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BEING RENEWED 

In the middle of January, we launched a sermon series and small group experience based on 
the book “Renew Your Life” by Kai Nilsen. At this time over 100 books have been purchased 
and picked up and are hopefully being read each week. We are being renewed in worship 
every Wednesday and Sunday. Weekly there are 12 small group conversations happening 
around the weekly theme, connecting over 100 people in a deeper and richer way. Thank 
God for such a beautiful movement of the spirit! Thank you for saying YES to listen, read, 
wonder, talk and pray with others about how God’s spirit might renew your life.   

In addition to feeling a sense of renewal moving in the church, I too am feeling renewed in 
the spirit. For a week in January I had the blessing of attending a Leader Training Course for 
Stephen Ministry. While it was a time of intensive training it was soul renewing as well. I 
heard countless stories of the ways in which God’s Holy spirit has showed up for hurting 
people and brought about a renewal of faith, a renewal of hope, a renewed sense of God’s 
love and presence in their lives, a renewed understanding that they were not alone. I sat 
with people from all over the country who had experienced loss or crisis in their own life, in 
some way, and had been blessed beyond words by another caring Christian being willing to 
sit with them and walk with them through that difficulty and into a better day. I prayed and 
worshipped with people from over 20 different denominations and of all colors, shapes and 
sizes and that beautiful image of the body of Christ renewed my heart - my heart that 
sometimes feels the fracturing of this world so intensely.   

I recently had a conversation with a woman who for years has struggled in a relationship – 
and has pleaded with God for something to change. What she has come to notice is that 
God’s spirit has changed her, has renewed and reshaped her heart, so that she can love and 
offer grace and be present in a way she couldn’t before.   

I share these brief insights with you because I am daily convinced that God’s healing, 
restoring, and renewing energy is richly abundant and even when we think all hope is lost – 
the God of creation comes to us and makes something out of nothing. I am convinced that 
just as Jesus said to the disciples long ago he says to you and to me too, “I came that you 
might have life and life abundant.” I am convinced that our God in Jesus longs to free us 
from the burdens of moving too fast and wanting more and thinking it all has to happen 
NOW. I am convinced that the Spirit of God is moving to renew our lives, not only for our 
sake, but for the sake of the world.  

Being Renewed in Christ, 

Pastor Erika 

mailto:office@lolbaxter.org
http://www.lolbaxter.org
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Prayers for Strength, Comfort and Healing 
for… 
Becky Bennett, who is now in remission. 
Seth Pederson, son-in-law of Bruce & Carol Femling,   
 who has cancer of the liver and is having further   
 tests done. 
Tonya, Rick & Renzen Caughey, who lost their home in  
 a house fire. Prayers for Rick who is recovering from  
 injuries. 
David Schliek, who has stage 4 cancer. 
Bruce Femling, as he recovers from a single lung   
 transplant.  

Our members & family in the Military: 
Eric Nelson, James Nelson, Aaron Sopelle, Ben Correll
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Greetings! 

As many of you know, February 
is Heart Month. This is a great 
time to become more aware of 

heart health, heart disease and stroke. Do you know 
your numbers? For both men and women the 
normal is anything under 120/80. Blood pressure 
readings that are over 140/90 are elevated. So, 
what does this mean? Blood pressure screenings are 
important because they do tell a story. 

• Systolic blood pressure (the first number) – 
indicates how much pressure your blood is 
exerting against your artery walls when the 
heart beats. 

• Diastolic blood pressure (the second 
number) – indicates how much pressure 
your blood is exerting against your artery 
walls while the heart is resting between 
beats. 

So as you can see, maintaining a normal blood 
pressure eases the work your heart does and lowers 
some of the risk of heart disease and stroke. 

I will be starting Blood Pressure screening once a 
month beginning on February 3 between services. 
We will announce room location that Sunday in 
worship. Please come for a blood pressure check! 

Blessings,  

Deb Bergstrom RN 
Parish Nurse 
deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org

Renew Your Life - Sermon Series 
continues in February 

Jan. 30/Feb. 3 – The Energy of Paradox  
Key verse: Romans 12:15 

We will explore how accepting the crosses and 
contradictions of our lives can open up a channel for the 
redeeming power of God’s love. 

Feb. 6/10 – The Energy of the Natural World  
Key verses: John 15:1-11 

During our worship together, we will examine the 
practices of noticing, noticing what we notice, and acting 
on what we notice in our world. 

Feb. 13/17 – The Energy of Relationships  
Key verses: John 15:12-17 

The sermon will explore the concept of “We, not Me, in 
Creation,” and how we can “Do Deep,” avoiding the 
danger of being confined to a single-story line. 

Feb. 20/24 – The Energy of fruitful Work  
Key verse: Ephesians 2:8 

During our worship together, we will explore the fruit of 
fruitful work, how that relates to money and where a 
fruit-filled life will take us next. 

Feb. 27/ March 3 – The Energy of Rest and Conclusion  
Key verse: Hebrews 4:9 

We will explore the healthy relationship between work 
and rest, and how a daily, weekly, and life-long rhythm 
of sabbath can renew our bodies, minds and spirits.

mailto:deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org
mailto:deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org


Lord of Life will have a 
blood drive Friday, 
February 22, from 12 
pm-5 pm. Walk-ins are 
welcome or you can 
make an appointment 
at redcrossblood.org.
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Join us for a Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday, February 3 at 9:45 am.  
Free-will donations will go towards 
our youth going on the mission  
trip in July.

We will have a potluck/carry in on 
Wednesday, February 6 and 
regular suppers on February 13, 
20 and 27 starting at 5:15 pm.

