “holiness” is now contagious in a way that “uncleanness” was before: what is holy now has the power to transform 
what is unclean. 

The climax of Mark’s Gospel comes with its account of the passion and resurrection of Jesus. In Mark, the plot to kill Jesus 
is introduced much earlier than in the other Gospels (3:6; cf. Matthew 12:14; Luke 19:47; John 11:53). Thus, most of the 
story may be read as a prelude to what happens at the end when Jesus dies on the cross. Indeed, Jesus has not 
ultimately come to heal the sick or to argue with the Pharisees—he has come to give his life (10:45). 
Mark doesn’t spell out exactly why Jesus must do this or how his death serves God’s purposes, but he does offer us two 
figurative images: ransom and covenant. The language of “ransom” (10:45) implies that Jesus’ death somehow 
purchases human freedom, and the language of “covenant” (14:24) implies that it seals or establishes a relationship 
between humanity and God. Further, the cross of Christ becomes the primary symbol for the life of self-denial, service 
and sacrifice that Jesus’ followers are called to embrace (8:34). 

With regard to those followers, Mark’s Gospel seems to portray Jesus’ disciples in ways that accentuate their failings. 
They rarely understand what Jesus says to them and they inevitably fail to carry out his demands. When the shadow of 
the cross looms near, they scatter: one betrays him, another denies him and the rest desert him. Still, Jesus never gives 
up on these terribly inadequate disciples. At the end of the story, the message that goes out from the empty tomb is that 
he wants his disciples back (16:7). 

Mark probably portrays the disciples as he does because he knows that inadequate Christians everywhere will be able to 
identify with them. He wants to teach us that our relationship to Christ depends on his faithfulness to us, not on our 
faithfulness to him. 

Reprint information was granted by Living Lutheran magazine for this article as it first appeared in the January 2018 issue of Living Lutheran. 
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Lord of Life Lutheran Ministry Opportunities
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Connecting to Christ 
Circle, Martha - Meets the second Tuesday of the    
month off site at 7:00 p.m. (August-June) For more   
information contact Mary Anderson 330-6171    
maryteda@charter.net 
Circle, Sarah - Meets the second Tuesday of the    
month at 1:00 p.m. (Sept-May) at Lord of Life. For   
information contact Bugs Schmidt 829-3864    
shmidye@icloud.com 
Men’s Breakfast - Fridays, 6:30 a.m. at LOL for    
Bible study, fellowship, fun and food - Ted Anderson  
218-831-1372 
Men’s Fellowship - Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. at LOL for   
Bible study, fellowship and fun - Ted Anderson    
831-1372 
New Member Class - For individuals and families    
interested in joining Lord of Life. Childcare is    
provided upon request. - Pastor Steve 828-9374   
steve@lolbaxter.org 
Pray & Ponder Women’s Breakfast - A gathering of   
women on one Saturday each month, 9:00-11:00   
a.m. in the Commons. (Oct.-May). Experience    
great food, conversation, inspiration and prayer.   
Contact Wendy Adamson at      
wendyadamson@ymail.com 
  Connecting to our Community 
Caring for Creation Workgroup 
We will meet from 4:30-5:30 the third Wednesday of   
the month. The Caring for Creation Workgroup on   
ecology and the environment is grounded in a biblical   
vision of God's intention for the healing and    
wholeness of creation. This group will meet to discuss   
ways to help take care of God’s Creation. Contact   
Todd Holman with any questions at tholman@tnc.org 
Habitat for Humanity - Scott Hall, 
(w)  828-8517– scott.hall@lakesareahabitat.org 
LOL Quilters - The LOL Quilters will meet Thursdays,   
from 9 am to 12 pm. Quilts are made for our graduating 
seniors, local charities and special requests. Thursdays are 
used for quilt designing, packaging into kits for LOL volunteers 
to sew into quilt tops, and also for tying and binding. Sewing 
experience is not required! If you have any questions you can 
contact Jan Hardesty at 218-828-1434.  
Prayer Shawl Group - Meets 3 to 4 times a year.    
Anyone who is interested in this wonderful ministry is   
welcome to join our group. Please contact Jeannine   
zumBrunnen 829-2177-zummyb@brainerd.net or    
Brenda Johnson 831-9725– brensid@brainerd.net   
Check our website at www.shawlministry.com for   
more information. 
Soup Kitchen - Serving meals at Sharing Bread Soup   
Kitchen (923 Oak St., Brainerd), first Sunday of each   
month at 11:00 a.m. - To volunteer contact Nancy Smith   
(820-4273) or sign-up on the clipboard in the Narthex.

