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Stephen Ministry Update 

Back in the mid 1990’s I was blessed to attend a Stephen Ministry leadership conference. 
The conference was held in Seattle. We spent an entire week learning to implement a 
program of ministry that can change a congregation in some powerful ways. Dear reader, I 
hope you’ve already heard of Stephen Ministry. It is a comprehensive system of providing 
distinctively christian care by matching well trained Stephen Ministers up with care 
receivers–people who are in need of some intentional caregiving. This could be someone 
who has lost a spouse, or a close friend or relative. It could be someone who has lost a job 
or is just feeling down in the dumps and has need to build positive relationships. (It is not 
for someone with clinical depression.) The Stephen Minister walks alongside to be the 
embodiment of the presence of Christ for that person. 

Stephen Ministry is a very solid, time tested program. It’s been implemented in over 12,000 
congregations. Move than 70,000 leaders from those congregations like me have been 
equipped at Leader’s Training Courses. More than 600,000 laypeople have received 
Stephen Minister training. More than one-and-a-half-million people have had a Stephen 
Minister walk with them, providing one-to-one Christian care during tough times. It has 
certainly been a blessing for me to be part of such an effort, and my interaction with 
Stephen Ministry has definitely made me a better pastor. Believe it or not, it’s better 
training than anything I received in seminary. 

BUT, that’s not the most valuable aspect of the program for me personally. When I went to 
the Stephen Leader training so long ago – I told myself: Pay attention to the deep wisdom 
that you will find here. No matter the type of congregation, no matter the setting…these 
are people who have successfully started a ministry in just about every conceivable type of 
community. They must be doing something right. So I have sought to glean their wisdom 
and apply it to many other areas of congregational ministry. 

Take, for instance, their insistence that volunteers interview to take positions. Most 
congregations operate under the “any warm body we can get” model. This can lead to 
some very disastrous mismatches between people’s gifts and a congregation’s needs. The 
Stephen Ministry model operates with the philosophy that everyone has gifts for ministry…
but careful discernment is imperative for every match of volunteer and volunteer position. 
That’s just one of countless examples. 

We are on the verge of interviewing for our Stephen Leaders. I invite your prayers (that is 
another key ingredient in the Stephen Ministry program–prayer). I’m excited for both the 
ministry itself…and also the many other – unexpected – ways we will be blessed…and will 
be a blessing to the world around. 

Speaking of which, God Bless You! 

Pastor Steven J. Rye

http://lolbaxter.org
http://lolbaxter.org
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March 2018

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

9a Worship 

10a Fellowship 
10:30a Worship 

11:30a Fellowship 

6a Women's AA 

1p Book Discussion 
6:30p First Communion Class 
6:30p Grief Support Group 
7:15p Caring Friends Meeting 

7a Baxter Area Kiwanis 
1p Office Staff Meeting 

9a Faithful Mothers 
12p Lenten Soup & Bread Lunch 
5:15p Wednesday Night Supper 

6p Wednesday Worship 

7p 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
7p 9th Grade Confirmation 
7p Choir Rehearsal 
8p Teens Upstream 

9a LOL Quilters 
10a Men's Fellowship 

6:30a Men's Breakfast 
1p Those Older Folders 

9a Pray & Ponder 
7p Open AA 

9a Worship 

9:45a Pancake Breakfast 
10:30a Worship 

11a Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen
Ministry 

11:30a Fellowship 
5:30p Middle School Youth
Group 

6a Women's AA 

1p Book Discussion 
6:30p Grief Support Group 

7a Baxter Area Kiwanis 
9a Book Discussion 
1p Office Staff Meeting 
6:30p Team Meeting Night 

9a Faithful Mothers 
12p Lenten Soup & Bread Lunch 
5:15p Wednesday Night Supper 

6p Wednesday Worship 

7p 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
7p 9th Grade Confirmation 
7p Choir Rehearsal 
8p Teens Upstream 

9a LOL Quilters 
10a Men's Fellowship 

6:30a Men's Breakfast 
1p Those Older Folders 

7p Open AA 

9a Worship 

10a Fellowship 
10:30a Worship 

11:30a Fellowship 

6a Women's AA 

12:30p Pinetree Patchworkers
Sewin 

1p Book Discussion 
6:30p Grief Support Group 
6:30p Pinetree Patchworkers 

7a Baxter Area Kiwanis 
1p Office Staff Meeting 
1p Sarah Circle 
7p Martha Circle 

