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“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that
evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.” — Ephesians 6:13
This week, in my devotions, I’ve been wrestling with a text from Ephesians. It comes from a
book in which the writer is encouraging the community of believers to withstand the
persecution of the larger society. Here, truth is likened to a belt, righteousness to a
breastplate, shoes to whatever enables the proclamation of the gospel of peace, salvation
to a helmet, and the Word of God to a sword. All of the physical equipment mentioned
would have been standard issue to soldiers of the day and all of the spiritual equipment
mentioned is necessary for Christians to stand firm.
This image may be appealing because, at times, it feels like life is a battle. One of the
things that I fear about this passage is the danger for people to misuse the biblical
command to “stand firm” and interpret it to mean “stand stubborn.”
Someone who “stands stubborn” will not listen to ideas that differ from his or her own
ideas. Such a person will reject a differing point of view out of hand. Such a person will
refuse to change one’s position regardless of any new insights or situation in which they
find themselves. Certainty this can then become a snare that entraps, rather than a freeing
pursuit of the Gospel of Peace we’re all called to proclaim.
How are we to distinguish the difference between one who “stands firm” and one who
“stands stubborn”? When confronted with an inconvenient truth, those who stand
stubborn become fearful, they seek to hide their own inner insecurities and take up a siege
mentality. Before long they lose the Spirit of God’s love.
Standing firm, quite the opposite of stubbornness, is dedicated to truth. God’s truth. Which
is revealed to us in scripture, but is always understood to be a truth that surpasses our
complete understanding. Standing firm does involve being willing to debate, but also being
willing to listen. It involves an openness to consider alternatives. It is intent not on winning
the battle but rather on reaching a beneficial goal. A holy outcome. All the while doing so in
a way that doesn’t sacrifice basic principles but acts out of humility and a willingness to be
unpopular, if necessary.
Our times certainly call us to lay claim to this ancient truth found in scripture. People of
Brainerd and beyond: be Warriors of a different nature. Stand firm.
Blessings
Pastor Steven J. Rye
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God’s Work. Our Hands. - Sunday, September 9, at 10
am. We will be going to Camp Confidence and Mid
Minnesota Women’s Shelter. Email the office at
colleen.bush@lolbaxter.org if you would like to
volunteer.
Martha Circle - Is a women’s Bible study and meets
the 2nd Tuesday of each month (Sept.-June). They will
meet September 11 at 7 pm, location to be
announced. For more information contact Sally
Jacobsen at 218-829-1704.
Sarah Circle - Will have their first meeting September
11 at 1 pm at Lord of Life in Fellowship Hall. Come for
fellowship and Bible study. If you would like more
information contact Bugs Schmidt at 829-3864.
Pray & Ponder Women’s Breakfast - Join us one
Saturday each month from 9:00-11:00 am for great
food, conversation, inspiration and prayer. Our first
Pray & Ponder will be Saturday, October 6th in the
Commons at Lord of Life. Contact Wendy Adamson at
wendyadamson@gmail.com with any questions.
Musical Opportunity for Kids - Starting this fall we
would love for kids to play a musical instrument or
sing during communion. If you are interested in this,
please email the church office at
colleen.bush@lolbaxter.org.
Men’s Breakfast - Join the Men’s Breakfast every
Friday at 6:30 am at Lord of Life for Bible study,
fellowship, fun and food. For more information contact
Ted Anderson at 218-831-1372.
Thursday Men’s Fellowship - Join us for Men’s
Fellowship & Bible study on Thursdays at 10:00 am in
the Commons at Lord of Life. For more information
contact Ted Anderson 218-831-1372.

Prayers for Strength, Comfort and Healing…

For Denny Hennen, Lisa Tupy's uncle, who had a cardiac
arrest, waiting to see the level of brain activity.
For Seth Pederson, son-in-law of Bruce & Carol
Femling, who has cancer of the liver and is having
further tests done.
For Tonya, Rick & Renzen Caughey, who lost their
home in a house fire. Prayers for Rick who is
hospitalized from injuries.
David Schliek, who has stage 4 cancer.
Bruce Femling, as he recovers from a single
lung transplant.
www.caringbridge.org/visit/brucefemling

Sunday’s Lessons
September 2 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Psalm 15;
James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
September 9 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 35:4-7; Psalm 146;
James 2:1-10; Mark 7:24-37
September 16 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 50:4-9, Psalm 116:1-9;
James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38
September 23 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54;
James 3:13—4:3, 7-8; Mark 9:30-37
September 30 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Psalm 19:7-14;
James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50