Connecting to Each Other 
Sunday Evening Book Discussion Group meets on  
alternating Sundays at 6:30 p.m. (Sept. - May). All  book 
lovers are welcome. Contact: Jerry Kuehn at  
218-820-8566. 
Monday Afternoon Book Group will meet at 1:00 pm  
each Monday (Sept. - May). For more information  
contact Nancy Smith 820-4273. 
Tuesday Morning Book Group This group    
meets on the 1st and the 3rd Tuesdays of the   
Month at 9:00am and focuses on studying   
biblical books to expand our knowledge of the bible  
and grow in faith. Contact Claire Rud at    
paulclairerud@msn.com. 
Caring Friends Ministry - Find out how to become a  
Caring Friend or to receive this ministry as you   
navigate life transitions. Meets the fourth   
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Contact   
Jeannine zumBrunnen 829-2177     
zummyb@brainerd.net 
LOL Ministry Teams - Congregational Life, Children’s  
Education, Youth/Adult Education, Evangelism,   
Finance, Property, Social Concerns, Stewardship,  
Worship, Youth - Pastor Erika 828-9374    
erika@lolbaxter.org 
LOLLY (Lots of Living Left Yet) - Meets the third   
Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m.; ages 55+  
(Sept-May). Call Mary Anderson at 330-6171 or Ted  
Anderson at maryteda@charter.net for more info. 
Pre-Marriage Retreat - For couples preparing for the  
joys and struggles of married life. This is a pre-  
requisite for couples planning to be married at LOL.  
For more information, contact Anne in the church  office 
at 828-9374 or anne@lolbaxter.org 
Wednesday Night Supper Prep & Serving - Assist with  
cooking and serving of our Wednesday evening meal.  
(Sept.-May) Contact the church office at    
www.lolbaxter.org 

For updated information on the above events, 
check out our website: 

http://www.lolbaxter.org
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Ministry Operations Manager      Anne Laechel 

   anne@lolbaxter.org 

Sr. Pastor’s Ministry Assistant               Colleen Bush 

colleen@lolbaxter.org 

Youth Director          Tim Slinger 

 tim@lolbaxter.org 

Senior Choir Director                         Sarah Aamot 

sarah-lundin@hotmail.com 

Spiritual Gifts Coordinator/ 

Parish Nurse    Deb Bergstrom 

deb@lolbaxter.org 

Custodians                              Karen & Paul Erickson 

      kde12112@gmail.com 

Pianist                              Jennifer Person 

jennifer.person@lolbaxter.org 

Sunday Traditional Group Dir.            Jennifer Person 

Wed Musician Coordinator                Jennifer Person 

Newsletter Team 
Editor: Colleen Bush. Please send all Newsletter 
articles to: colleen@lolbaxter.org 

The Good News is published monthly. Articles 
for the March Newsletter are due February 19. 

Lord of Life Office & Program Staff

Dear Lord of Life Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your generous donation to Lakes Area 
Interfaith Caregivers. We truly appreciate your support.

Many Blessings

Ann Silgen

To My Church Family,

Thank you for your generous gift of money. Thank you 
for your thoughts and prayers with the passing of 
Richard C. Johnson.

God Bless,

Marie Johnson

Dear Lord of Life Lutheran Church

Thank you for your generous support of ELCA World 
Hunger. Your leadership in this work of our church 
makes a difference for families and communities in 
need.

Blessings to you as you continue to live out God’s call 
to love our neighbor.

The ELCA World Hunger Team

Thank you for your donation of $1,200 to Sharing 
Bread Soup Kitchen.

Your generous gift of money helps pay for 60 to 80 
meals per day, served Monday thru Saturday at 5:30 
pm.

With Gratitude,

Glen Gustafson
Treasurer

Thank you for the use of your church for our club’s 
meetings. Your kindness and generosity is truly 
appreciated.

Baxter Sandpipers 4-H Club1
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CONTACT THE CHURCH… 
828-9374 

 ❖ When you or a family member is hospitalized or  
     will be hospitalized. 
 ❖ When there is a birth or death in the family. 
 ❖ When there is a crisis. 
 ❖ When you change your address. 
 ❖ When new neighbors move in near you and they  
     are looking for a church home. 
 ❖ When you have good news to share. 
 ❖ When you have a suggestion to make or a   
     comment to share. 
 ❖ If you do not wish to receive our newsletter. 
❖ If you have a college or post high-school young  
    person no longer living at home. 