9a Faithful Mothers 
12p Lenten Soup & Bread Lunch 
6p Wednesday Worship 

7p Choir Rehearsal 

9a LOL Quilters 
10a Men's Fellowship 

6:30a Men's Breakfast 
11:30a GeGe Fischer Memorial
Service 

1p Those Older Folders 

7p Open AA 

9a Worship 

10a Fellowship 
10:30a Worship 

11:30a Fellowship 

6a Women's AA 

1p Book Discussion 
6:30p Grief Support Group 

7a Baxter Area Kiwanis 
9a Book Discussion 
1p Office Staff Meeting 

9a Faithful Mothers 
11:30a L.O.L.L.Y. 
4:30p Care for Creation Team
Meeting 

5:15p Wednesday Night Supper 

6p Wednesday Worship 

7p 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
7p 9th Grade Confirmation 
7p Choir Rehearsal 
8p Teens Upstream 

9a LOL Quilters 
10a Men's Fellowship 

6:30a Men's Breakfast 
1p Those Older Folders 

7p Open AA 

Palm Sunday 

9a Worship 

10a Fellowship 
10:30a Worship 

11:30a Fellowship 
5:30p Middle School Youth
Group 

6a Women's AA 

1p Book Discussion 
6:30p Grief Support Group 
7p Caring Friends Meeting 

7a Baxter Area Kiwanis 
1p Office Staff Meeting 
7p Council Meeting 

9a Faithful Mothers 
12p Lenten Soup & Bread Lunch 
7p Choir Rehearsal 

10a Men's Fellowship 
12p Maundy Thursday Worship 

7p Maundy Thursday Worship 

6:30a Men's Breakfast 
12p Good Friday Worship 

1p Those Older Folders 
7p Good Friday Worship 

8a Easter Prayer Vigil 
7p Open AA 



Prayers for strength, comfort and healing... 
Bruce Femling,  

David Schliek, Beth Selinger 

Promise of Comfort & Resurrection for…. 

For the family and friends of Jake Haapajoki. 
For the family and friends of Glenn Vold. 
For the family and friends of GeGe Fischer. Her   
 Memorial Service will be at 11:30 am on Friday,  
 March 16 at LOL. 

Pray & Ponder  
Women’s Breakfast 

Join us Saturday, March 3 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am, at 
LOL, for great food, conversation, inspiration and prayer. 
If you have any questions contact Wendy Adamson at 
wendyadamson@ymail.com.

LOLLY (Lot’s of Living Left Yet) 

LOLLY will meet at LOL on Wednesday, March 21 at  
11:30 am for a soup lunch and bible study. If you have 
any questions, please call Mary Anderson at 
218-330-6171.

Martha Circle - will meet at 7 pm on Tuesday, March 13, 
at Connie Fordyce’s home. Contact Sally Jacobsen at 
sally@jacobsenlaw.com. 

Sarah Circle - will meet at Lord of Life on Tuesday, March 
13, at 1 pm. For more information, contact Bugs Schmidt 
at 829-3864.

Sunday, March 4  
starting at 9:45 am 

Free will donation will go towards our 
youth going to the  

Youth Gathering in June.

Sign up to help at the Sharing 
Bread Soup Kitchen. We are in 
need of groups or families to sign 
up in April. Sign up on the 
clipboard in the Narthex for the 
month that works for you. If you 
need more information please  

                                      contact Nancy Smith at 820-4273.

55+ Drivers  
Refresher Course  

Attend this course on Thursday, 
March 8, from 5-9 pm. Cost is $22. 
For more information and to register 
call 888-234-1294. Or sign up online 
at: mnsafetycenter.org.

Those Older Folders 

We meet every Friday at 1 pm in the Commons area of 
the church, or at other times as need be, to fold 
bulletins. Just show up whenever you can make it. This 
is a fun fellowship group that does not take a long time 
(and you do not have to be "old" to join this group)!

March is FoodShare Month 

Over 3,000,000 visits are made to 
Minnesota food shelves each 
year. March is FoodShare 

month in Minnesota and we are 
planning to "Pack the Pews" on 

March 18th by asking 
parishioners to bring non-

perishable food or cash 
donations for local food shelves. 
Between March 1st and Sunday, 

March 18th we will be collecting your generous 
donations. 