Faithful Mothers - Join us this fall for Faithful Mothers.
We will meet on Wednesday mornings at Lord of Life
from 10 am to 11:30 am starting September 5.
Lolly (Lots of Living Left Yet) - is Lord of Life’s senior
group which meets the third Wednesday of each
month from September through May. Please consider
joining us for a relaxing time of great food, fun
fellowship and informative presentations. We hope to
see new faces as we begin our 2018-2019 program
year.
Lolly will meet on Wednesday, September 19, at
11:30 am for a potluck lunch in Fellowship Hall. The
program will be presented by a representative from
“Fishing Has No Boundaries,” a weekend program of
fun and fishing for people with disabilities. For more
information call either Pat Huhta (218-330-3447),
Mary Anderson (218-330-6171) or the church office
(218-828-9374).
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Worship Schedule
September Schedule
Wednesdays at 6 pm
Sunday, Sept. 2, one service at 9 am
Gods work. Our Hands Sunday, Sept. 9,
one service at 9 am
Rally Sunday & Little Lambs Blessing, Sept. 16,
services at 9 am and 10:30 am
September 23 & 30,
services at 9 am and 10:30 am
All Wednesday and Sunday services will have
Kid’s Time during church services.

Celebrate Generosity - General Fund Pledge Campaign
MEMO: To Lord of Life Members and Supporters
I am writing to ask for your help in maintaining and growing Lord of Life's capacity to do ministry. We've got a great
thing going here - but we need your help!
During the month of May, you should have received a letter detailing the $70,000 financial shortfall that our
congregation was facing during this past fiscal year (July 2017-June 2018). The good news is that the year ended
better than that deficit. The bad news is that we were still $25,720 short. We did not carry over this debt into the new
fiscal year.
We have two options:
Cut nearly $26K from our next year's budget
•
Grow our giving to meet the need
•
Our plan is to do a combination of these two things. Below is an outline of the cuts that we are planning to make:
Not funding part-time staff for Children’s Ministry
•
Cutback funding for new worship and choral music
•
25%-50% reduction in financial support and subsidies for Day Camp, Student Bible Class, Sunday School,
•
Confirmation and Youth Groups
Delay in plans for Cradle Roll (children 0-36 months) and Milestone ministry expansion
•
Eliminate funds intended for staff raises (last staff raise was 1% in February 2017)
•
Reduce support, supplies and training funds for current staff
•
Decreased ELCA, NE MN Synod and local Benevolence financial support
•
You can help us grow our giving to meet the needs. We are asking that you turn in an estimate of giving for the
current fiscal year (July 2018-June 2019) that represents an increased level of support for our congregation.
These are important ministries. EVERY DOLLAR THAT IS PLEDGED THROUGH AN INCREASE IN THE ESTIMATE OF
GIVING WILL BE USED TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF THE BUDGET CUTS. Pledge cards will be collected during
worship on Rally Day, September 12 & 16, or they can be dropped off or mailed to the church office. Additional
Pledge Cards are available on the Welcome Center.
As you prayerfully decide how to respond, please note that this FALL we will be communicating with you regarding
the Capital Campaign needs. There are several pressing projects and we need to shore up the funds that are
dedicated to servicing our debt. We keep these two pledge requests separate so that you may clearly understand how
your support is needed in both of these areas.
Scott Kraling
Council Treasurer