  
Your pastors are available to walk with you in 
times of sadness and joy. Please contact the church 
office by phone at 828-9374 or email at 
office@lolbaxter.org. 

The pastors can also be reached via email: 
Pastor Steve: steve@lolbaxter.org 
Pastor Erika: erika@lolbaxter.org 

  1 Kelly Gorvin, Morgan Kohout 
  2 Kyle Bisek, Hannah Rud, Nathan Rud, Nicole   
 Rud, Jennifer Quast 
  4 Tracy Banks, Eric Ding, Christian Kadolph, Jackie 
 Tyrrell 
  5 Brianna Hansch, Guy Kelm, Tennyson Kelm,   
 Greta King, Nate Mogensen, Heidi Strus 
  6 Lance Borgstrom, Kurt Porter, Jamie Wallace 
  7 Quinn Budnick, Bob Joyce, Owen Robertson,   
 Anne Ness, Bonnie Shipman-Banks, Andi White 
  8 Michelle Blong, Ed Ott, Jared Rubado, Elise   
 Sopelle 
  9 Ava Branstner, Shirley Carper, Alec Haug, Clint  
 Headley, Mikaela Kadolph 
10 Troy Gratke, Dawson Hughes, Ethan Marichalar,  
 Beth Selinger 
11 Tiffany Femling, Daniel Fromm, Pat Kiffmeyer,  
 Devin Knopf, Elsa McCool, Katie Rangen, Ashley  
 Sjostrom 
12 Ava Borchert, Valerie Jones, Cooper Larson, Ellie  
 Mattson, Peter Mithun, Olivia Orlowski, Donna  
 Salli, Will Stolski 
13 Aiden Bartelt, Kellen DeCent, Kayla Grady,   
 Richard Koop, Tyler Jensen, Ashton Peterson 
14 Jessica Haapajoki, Keenan Hodge 
15 Beau Coonfield, Claire Rud 
16 Easton Schilling, Brian Wallace 
17 Ryder Filas, Dick Lyscio 
18 Frankie Burton, Cole Harmer, Cade Rosenwald,  
 Olivia Schilling 
19 Gary Hoglin, Tom Koop, Drew Larson, Keaton   
 Riley, Frank Ruzich, Denise Sundquist, Marilyn  
 Tuma 
20 Mark Roach 
21 Jama Davidson, Geoff Gorvin, Maria Orlowski,   
 Ella Owens 
22 Chris Ford, Bonnie Henningson, Annah Swanson 
23 Hailey Allard, Danise Miller, Thea Shogren, Terry  
 Strus, Fern Sundquist 
24 Andy Dwyer, Brynn Haapajoki 
25 Emmy Holcomb-Smith, Sherlynn Kretzman 
26 Mike Bush, Kaysie Carlson, Lori Hodge, Maison  
 Jobe, Brian Kingsley, Karlene Lind, Ryan Mau,   
 Bobby Rude 
27 Chase Bunting, Gavin Bunting, Emery Gehrke,  
 Joe Kadolph, Audrey Nelson, Glen Sundberg 
28 Charles Bahr, Joyce Mueller 
29 Monica Clink 

 2/2 Terry & Heidi Strus 
 2/9 Roland & Marie Anderson✞ 
 2/14 Thomas & Terri Getty 
 2/19 Len & Diane Flesher 
 2/22 Troy & Karen Skarolid 
 2/26 Chuck & Steve Olson❖ 
 Irv & Rony Tollefson✞ 
 2/28 Glen & Elaine Kraemer❖ 
 Darren & Sarah Larson 
  
  ❖=Celebrating 24-49 years! 
  ✞=Celebrating 50 years or more! 



6190 Fairview Rd 
Baxter, MN 56425-8285

Behind the Scenes

Lord of Life Youth Strive to Build Bridges! 
On February 10th youth and adult leaders from Lord of Life will spend the day at 
Augsburg University in Minneapolis participating in a new program they are 
offering through their campus ministry entitled “Interfaith Bridge Building.”  

We will gather with both Christian and Muslim students from the college to 
learn together about how to love and care for all neighbors.  We’ll then join 
together in a service project in the neighborhood, visit a Somali market and 
return to campus to process all we have seen and heard.  

May our minds and hearts be grounded in Christ’s love as they are stretched 
and expanded so that we might love our neighbors as ourselves.  