Faithful Mothers 

Join us on Wednesday mornings from 9 am to 10:30 am 
for Faithful Mothers. We are looking for some moms to 
connect with, learn with, and grow with in the coming 
ears! Childcare is available.

EcoFaith Summit  

Saturday, March 17 from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm at St. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids. The EcoFaith 
Network NE MN Synod/ELCA is hosting a one-day 
Summit exploring our role as individuals and 
congregations in promoting the use of renewable 
energy, its value to the health of our planet, and how 
God’s faithful promise of redemption of all creation has 
the power to inspire and renew our purpose as stewards 
of the earth. For more information and registration, see: 
https://nemn-ecofaithsummit2018.eventbrite.com.2
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Sunday’s Lessons 

March 4 Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19;  

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

March 11 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22;  

Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

March 18 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12;  

Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

March 25 Palm Sunday 
Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 31:9-16;  

Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1-15:47 

Sunday, March 25 
9 am Palm Sunday Service 

10:30 am Passion Worship Service 
& First Communion

Thursday, March 29 
12 pm & 7 pm 

Celebrating First Communion  
at 7 pm 

Friday, March 30 
12 pm & 7 pm

Sunday, April 1 
7 am, 9 am & 10:30 am

Join us for Holy Week and Easter Sunday!

WORSHIP AND STUDY OPPORTUNITIES  
WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 

Join us on Wednesdays at 12:00 pm – for a soup and bread 
lunch and a time of study! 

Wednesdays at 5:15 pm – We will have Soup Suppers 
through March 21. No supper on March 14 Spring Break). 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm – This Changes Everything is the 
theme for our Wednesday Worship Services During Lent. Join 
us at 6 pm on Wednesday evenings. 

10 Stewardship Principles 
(one principle featured each month) 

Our role as God's stewards is one of many dimensions: 
grateful, responsible, self-sacrificing, willing, sharing, 
proportionate, committed, regular, genuine, and challenged. 
By generously giving of ourselves, we discover joy in Christ. 

“…you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
2 Corinthians 9:7 

Stewardship Principle  
of the Month #9: Live genuinely 

means putting your faith into action. This is the tangible 
demonstration of what is sincerely on our hearts and where 
our treasure is, not simply a verbal expression. The 
Macedonians set an example that Paul called to the 
attention of the Corinthians. 
  

“I am testing the genuineness of your love  
against the earnestness of others.: 

2 Corinthians 8:8

Begins March 11

Easter Vigil  

Lord of Life will be holding a Easter 
Vigil on Saturday, March 31 from 8 am 
to 8 pm. There is a sign up sheet in the 
Narthex and you and your family can 
sign up for a half hour time slot. The 
day of the vigil we will have resources 
for people who are interested, which 
will include readings, prayers and 
prayer topic ideas.

Easter Breakfast 

Join us for Easter Breakfast after the 7 am Worship service 
on Sunday, April 1.  

Look for more details to come in our Announcements.

3
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Kinship Partners Mission – Transforming Our 
Community Through the Power of Mentoring 

Who we are:  For over 30 years the Kinship Partners 
youth mentoring program has provided positive role 
models to youth in Crow Wing County, Southern 
Cass County, and the Staples/Motley area. 

Why is mentoring important?  Our community’s 
future rests on the hopes and dreams of our 
children and youth.  Every child deserves a 
responsible and concerned adult who will provide 
guidance and support, help set and accomplish 
goals, and act as a positive role model.  

What do we do?  With offices in Brainerd, Pequot 
Lakes, Crosby, and Staples the Kinship Partners 
youth mentoring program match volunteer adult 
partners (mentors) with a child between the ages of 
5 – 14, who has common interests; we provide 
monthly activities which help to foster the 
development of their friendship. 

Who can be a mentor?  Kinship Partners is unique 
among mentoring programs in that we encourage 
not only individuals but also couples and families to 
become mentors for children. We provide the 
support, structure, and supervision needed to make 
sure everyone experiences a safe and positive 
relationship. You only need to be yourself – a caring 
adult, willing to spend time with a child who needs a 
friend. 

Through community-based mentoring and now our 
school-based mentoring programs, Kinship Partners 
moves communities forward by embracing our 
evidence-based model that empowers volunteers 
within our communities to make a real difference in 
the lives of a child and an entire generation. 

If you would like to learn more about Kinship 
Partners, come to our Table Talk on Sunday, March 
4 at 10 am or 11:30 am or visit  
http://kinshippartners.org.