New Member Orientation 101
If you are looking for a church home, Lord of Life offers a New Member Orientation 101 class. These classes are for
those interested in membership at Lord of Life and those seeking more information on Lord of Life’s mission and
ministries. Member Orientation 101 class is a one-night event and attendance is required by all who wish to become
members of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
Here are the upcoming sessions.
Sunday, September 9 from 4 pm to 5:30 pm
Wednesday, October 3 from 7 pm to 8:30 pm
Monday, November 5 from 7 pm to 8:30 pm
Register at: https://lolbaxter.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/43/responses/new
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THANK YOU, LORD OF LIFE!
Thanks to your prayer support, encouragement, and an anonymous
donor’s generous financial gift, we, Deb Bergstrom and Lolly Kalinoski, are
now your trained Stephen Ministry Leaders. We attended the Stephen
Ministry Leader Training Course in Dallas, Texas from July 15 through July
21, 2018 and are already at work on the beginning stages of making Stephen Ministry happen at Lord of Life.
Watch this space in each month’s Good News newsletter as we, with the help of the Holy Spirit, make progress stepby-step. Please continue to pray for God’s guidance in this effort. Please also pray that God will work in the hearts of
Lord of Life members whom God may be calling to serve either as Stephen Ministers or to be served as Care
Receivers.
Below are Stephen Ministry FAQs:
WHAT IS STEPHEN MINISTRY? Stephen Ministry is a system through which members of Lord of Life are trained and
organized to help provide Christian caregiving to members of our congregation and community. This will multiply
the amount of caring ministry Lord of Life can provide by giving us a whole team of skilled caregivers who are
equipped to bring Christ’s healing love to people who are grieving, in crisis, or experiencing other stresses in life.
WHY LAY MINISTRY? Stephen Ministry is based on the idea that all Christians are ministers. The responsibility for
passing on God’s love is for all Christians, not just for a chosen few. God has given us all gifts for ministry to use.
Stephen Ministry is a way people with special gifts for caring ministry can use those gifts to bring Christ’s love to
people in need.
WHY STEPHEN MINISTRY? We have many needs for care in our congregation and community: people experiencing
divorce, grief, a terminal illness, job loss, relocation, an empty nest, retirement, hospitalization, loneliness, and
many other stresses or challenges. Often people with needs suffer silently or do not request or receive the level of
care they really need. With only two pastors for a congregation of 1500 members, you can quickly see why it would
be impossible for our pastors to meet every single need of every single person. Stephen Ministry expands the care
Lord of Life can offer by equipping and organizing members to provide Christian care. This gives us a larger pool of
people with the gifts, skills, and calling to bring Christ’s love and care to those who most need it.
WHO BENEFITS FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY? Everybody benefits from Stephen Ministry. Those receiving care from
Stephen Ministers benefit because they receive prayer and support throughout the crisis they face. Stephen
Ministers benefit through the spiritual growth they experience from being involved in meaningful ministry. Our
pastors benefit because caring ministry at Lord of Life is expanded and fewer people will slip through the cracks.
Most of all, you benefit from the knowledge that special care is available to you should you need it. In addition, you
now have a place where you can refer a friend, neighbor, coworker, relative, or anyone else you know who is going
through a difficult time so that they can receive special care when they need it most. Stephen Ministry makes Lord of
Life a much more caring place!
WHO ARE STEPHEN MINISTERS? Stephen Ministers are members of Lord of Life who will go through 50 hours of
training to provide high-quality Christian care to individuals experiencing a crisis or challenge such as divorce, grief,
loss of a job, hospitalization, relocation, or loneliness. Stephen Ministers are each assigned a Care Receiver and meet
with that Care Receiver for 1 to 1-1/2 hours a week. This caring relationship will last for as long as the Care Receiver
needs it.
HOW DOES STEPHEN MINISTRY WORK? Most often, when someone feels the need for receiving care, he or she first
will speak with Pr. Erika or Pr. Steve. The pastor then will request that our Stephen Ministry Referrals Coordinator
meet with that person, explain further how Stephen Ministry works, and help determine whether Stephen Ministry is
the kind of help the person needs. The Referrals Coordinator will then match that person (the Care Receiver) with
one of our available Stephen Ministers. Everything a Care Receiver says to his or her Stephen Minister is kept
permanently confidential. The Stephen Minister doesn’t try to solve problems; rather, he or she listens, cares, prays,
and helps the Care Receiver find his or her path to healing and wholeness. Our goal is to be ready to match Care
Receivers with Stephen Ministers by early June of 2019, which is when our first Stephen Ministers will have
completed their 50 hours of training and will have been commissioned.
We feel blessed and excited to have been chosen to lead Lord of Life into becoming a place where more care and
caring opportunities will help us to obey Jesus’ vision for His people.
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Deb Bergstrom, Stephen Ministry Leader and Stephen Leader Team Coordinator
Lolly Kalinoski, Stephen Ministry Leader and Stephen Ministry Referrals Coordinator

Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life
As many of you know, Lolly and I just returned from
Stephen Ministry Leader Training. Needless to say we are
very excited to start this Ministry as soon as we can. An
eight hour class that was presented to us was Discovering
God’s Vision for Your Life: You and your Spiritual Gifts.
The Holy Spirit has given each of us unique gifts to carry
out God’s work in the world. It is not necessarily easy,
however, to discover our gifts or to develop and use them
effectively. That’s why our congregation is offering this
course.
Where do you fit into Christ’s body, the church? The answer
lies in the unique gifts God has given you. This course will
provide a renewed understanding of who God created you
to be and God’s design for Christian community.
Participants will find clues to their spiritual gifts in the
Haugk Spiritual Gifts Inventory and other gifts discovery
activities. They will then explore opportunities to further
develop and use their gifts in the congregation and
community.
People are hungry to know God’s will for their lives and
experience the transformation that such knowledge brings.
Spiritual gifts are for the community, so when individuals
are changed by God, the community grows and changes as
well. Discovering and developing spiritual gifts energizes
people and invigorates congregations!
This class will be taught by John Wolf. Sessions will be a
fast-paced combination of lecture, discussion, and
experiential activities that will explore such topics as the
following.
•
•
•
•
•

The Deep Spirituality of Spiritual Gifts
Dependence ➤ Independence ➤ Interdependence
Ministry vs. Volunteerism
Gifts, Offices, Functions, and Fruit of the Spirit
Spiritual Gifts and Burnout Prevention

Beginning on Sunday September 30, the class will meet
every Sunday at 10:30 am through November 18.
There is a fee of $15, to cover the cost of materials. Each
session will build upon previous sessions, so faithful
attendance is necessary.
Register at https://lolbaxter.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/
64/responses/new.

2018 Northeastern Minnesota
Synod Assembly
We were privileged to be Lord of Life’s voting
members to the 2018 Northeastern Minnesota
Synod Assembly which was held at Cragun’s Resort
on Gull Lake. Along with good food and fellowship
we were able to enjoy the beauty of the location.
We were greeted by Bishop Aitken and provided
budget and operating information by the officers
and synod office staff. Worship services were held
each day, and we had wonderful keynote speakers.
Saturday, we participated in workshops covering a
number of different topics and helped conduct the
business of the Synod during a very well planned
business session.
The Synod Assembly is a rewarding weekend. If this
sounds like something you would like to experience
we encourage you to talk with either Pastor Steve or
Pastor Erika for more information.
Brenda Johnson and Mary Anderson

Lord of Life Quilters
Join us Thursday mornings for coffee, treats,
fellowship and quilting from 9 am to 12 pm. Our
first meeting will be Thursday, September 6.
We are a fun group and are always looking for
additional volunteers. We design, cut squares and tie
quilt tops.
Last year we contributed 91 quilts. We make quilts
for all our graduating seniors and donate to
Lutheran Social Services and VA, Safe Harbor
Transition, Brighter Days Foundation, Camp
Knutson, NE MN Synod, Luther Crest, Camp
Confidence, Brainerd Senior Center, St. Joe’s
Hospital and emergency quilts for those in need.
It’s a rewarding service we do for our community.
Any donations of 100 percent cotton fabrics, yarn
for tying and thread for sewing are greatly
appreciated. Please continue to drop off your cans in
our quilt trailer to raise funds to help our mission
continue.

Let the Holy Spirit work in your life!
Thank you and blessings,
Lolly and Deb
Stephen Ministry Leaders

The church office will
be closed on Monday,
September 3.
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ANNOUNCING SHORT COURSE: How Lutherans Interpret the Bible
You are invited to explore these Lutheran ways of interpreting the Bible through a seven session series that will be
offered each week at Lord of Life on both Monday evenings and Thursday mornings beginning October 8. Based on a
video series by Dr. Mark Allan Powell, a Lutheran pastor and Bible professor at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus,
Ohio. You’ll be invited to explore seven important questions about Lutherans and the Bible. We will not prescribe “the
Lutheran way" to read the Bible nor dismiss the way you may have come to understand the Bible. Instead we’ll present
a variety of Lutheran perspectives for interpreting the Bible. Through our discussions you will discover answers to
questions you have always had about the Bible.
For example, one question that often gets asked is how we determine right and wrong as a church. In session five,
we’ll learn Lutheran ways to discern when a biblical law should or should not apply to a situation. Those of us who
have strong opinions on the significant social issues of our time will be provided biblical counsel to consider how our
opinions have been shaped and formed consciously or not by the biblical witness and tradition. The presentations will
be enhanced by using Biblical texts such as the Beatitudes in Matthew’s Gospel or the parable of the Prodigal Son to
offer concrete examples and practical application. In viewing all of these seven sessions, we will also answer questions
you have never thought about. Perhaps you’ve been aware our Lutheran commitment to dialogue on the important
social matters of our time but you have never asked why. Through this series you will have a clearer picture of why
dialogue plays such an important role in matters of biblical interpretation for Lutherans.
Sessions will start Monday, October 8 from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm and Thursday, October 11 from 8 am to 9 am
The session titles are:
Session 1: The Word of God
Session 2: What Lutherans Say About the Bible
Session 3: Where the Bible comes From
Session 4: Interpreting the Bible in Context
Session 5: Determining Right from Wrong
Session 6: The Many Meanings of the Bible
Session 7: Devotional Bible Reading
ANNOUNCING SHORT COURSE: Confronting Death: A Christian Approach to the End of Life with Walter Wangerin, Jr.
"You and I sooner or later are going to experience what comes to all people, we are going to experience dying. But there is a
difference between us and the world—the world looks away from that fact and tries to hide it as much as possible—but we as
faithful people have the power and ability to look death straight in the eye and understand it."
Coming this spring, we will be offering the short course: Confronting Death: A Christian Approach to the End of Life with
Walter Wangerin, Jr. Coming from his own experiences of living with life-threatening cancer for the last two plus years,
Walter Wangerin, Jr. speaks directly from the heart in this poignant and instructional new series. He speaks about how
cancer has changed his life and how his faith has sustained and prepared him to face death itself.
But Confronting Death is not for the Christian idealist; it is for every Christian, as we learn how to be different from the
world: by learning to look forward to the world to come without dismissing our responsibilities here and now. This
compelling teaching explains how Christ is victorious over death. Drawing from his own recent experience with cancer,
Wangerin explores:
•
•
•
•

Discovering serious illness
Caring for the one who is sick
How do we handle the pain
Confronting the dying itself

Walter Wangerin, Jr., is the award-winning author of thirty-five books, including the best-selling The Book of God; the
National Book Award-winning The Book of the Dun Cow; and, most recently, I Am My Grandpa's Enkelin, a children's book.
He has also been featured in several other DVD's including Growing Together: Building a Marriage that Lasts, The Lord's
Prayer: Entering into God's Country and The Four Acts of Prayer. Wangerin holds the Jochum Chair at Valparaiso University.