Deb Bergstrom RN 
Parish Nurse 
Spiritual Gifts Coordinator 
deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org 

Deb’s Office Hours:  
 Monday 9 am-4 pm 

Greetings, 

So much has happened in the past month and now onto  
March!  Our Lenten Walking Program has 30+ people 
participating and I am so happy for the response!  It is 
amazing how many steps you walk in a day as some 
have noted! I have put up signs around the church for 
anyone who wishes to walk during the day at the church. 

The Grief Support group started on February 19 and we 
ask for your prayers for all involved.  

March 19 will be the start of the S.A.I.L or Staying Active 
and Independent for Life program. It will be held every 
Monday and Wednesday from 9 am - 10 am in the 
Commons. This is a strength, balance and fitness 
evidence based program for adults 65 and older. It is 
similar to the Bone Builders, but has some additions. Val 
Jones and I will be partnering to provide the classes.  
There is no cost at this time. I will be putting out a sign 
up sheet and getting more information out soon.  Please 
consider joining us for the classes. Going forward I plan 
on offering some other classes too!  

I want to thank everyone for supporting me in this Parish 
Nurse ministry, the Holy Spirit is really working at Lord 
of Life! 

Blessings to all! 

Deb Bergstrom RN 
Parish Nurse 
Spiritual Gifts Coordinator 

Start Saving for  
the LOL Rummage Sale 

Lord of Life is having it's annual Rummage and 
Bake Sale on May 11th and 12th and we would love 
if you would donate items to our sale. Please put 
aside gently used items for the sale. We do not take 
TV's, computers, or adult clothing. Kids and junior 
clothing are welcome.

http://kinshippartners.org
mailto:deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org
mailto:deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org
http://kinshippartners.org
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Composer-in-Residence Gary Ruschman 

Hailed by San Francisco Classical Voice as “Vocally brilliant,” Gary Ruschman is a sought 
after performer, composer, and conductor who lights up texts with melodic, organic, and 
accessible music.  For ten years, Gary sang tenor in and composed for the nationally 
recognized vocal ensemble, Cantus.  He is currently music director for Mixed Precipitation’s 
annual Picnic Operetta, and serves in music director posts for Ovation! (the portable 
chamber version of One Voice Mixed Chorus), and St. Timothy Lutheran Church in St. Paul.   

In addition to the pieces created during his ACF Faith Partners residency, Gary’s most recent 
commissions include chant settings of the Buddhist Heart Sutra and a ten-minute choral 
work based on that text, entitled The Heart of the Perfection of Wisdom.  Often working in rock, 
folk, and jazz settings, Gary’s arrangement of Run On (God's Gonna Cut You Down) was recently 
used as the opening theme for BBC's new American Justice documentary series. 

Gary comes to us courtesy of the American Composers Forum through the Faith Partners program.  This nationally 
recognized program brings together composers and communities of multiple faith traditions for the creation of new 
sacred music and the reinvigoration of worship.  Funded by the Otto Bremer Trust, these 12-18 month residencies serve 
communities where Bremer Banks are located.  Since the program’s beginning in 1992, Faith Partners composers have 
worked in more than 130 diverse faith congregations across the Upper Midwest, helping to strengthen community and 
ecumenical goodwill.  

What is the American Composers Forum (ACF)?  ACF is a national non-profit arts organization located in Saint Paul, 
Minnesota.  Over the course of four decades, ACF has nurtured the work of thousands of composers: programming now 
reaches composers and communities in all 50 states, and helps composers engage communities with music as a source 
of inspiration, self-reflection, and delight.  Our goal is to make composers, and the music they create, a vibrant and 
integral part of our culture. 

Join us on Palm Sunday, March 25, at the 9:00 am service for the Premiere of our new Liturgy Setting, entitled Service 
for Eternal Life, and two works written for both Lord of Life and 1st Congregational UCC congregations, Arise, Shine and 
Blow the Trumpet (sung by the combined choirs from both churches).  You’ll also have a chance to meet and greet with 
Gary Ruschman prior to the 9:00 am service. You won’t want to miss this exciting musical experience for our church 
community! Also, check out our Gary Ruschman display in the Commons. 



Youth Ministry March Update!!! 

As February wraps up and we launch into March, spring will soon be upon us.  
We might have to wait until April to feel the effects of spring but it’s not too 
early to take a look at what is happening in youth ministry this spring. 