6

The same sessions will be offered on Monday evenings and Thursday mornings to accommodate schedules for those
who have to work during the day or who don’t want to go out in the evening. Choose either evening or morning to
attend or “mix and match” week-to-week if that is more convenient.
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Jaimie Senger was a proud member of Lord of Life. She passed away from Leukemia in
October of 2015 at age 18 after a 5 year battle. In her memory, her family and friends have
created Jaimie’s Purse, a non-profit organization that is dedicated to giving hope and support
to other families in our area affected by pediatric cancer.
7

Ready, Set, Let’s Go!
Welcome to Fall, one of my favorite times of the year. Church activities are
getting ready to launch as kids are heading back to school. You can feel it
in the air and the anticipation is building. Before we launch into our school
year programs, let’s take a step back to reminisce on the amazing summer
that we had together. Here are just a few highlights of what happened this
past month!

South Dakota Mission Trip
A week-long adventure with our middle school students! For
many this was their first mission trip experience. There are so
many memories and stories that we could share with you. The
road trip out to the service work we were a part of, to the people
we met at nursing homes, to kid’s clubs and painting a house,
together we served and grew in our faith in the small town of
Sissteon, SD. This was a trip none of us will forget!

ServeCAMP More Than Service
August 6th-10th Lord of Life was transformed into the host site for
ServeCAMP 2018. With the help of countless volunteers, camp
counselors from Camp Onomia and our amazing middle school youth, the stage was set for a great week.
Five days were filled with Bible lessons, service in the community at nine locations during the afternoon,
evening night games, campfire and camping in the church’s backyard under the stars. Service was just a
small part of what happened here this week. One of the highlights for me was seeing the connections and
relationships that were built in our community and with one another. This goes far beyond the work or
service work that was done. I pray that the bonds that were formed will continue to grow throughout the
years to come. A big “thank you” goes out to the many volunteers, host homes and everyone who was
praying for us this week. Thank you for all your support!
Tim Slinger
Youth Director
8
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Important Fall Programming Dates
Sept. 12th - Rally Wednesday, 7th-9th grade
Confirmation Orientation, Teen’s Upstream
Sept. 15th-16th - 9th grade Confirmation Retreat
Sept. 16th - Sunday night Middle School Youth
Group 5:30pm-7pm
Sept. 19th First night of Confirmation Class
If you are interested in learning more about all the
fall programs or would you like to volunteer to help
out with one of them, come talk with me. Blessings
to all our students as they begin another school
year. I look forward to seeing you all this fall!
Tim Slinger
Youth Director

9

Dear Pastor Steve, Pastor Erika, Anne & LOL Church family
Greetings from Petrolina!
Sherry and I say “THANK YOU” for your gift of $350 towards our
support package, and for the privilege of continuing our ministry
with Bethany Gateways here in Petrolina.
The first semester is over, and our students left Wednesday, June
27th at 5:30 pm on their Missions trip. Some returned on the 10th
of July to Petrolina, while most are going home for a couple of
weeks. We are calling it a miracle, how do 44 full-time students,
interns or missionaries raise almost six thousand dollars? God once again proves His faithfulness to our obedience
in moving our Bible School to the Northeast to prepare men and women of character to
evangelize the Northeast, Brazil and the world.
In May we updated our graduate database from our humble beginnings in July of 2000 when
we arrived in Petrolina. These were our findings: 111 students have graduated, 93 graduates
or 84% are working in the ministry. 61 graduates or 53% are full time ordained pastors or
ministry partners in churches of different denominations. 58 graduates or 53% are working
full time here in the Northeast of Brazil. 32 graduates or 29% are either full time missionaries
in Petrolina, Brazil or Transculturally.
Beatriz is from the neighboring state of Piaui, a Class of 2015 graduate, sent by her Lutheran
church to study at our Bible School. She did her weekend evangelism all three years with her
pastor, working in two different cities. Her internship was done in the Southern state of Santa
Catarina where she worked with a very conservative Lutheran Church with a strong Germanic
background. Beatriz encountered very strong prejudices in her new community because of her
skin color and the church. She was determined to be a blessing and to do her best to serve her
church. At the end of her 10-month internship she was invited to stay on as an associate pastor, but she said she
had to return and finish her studies in Petrolina. Beatriz is now the Pastor of the two small churches where she did
her weekend evangelism and is doing a wonderful job. (The previous pastor received a call to return to his home
city.) This semester Beatriz will be giving a class on Church Planting here at our Seminary and is getting married in
December to a pastor of a Lutheran Church near her home town in Piaui. Beatriz is a consecrated pastor of the
Lutheran Church of Brazil.
The class of 2018 has 16 students: 10 are women, two of them married, one to a
1999 Seminary graduate from Minas Gerais and the other is studying with her
husband. Some already have invitations for 2019.
This is all possible because you are an intricate part of our daily life here in
Petrolina. You pray for us, and you help us with our monthly financial support.
We love it here and we know God has more surprises in store for us and our Bible
School.
Thank you again.
Gary & Sherry Hauter
Serving in Brazil with Bethany Gateway Mission for over 31 years
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Shipwrecked VBS
Evening VBS was August 12-15. We had 39 kids this year and they had a great
time learning how Jesus Rescues us when we are lonely, when we worry and
when we struggle. Kids learned these through Bible stories, Bible buddies,
games, songs and Imagination station.