Confirmation: 
As we have entered the season of Lent both Confirmation classes have taken 
time to process what the Lenten season means to them and the church. 9th 
graders are busy processing the Wednesday night Lenten services with their 

mentors while the 7th and 8th graders explore what the season of Lent is, along with other faith topics. 

Teen’s Upstream: 
I am looking forward to another great month with the Teen’s Upstream crew. This is a group that meets 
weekly for an hour on Wednesday nights.  They take time each week to process what’s happening in their 
lives, explore their faith through a variety of ways and truly enjoy being together. If you are in 9th-12th grade 
and would like to check out this group, know you are always welcome! We meet weekly in the Sonshine Room 
Wednesday nights from 8 pm - 9 pm.  

Summer Mission Trips and Fundraising Update: 
Our groups have been busy gathering together for fundraisers both here in church and in the community! It 
is a busy time of year as we work to grow together and raise funds for our trip! Check the church calendar 
and announcements for upcoming events and fundraisers! I want to thank all of you for the stories you have 
shared, your prayers, blessings and financial gifts! Check out the pictures below from our Range Printing 
Fundraiser in February. For three Saturdays in February crews of 15-20 youth and adults gathered to raise 
money for their trips and to get to know one another!  

March Schedule: 
March 4th Pancake Breakfast  
March 11th-18th Spring Break (No youth programing during this week) 

If at any time you have questions regarding youth programming here at Lord of Life, please let me know.  I 
look forward to another great month ahead as we are one step closer to spring! 

Blessings, 

Tim Slinger 
Youth Director 

6
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The Winning Recipe 
FIESTA CHILI BIANCO (White Chili) 

1 ½ Tbsp. oil 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 med. carrot, diced 
1 lg. onion, diced 

  2 stalks celery, diced 
1 orange or yellow pepper, diced 
1 jalapeno pepper, chopped (veined & seeded) 
1 anaheim pepper, chopped (veined & seeded) 
1 ½ Tbsp. ground Cumin 
1 tsp. ground oregano 

Saute until slightly browned & softened over medium heat. 
Add: ¼ cup flour and stir well. 
Slowly add: 1-20oz. chicken broth 
Stir in: 2 cups diced, cooked chicken breast 
1-4oz. can mild green chilies – chopped 
1 – lg. can (14 oz.) Great Northern beans 
½ tsp. cayenne pepper (optional) 

Simmer 10-15 minutes then add: 1½ cup shredded 
Monterey Jack cheese and ½ cup sour cream (Do not boil). 

7

Meet our New Members 

Jon, Heidi, Riley, Cami  
and Reegan Anderson 

Brian, Maria and  
Olivia Orlowski 

Matt, Susan, Andrew  
and Emily Rioux

David & Vicki Schliek - not pictured

Brett & Kaitlyn Fredrickson

Chili Cook Off!! 

The Congregational Life team wishes to thank all 
those who brought Chili to the February Cook Off!  

 Deb Bergstrom  Brenda Johnson  
 Lori Rehnblom  Sally Jacobsen 
 Lisa Tupy  Jeannine zumBrunnen 
 Kim Bell  Sharon Johnson 
 Pat Huhta  Jeff Mattson 
 Youth Team 

It was a lot of fun and we 
had a great turn out for 
tasting chili. There were 42 
in attendance who voted! 
The property team won the 
Golden Ladle Trophy with 
Jeannine zumBrunnen’s 
White Chicken Chili! The 
trophy will be passed on 
each year! We will do it again 
next year before Lent! 
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INTERFAITH BRIDGE BUILDERS  
at Augsburg University 

On Saturday, February 10th six 9th graders and 3 adults from 
Lord of Life traveled down to Augsburg University to spend the 
day exploring the call of our Christian faith and what that 
means for the diverse world we live in today.  We were greeted 
by two Muslim women, one a student at Augsburg, the other a 
Muslim chaplain at Augsburg University. Our day consisted of 

learning about our own faith and their faith, exploring our own 
faith and hearing about their faith explorations, all the while building relationships and connecting together.  

We ate delicious food from a Somalian restaurant, visited their Mosque, shopped at their Somalian Mall and drank 
their delicious tea!  We ended the day talking about fears and stereotypes and all of the ways in which Christians 
and Muslims have failed to love their neighbors. We committed to trying to tell a different story and to be different 
people in the world; more understanding, more loving, more patient, more open, more compassionate, more just.   