Thank you
volunteers!
Your help during
VBS was a
LIFESAVER.
We would’ve
been a
WRECK
without you!
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Dear Deb,
Dear Lord of Life Church,
I wanted to thank you for inviting us to speak at your
church services. As we shared, our needs are great this
year with 7 families partnering with us. With $700,000 to
be raised and over 9,000 volunteers hours needed, every
hand, every dollar and every prayer makes a difference.

My colleague, Marie Wiegert, will be in touch with
you about submitting a 1-year report about how
you have used these funds.

We would love to visit with you and explore the many
different ways you can support these families in need.
Together, we can end housing poverty, one home at a
time!

Deb, we look forward to you joining us as a
member of the Evangelical Lutheran Parish Nurse
Association (ELPNA).

Gratefully,

Blessings on all your ministries at Lord of life and
in the community of Baxter.

Ruth Ann Keith
Habitat For Humanity

Yours in Christ,

Thank you for your prayers and support during my recent
hip replacement surgery.
It went well, and continues to heal. Knowing there were
prayers out there helped my recovery and peace of mind!
I’m thankful for the advances in medical techniques that
made this procedure possible and to our Lord who makes
all things possible
Kevin Olson
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We are thrilled to be sending you this $500 grant
to help you continue the good work of your Parish
Nurse program at Lord of Life Lutheran Church.

Becky Hulden
ELPNA Region 3 Treasurer
Dear Lord of Life Church Family,
Thank you all for the phone calls and generous
monetary gift we received to use toward our
recovery and our new home. Your continued prayers
are welcomed as Rick has a long road ahead.
Many thanks,
Rick, Tonya and Renzen Caughey
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Lord of Life Lutheran Ministry Opportunities
Connecting to Christ
Circle, Martha - Meets the second Tuesday of the month off
site at 7:00 p.m. (August-June) For more information contact
Mary Anderson 330-6171 maryteda@charter.net
Circle, Sarah - Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 1:00
p.m. (Sept-May) at Lord of Life. For information contact Bugs
Schmidt 829-3864 shmidye@icloud.com
Men’s Breakfast - Fridays, 6:30 a.m. at LOL for Bible study,
fellowship, fun and food - Ted Anderson 218-831-1372
Men’s Fellowship - Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. at LOL for Bible
study, fellowship and fun - Ted Anderson 831-1372
New Member Class - For individuals and families interested in
joining Lord of Life. Childcare is provided upon request. - Pastor
Steve 828-9374 steve@lolbaxter.org
Pray & Ponder Women’s Breakfast - A gathering of women on
one Saturday each month, 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. in the
Commons. (Oct.-May). Experience great food, conversation,
inspiration and prayer. Contact Wendy Adamson at
wendyadamson@ymail.com
Prayer Chain - Faithfully lift up in prayer the needs and
concerns of our church family and their loved ones. Contact
Lolly Kalinoski at 828-3699.
Connecting to our Community
Caring for Creation Workgroup
We will meet from 4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. the third Wednesday of
the month. The Caring for Creation Workgroup on ecology and
the environment is grounded in a biblical vision of God's
intention for the healing and wholeness of creation. This group
will meet to discuss ways to help take care of God’s Creation.
Contact Todd Holman with any questions at tholman@tnc.org.
Habitat for Humanity - Scott Hall,
(w) 828-8517– scott.hall@lakesareahabitat.org
LOL Quilters - The LOL Quilters will meet Thursdays, from 9
am to 12 pm. Quilts are made for our graduating seniors, local
charities and special requests. Thursdays are used for quilt
designing, packaging into kits for LOL volunteers to sew into
quilt tops, and also for tying and binding. Sewing experience is
not required! If you have any questions you can contact Jan
Hardesty at 218-828-1434.
Prayer Shawl Group - Meets 3 to 4 times a year. Anyone who is
interested in this wonderful ministry is welcome to join our
group. Please contact Jeannine zumBrunnen 829-2177zummyb@brainerd.net or Brenda Johnson 831-9725–
brensid@brainerd.net. Check our website at
www.shawlministry.com for more information.
Soup Kitchen - Serving meals at Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen
(923 Oak St., Brainerd), first Sunday of each month at 11:00
a.m. - To volunteer contact Nancy Smith (820-4273) or sign-up on
the clipboard in the Narthex.

Connecting to Each Other
Sunday Evening Book Discussion Group meets on
alternating Sundays at 6:30 p.m. (Sept. - May). All book
lovers are welcome. Contact: Jerry Kuehn at
218-820-8566.
Monday Afternoon Book Group will meet at 1:00
p.m.each Monday (Sept. - May). For more information
contact Nancy Smith 820-4273.
Tuesday Morning Book Group This group meets on the
1st and the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. and
focuses on studying biblical books to expand our
knowledge of the Bible and grow in faith. Contact Claire
Rud at paulclairerud@msn.com.
Caring Friends Ministry - Find out how to become a
Caring Friend or to receive this ministry as you navigate
life transitions. Meets the fourth Monday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. Contact Jeannine zumBrunnen 829-2177
zummyb@brainerd.net
LOL Ministry Teams - Congregational Life, Children’s
Education, Adult Education, Evangelism, Finance,
Property, Social Concerns, Stewardship, Worship, Youth Pastor Erika 828-9374 erika@lolbaxter.org
LOLLY (Lots of Living Left Yet) - Meets the third
Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m.; ages 55+ (SeptMay). Call Mary Anderson at 330-6171 or Ted Anderson
at maryteda@charter.net for more info.
Pre-Marriage Retreat - For couples preparing for the joys
and struggles of married life. This is a pre-requisite for
couples planning to be married at LOL. For more
information, contact Anne in the church office at
828-9374 or anne@lolbaxter.org
Wednesday Night Supper Prep & Serving - Assist with
cooking and serving of our Wednesday evening meal.
(Sept.-May) Contact the church office at
www.lolbaxter.org
Those Older Folders - Our energetic group meets every
Friday at 1:00 p.m. to fold bulletins for the Sunday
services.
For updated information on the above events,
check out our website:
http://www.lolbaxter.org
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Daily Prayers and Staff
The Scripture tells us to pray

for each other (James 5:16). As a body we pray for our
congregation, alphabetically rotating through our
church family on an annual basis. Each week we will
pray for specific Lord of Life families. Although you may
not know each member of our congregation, our God
listens to the prayers we bring on each other‘s behalf
before his throne. Please make a commitment to
include your brothers and sisters at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church in your daily prayers.
September 2-8
Andrea & Mike Anderson
Layne & Helene Danielson
Melanie & Adam Helmrichs
Mark & Carlene Lange
Kevin & Leann Peterson
Jon & Kim Stolski

Ministry Operations Manager

Anne Laechel

anne@lolbaxter.org
Sr. Pastor’s Ministry Assistant

Colleen Bush

colleen@lolbaxter.org
Youth Director

Tim Slinger
tim@lolbaxter.org

Tim & Kristine Booth
Jason & Emilee Freed
David Johnson
Mike & Michelle Mohrfeld
Jared & Laura Sazama

Senior Choir Director

Cindy Brichacek
Steve & Renae Goll
Bob Kelling
Curtis & Kim Nelson
Tom Schuster
Barbara Wilson-Jacobs

September 16-22
Andy & Jana Behr
Paul & Deb Cervantez
Kevin & Jan Hall
Steve & Lisa Kohls
Ted & Susan Olds
Troy & Karen Skarolid

Ken & Phyllis Campbell
Paul & Karen Erickson
Todd Holman
John & Conith Mackner
Mark Robideaux
Bruce & Judy Tollefson

Sarah Aamot

sarah-lundin@hotmail.com
Spiritual Gifts Coordinator/
Parish Nurse

Deb Bergstrom
deb@lolbaxter.org

Custodians

September 9-15
Mark & Rose Bankers
Erik & Ellen Dovre
Dalen & Lori Hodge
Kathi Lind
Andy & Katie Rangen
Erin & Chad Sweet

September 23-29
John & Char Berns
Amy & Chris Foley
Katy Jacobs
Mike & Kelly McConkey
Frank & Joy Ruzich
John & Wendy VanMoer

Lord of Life Office & Program Staff

Karen & Paul Erickson
kde12112@gmail.com

Pianist

Jennifer Person
jennifer.person@lolbaxter.org

Sunday Traditional Group Dir.

Jennifer Person

Wed Musician Coordinator

Jennifer Person

Jack & Irene Christofferson
Travis & Heather Hanson
Marcie & Jeffrey Krall
Jeremy & Melissa Pape
Richard & Bette Speed

Newsletter Team
Editor: Colleen Bush. Please send all Newsletter
articles to: colleen@lolbaxter.org
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The Good News is published monthly. Articles
for the October Newsletter are due
September 17.