On the way back home I asked our group what’s one thing you’ll take away from this day . . . 
Here’s what they said,  

“I’ll always take a step back before I assume something about someone.” 

“I’ll speak up if I hear someone speak poorly about Muslims – because now I know someone who is one.” 

“We’re all just people.” 

“Just because we’re Christians we’re not better than anyone else – in fact, maybe we’re the weird ones.” 

“They’re not different, they’re just people.” 

“Now I have a face to the religion – I’ve never met a Muslim until today.” 

I’m proud of our young people for having open hearts and minds to take a day to explore our relationship with 
people of other faiths. Christians and Muslims together make up half of the worlds population. This was a beautiful 
experience of loving and caring for the neighbor, something Jesus asks us to do, and seeing the blessings that 
come from it.  



Lord of Life Lutheran Ministry Opportunities
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Connecting to Christ 
Circle, Martha - Meets the second Tuesday of the    
month off site at 7:00 p.m. (August-June) For more   
information contact Mary Anderson 330-6171    
maryteda@charter.net 
Circle, Sarah - Meets the second Tuesday of the    
month at 1:00 p.m. (Sept-May) at Lord of Life. For   
information contact Bugs Schmidt 829-3864    
shmidye@icloud.com 
Men’s Breakfast - Fridays, 6:30 a.m. at LOL for    
Bible study, fellowship, fun and food - Ted Anderson  
218-831-1372 
Men’s Fellowship - Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. at LOL for   
Bible study, fellowship and fun - Ted Anderson    
831-1372 
New Member Class - For individuals and families    
interested in joining Lord of Life. Childcare is    
provided upon request. - Pastor Steve 828-9374   
steve@lolbaxter.org 
Pray & Ponder Women’s Breakfast - A gathering of   
women on one Saturday each month, 9:00-11:00   
a.m. in the Commons. (Oct.-May). Experience    
great food, conversation, inspiration and prayer.   
Contact Wendy Adamson at      
wendyadamson@ymail.com 
  Connecting to our Community 
Caring for Creation Workgroup 
We will meet from 4:30-5:30 the third Wednesday of   
the month. The Caring for Creation Workgroup on   
ecology and the environment is grounded in a biblical   
vision of God's intention for the healing and    
wholeness of creation. This group will meet to discuss   
ways to help take care of God’s Creation. Contact   
Todd Holman with any questions at tholman@tnc.org 
Habitat for Humanity - Scott Hall, 
(w)  828-8517– scott.hall@lakesareahabitat.org 
LOL Quilters - The LOL Quilters will meet Thursdays,   
from 9 am to 12 pm. Quilts are made for our graduating 
seniors, local charities and special requests. Thursdays are 
used for quilt designing, packaging into kits for LOL volunteers 
to sew into quilt tops, and also for tying and binding. Sewing 
experience is not required! If you have any questions you can 
contact Jan Hardesty at 218-828-1434.  
Prayer Shawl Group - Meets 3 to 4 times a year.    
Anyone who is interested in this wonderful ministry is   
welcome to join our group. Please contact Jeannine   
zumBrunnen 829-2177-zummyb@brainerd.net or    
Brenda Johnson 831-9725– brensid@brainerd.net   
Check our website at www.shawlministry.com for   
more information. 
Soup Kitchen - Serving meals at Sharing Bread Soup   
Kitchen (923 Oak St., Brainerd), first Sunday of each   
month at 11:00 a.m. - To volunteer contact Nancy Smith   
(820-4273) or sign-up on the clipboard in the Narthex.

Connecting to Each Other 
Sunday Evening Book Discussion Group meets on  
alternating Sundays at 6:30 p.m. (Sept. - May). All  book 
lovers are welcome. Contact: Jerry Kuehn at  
218-820-8566. 
Monday Afternoon Book Group will meet at 1:00 pm  
each Monday (Sept. - May). For more information  
contact Nancy Smith 820-4273. 
Tuesday Morning Book Group This group    
meets on the 1st and the 3rd Tuesdays of the   
Month at 9:00am and focuses on studying   
biblical books to expand our knowledge of the bible  
and grow in faith. Contact Claire Rud at    
paulclairerud@msn.com. 
Caring Friends Ministry - Find out how to become a  
Caring Friend or to receive this ministry as you   
navigate life transitions. Meets the fourth   
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Contact   
Jeannine zumBrunnen 829-2177     
zummyb@brainerd.net 
LOL Ministry Teams - Congregational Life, Children’s  
Education, Youth/Adult Education, Evangelism,   
Finance, Property, Social Concerns, Stewardship,  
Worship, Youth - Pastor Erika 828-9374    
erika@lolbaxter.org 
LOLLY (Lots of Living Left Yet) - Meets the third   
Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m.; ages 55+  
(Sept-May). Call Mary Anderson at 330-6171 or Ted  
Anderson at maryteda@charter.net for more info. 
Pre-Marriage Retreat - For couples preparing for the  
joys and struggles of married life. This is a pre-  
requisite for couples planning to be married at LOL.  
For more information, contact Anne in the church  office 
at 828-9374 or anne@lolbaxter.org 
Wednesday Night Supper Prep & Serving - Assist with  
cooking and serving of our Wednesday evening meal.  
(Sept.-May) Contact the church office at    
www.lolbaxter.org 

For updated information on the above events, 
check out our website: 

http://www.lolbaxter.org
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Ministry Operations Manager      Anne Laechel 

   anne@lolbaxter.org 

Sr. Pastor’s Ministry Assistant               Colleen Bush 

colleen@lolbaxter.org 

Youth Director          Tim Slinger 

 tim@lolbaxter.org 

Senior Choir Director                         Sarah Aamot 

sarah-lundin@hotmail.com 

Spiritual Gifts Coordinator/ 

Parish Nurse    Deb Bergstrom 

deb@lolbaxter.org 

Custodians                              Karen & Paul Erickson 

      kde12112@gmail.com 

Pianist                              Jennifer Person 

jennifer.person@lolbaxter.org 

Sunday Traditional Group Dir.            Jennifer Person 

Wed Musician Coordinator                Jennifer Person 

Newsletter Team 
Editor: Colleen Bush. Please send all Newsletter 
articles to: colleen@lolbaxter.org 

The Good News is published monthly. Articles 
for the April Newsletter are due March 19. 

Lord of Life Office & Program Staff

March 1-3 
Sarah Aamot   Vickie & Larry Borgstrom 
Carol Ellerbusch  Kathy Hamlin 
Dick & Lori Jensen  Marvella Larson 
Anne Ness   Paul & Claire Rud 
Shawn & Mary Sundquist Tom & Sandie Youngblom 

March 4-10 
Ginger Augustinack  Bob & Micky Busch 
Tiffany Femling   Hawk Hawkinson 
Deanne Joy   Whitney & Jack Luke 
Brian & Maria Orlowski  Donna Salli & Bruce Eastman 
Tami Teague 

March 11-17 
Doug Banks & Bonnie Shipman Banks    
Adam & Heather Bartelt Tim & Pam Caughey 
Bill & Marlowe Fortune  Jordan & Lyndsey Herman 
Jeanne & Tony King  Mike & Pam Marlatt 
Jennifer Person   Barb Schliek-Coffman 
Dan & Lisa Tupy 

March 18-24 
Greg & Becky Bennett  Bruce & Lizz Coonfield 
Brian & Janice Gapinski Pam Hoglin 
Don & Mayva Kottke  Casey & Christa Miller 
Lois Post   Jennifer Smith 
Michael & Marcella Vukson 

March 25-31 
James & Darlene Blake David Devin & Erika Nilsen 
Jim & Melissa Grover  David & Trisia Hughes 
Jerry Kuehn   Mel & Sonja Nefstead 
Steve Rehnblom  Liz Stave 
Gary & Iris Weihemuller 

The Scripture tells us to pray for 
each other (James 5:16). As a body we pray for our 
congregation, alphabetically rotating through our church 
family on an annual basis. Each week we will pray for 
specific Lord of Life families. Although you may not know 
each member of our congregation, our God listens to the 
prayers we bring on each other‘s behalf before his throne. 
Please make a commitment to include your brothers and 
sisters at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in your daily 
prayers.

Daily Prayers and Staff

1
0
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Dear Friends of the Salvation Army, 

On December 14, 2017 we had our annual 
Christmas gift distribution and we wanted to let 
you know that we appreciate your participation 
in this effort. We were joined in this effort by the 
Marines in their program, Toys for Kids. 