September Birthdays
1
2
3
5
6

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
28

29
30

Brad English, Emily Price, Maxine Sanders
Mark Beckerleg, Cato Clough, Josie Kramer,
Kayden Olson
Joseph Foley, Brett Fredrickson, Michelle Joyce,
Ivy Ruzynski, Brynlee Schilling, Mark Taylor
Grace Aadland, Mary Anderson, Erin Hoelzel,
Barb Schliek-Coffman, Avery Skwira
Mary Aalgaard, Mia Anderson, Michelle Brekken,
Cindy Bunting, Dan Holmes, Kyler Kennedy,
Brady Pliscott, Tim Quincer
Mike Bialka, Gary Christiansen, Tristan Dawson,
Joe Figliuzzi
Jerry Bergstrom, Eda Morlock
Ian Haug, Benjamin Krall, Ted Toensing
Carver Clough, Brian Gapinski, Elise Jensen,
Wayne Knopf, Jennifer Smith, Nancy Wadsten
Chris Foley, Trisia Hughes, Chad Morlock, Erika
Nilsen, Tanner Parrish, Abby Quincer
Paul Augustinack, Bella Barber, Avery Coonfield,
Rod Rangen
Raquel Kiffmeyer, Brandon Krall, Jeannine
zumBrunnen
Emma Balsley, Andy Holmes, Jade Massie, Zack
Peterson, Jordan Skarolid, Seth Vagts
Bradyn Booth
Evan Brecht, Alex Kunesh, Maureen Mau, Nate
Nybeck, Kim Stolski, Alec Wagner
Reese Benson, Elsie Borgen, Dee Hoffman, Tami
Teague
Riley Hirsch, Sofie Newman, Addison Parks, Paige
Selisker
Andrea Anderson, James Cox, Paul Gruber, Travis
Jensen
Millie Davidson, Derek Hoglin, Hennisey Mithun,
Janelle Riley, David Silas
Reegan Anderson, Kaleb Pape, Gloria Salthe
Sandra English, Ledger Janey, Jacob Larson,
Nora Rangen
Taylor Huber, Tim Slinger
Jack Hughes, Joel Lofstrom
Whitney Luke, Luke Ruzynski, Bruce Tollefson
Terri Bahn, Doug Banks, Jackson Dwyer, Becky
Fulton, Gretchen Paysse, Peggy Rudkin, Cary
Swanson
Ruby Fromm, Jim Grover, Olivia Ithivongkham,
Betty Krall, Grant Madison
Liam Soberg

September Anniversaries
8
9
12

13
14
15

16
17
18
20
21
22
23

24

25
26
27

29
30

Randy & Kirsten Aldous❖
Craig Erpelding & Danise Miller
Greg & Paula Mangan❖
Matt & Denise Sundquist❖
Ed & Kris Ott❖
Seth & Danielle Sazama
Eldo & Bugs Schmidt✞
Russell & Lisa Heittola
Dave & Kris Peterson❖
Doug & Tammy Schultz
Michael & Andrea Anderson
Jim & Melissa Grover
Mel & Sonja Nefstead✞
Dan & Patty Sura
Stan & Lolly Kalinoski
Travis & Tracy Banks
Paul & Audrae Gruber❖
Larry & Vickie Borgstrom❖
Joel & Gia Lofstrom
Bruce & Kelly Jo Mogensen❖
Gary & Caryn Peterson
Tony & Kari Whitlock
Bob & Michelle Joyce❖
Les & Dianne McClelland❖
Emily & Blake Smith
Becky & Kevin Bocklund
Tom & Kari Campion❖
Tim & Kim Quincer❖
Les & Kathy Hall❖
Phil & Denise Stromme❖
Jack & Whitney Luke
Trevor & Jan Wangsness❖
Andy & Laura Campbell
Randy & Lorna Heidmann❖
Gary Kort & Angie Kort-Krushe
Michael & Lynda Erickson❖
Rick & Deb Smith❖
James & Lynn Miller

❖=Celebrating 25-49 years!
✞=Celebrating 50 years or more!
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6190 Fairview Rd
Baxter, MN 56425-8285

Come and listen to Paul Douglas speak on Saturday, September 22 from 10 am
to 12 pm at Lord of Life. Hear about climate change and how it could affect your family and the world,
and more importantly what we can do about it.
Paul Douglas is a nationally-respected meteorologist, with 40 years of broadcast television and radio
experience. Paul was employed by KARE-TV in Minneapolis, where he launched the “Backyard” outdoor
weather format, now being used by hundreds of TV stations nationwide. He also wrote a daily weather
column in the Star Tribune newspaper. Plus, he has authored the following publications: “Prairie Skies,
the Minnesota Weather Book”, “Restless Skies, the Ultimate Weather Book”, “Caring for Creation : The
Evangelical's Guide to Climate Change and a Healthy Environment”.

Behind the Scenes