We were able to serve over five hundred and fifty 
families this Christmas which means what over 
1,183 kids were able to get toys and clothes that 
they needed for this holiday season. In total, we 
were able to hand out 4,918 items in our Angel 
Tree bags estimating over $41,000. All the kids 
that were signed up for our program received 
presents! Also, these same families were given gift 
cards to Cub Foods in order to get their Christmas 
dinner. 

Once again, we would like to say thank you to all 
of our volunteers, donors, an stores for helping in 
this effort. Whether you bought presents, hosted 
an Angel Tree at your store, or packed bags for 
distribution, you made a difference in the lives of 
children in our community. 

We recognize the importance of the children in our 
community, and we are so glad that you do too. 
Please consider helping our kids in the future! 

In His Service, 

Lieutenant Jaclyn Holloway 
Corps Officer 1

1

  1 Mason Kruse, Justin Semmler 
  2 Kobe Ahonen, Jacob Booth, Addy Helmrichs,   
 Steve Mau, Evan Nelson, Bev Owen 
  3 Evan Heittola, Marilyn Kraemer   
  4 Gary Dirlam, Amber Heittola, Nicole Lasher-Filas 
  5 Rob Freelove, Claire Nybeck, Paul Rud, Trevor   
 Wangsness 
  6 Erin Einarson, Levi Sazama 
  7 Blair Benson, Joe Bisek, Jan Walters 
  8 Shelby Fitch, Lucy Houde, Jan Sheets, Colton   
 Stout, JP Whalen, John Zemke 
  9 Lindsey Jensen, John Larson 
10 Becky Beckerleg, Sarah Borchert, Boone Fromm, 
 Doug Schultz, Karla Skwira 
11 Ken Campbell, Deb Koop, AJ Felix, Glorya   
 Narveson, Mark Parrish, Olivia Stirewalt, Ryan   
 Weihemuller 
12 Sayali Blowers, Kelly Jo Mogensen, Rachel Stoen, 
 Mandy Wangsness, Jean Weizenegger 
13 Keith Binggeli, Lizz Coonfield, Emilee Freed,   
 Emily Isackson, Sid Johnson, August Johnson-  
 Ding, Shaelie Shanks, Tina Smude 
14 Thomas Getty, Deanne Joy, Avery Rauen 
15 Tanner Heinlen 
16 Jody Blowers, Sharon Freelove, Conith Mackner 
17 Jacob Blong, Teresa Lund, Rachel Monasmith,   
 Curtis Nelson, Craig West 
18 Linda Bylander, R. J. Campbell, Anabelle   
 Holcomb-Smith, Jake Meyer, Eli McConkey 
19 Wade Haapajoki, Kathi Lind, Seth Sazama, Erica  
 Swenson 
20 Bob Nelsen, Isla Porter, William Porter, Aaron   
 Sopelle 
21 Connie Fordyce, Gary Krall, Margie Young 
22 Paula Mangan 
23 Darren Larson 
24 Sydney Foss, David Johnson, Megan Marlatt,   
 Saydie Olson 
25 Darlene Blake, Diane Flesher, Jackie Sliver, Cally  
 Robertson, Christopher Rud 
26 Russell Heittola, Diane Hoglin, Jordan Peterson,  
 Brandon Thompson 
27 Atlie Danielson, Joshua Hukriede, Tammy   
 Stellmach 
28 Dean Clink, Hanson Devine, Kim Larson, Kelsey  
 Pape, Kaden Schilling 
29 Joseph Anderson, Christine Cox, Trayton   
 Lofstrom, Erik Speer, Avery Vagts 
30 Raegan Coonfield, Rory Peterson 
31 Leesha Bisek, Jim Jackson 

3/2 Dave & Rita Linder 
3/4 Gary & Diane Hoglin❖ 
3/5 Dave & Kari Stengrim 
3/8 Dan & Lisa Tupy 
3/9 Brian & Maria Orlowski 
3/11 Gary & Iris Weihemuller❖ 
3/12 Dick & Carol Rodseth 
3/20 Dan & Beth Selinger❖ 
3/24 Amber & Mark Taylor 
3/28 Gary & Betty Krall✞ 
3/30 Chris & Wendy Adamson❖ 

  
  ❖=Celebrating 24-49 years! 
  ✞=Celebrating 50 years or more! 



6190 Fairview Rd 
Baxter, MN 56425-8285

Thank you to Mark & Becky Beckerleg  
for making the  

beautiful cabinet for our Commons.  
We will be filling it soon. 

Behind the Scenes