This Month on Your Connection Cards 
Please mark the Connection Cards if 
you are interested in being a part of: 

Sarah Circle -  is a women’s bible study that meets 
the second Tuesday of the month at Lord of life at 
1:00 pm. 

Funeral Hospitality - When there is a funeral would 
you like to be put on the list to help in the kitchen. 
Can’t help in the kitchen how about bringing  a 
salad or dessert for the luncheon? 

Take Them a Meal - Would you like to be put on the 
list to call when a congregation member needs a 
meal brought to them? 

Children’s Education Team - Be a part of the 
Children’s Education Team where you help support 
Day Camps, Vacation Bible School, Rally Day, 
Sunday School and help with Blast events. 

Martha Circle - is a women’s bible study that meets 
the second Tuesday of the month off site at 7:00 
pm. 

Caring Friends - is a group of Lord of Life members 
who raise funds and distribute those funds in 
support of congregation members who are 
experiencing difficult times.

3rd Annual NE MN Synod EcoFaith Summit 
  

Saturday, March 30, 2019 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Brainerd 

9:00 a.m. Registration and Coffee 
9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Summit 

  
Caring for creation is important to everything we do as 
church. The EcoFaith Summit will be a day of equipping 
congregations to initiate or enhance creation care teams. 
Learn how your church can integrate care of creation 
throughout all of your congregation’s activities, including 
worship, education, congregational life, building and 
grounds, and community engagement.  
  
The day will include a keynote presentation by Pastor 
David Carlson, D.Min., practical break-out sessions, and 
vibrant earth-honoring worship.  
  
Registration has been paid by Lord of Life Care of Creation 
Group; please email the church office if you are interested 
in going at colleen@lolbaxter.org.

There will be a Prayer Shawl meeting on 
Tuesday, February 19, at 2 pm in the 
Commons. Please bring prayer shawls that 
you have finished for a blessing. The shawls 
can be any size and any style. If you have 
any questions, please call Brenda at 
218-831-9725.

1st Communion Class  
for 5th graders and their parent(s) 

It's time to put 1st Communion Classes on your 
calendar! Our classes will be opportunities for 
parents and kids to learn together about the gift of 
Holy Communion, the significance of bread and 
wine and the blessing of being a part of a faith 
community. First Communion Class will be March 
18 & 25, April 1 & 8 from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. We'll 
celebrate First Communion on Maundy Thursday, 
April 18 at 7 pm and Easter Sunday, April 21 at 
either the 9 am or 10:30 am worship Services! 
Register at: 
https://tinyurl.com/lolfirstCommunion2019

Pray & Ponder Women’s Breakfast 

Join us Saturday, February 2, from 9:00 am to 11:00 am 
at LOL, for great food, conversation, inspiration and 
prayer. If you have any questions contact Wendy Adamson 
at wendyadamson@ymail.com.

http://www.redcrossblood.org/give/drive/driveSearchList.jsp?zipSponsor=56425
mailto:wendyadamson@ymail.com
mailto:colleen@lolbaxter.org
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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February Youth Update 

Confirmation 
Jane Peterson will be talking with our 7th-9th grade Confirmation class and parents 
on February 6th. We are looking forward to Jane’s talk on having a growth mindset. 
Along with the growth mindset conversation, our 7th & 8th graders will continue 
their studies of the Old Testament while 9th graders begin conversations around the 
topics of “Our Neighbors’ Faith” and “Faith & Science.” 

Teen’s Upstream 
Are you currently in 9th-12th grade? I encourage you to come check out our youth 
group on Wednesday nights from 8pm-9pm. Gather your friends and enjoy a 

midweek break! Check it out this month! 

Summer 2019 Mission Trip Update 
Youth spots are full for our trip this year. We will be taking 30 high schoolers to upstate New York this summer! Make 
sure you check back each month for updates on the trip as we get closer! 

Pancake Breakfast 
February 3rd: It’s Super Bowl Sunday. Join us at church for our monthly pancake breakfast put on by the youth. Free-
will donations will be collected and put toward our summer trip! Thank you for your support and we look forward to 
seeing you! 

Middle School Youth Group 
If you are in 5th-8th grade check out our youth group that meets regularly on Sundays from 5:30pm-7pm.  Don’t miss 
out on our “Snow Fun Day” with Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa this month. Join us for an afternoon of snow 
games at the Luther Crest North property in Nisswa. You are always welcome to invite a friend! Mark your calendars 
today! 

Luther Crest Snow Fun Day 
Date: February 24th 

Time: 12:30pm-3:30pm 
Location: Nisswa, MN 

Hotdish & Hoopla Talent Show March 24th 
Mark your calendars for our 2nd annual Hotdish & Hoopla. We are in search of individuals or groups that would love to 
share their talent with us! Signups will be posted in the Narthex. All ages welcome & abilities! Help make this year 
better than the last! Sign-up today and we will see you in March! 

Butter Braid Sales beginning March 3rd 
Delivery before Easter! Enjoy a pastry treat with friends and family over Easter, all the while helping to support the 
youth mission trip. Mark your calendars and remember to place your order starting March 3rd. 
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Nuts and bolts  
and a Few Loose Screws Workshop  

Tools for your Congregational Toolbox 

Saturday, March 16, from 1 pm to 4 pm at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Cloquet, MN.  

Who should attend? People of all ages who want to learn 
about what is going on with new and ongoing initiatives 
in our synod.  

Look for more information about this event on the 
bulletin board in the Narthex. This event is free, but pre-
registration is required. For more information and to 
register go to 
https://nutsandbolts2019nemnsynod.eventbrite.com

WHEN: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

WHERE: Fellowship Hall at Lord of Life 

TIME: 5:15 pm 

WHAT TO BRING: 
Chili for the chili cook-off 

Join us for a great night of food, fellowship & 
worship. 

Come on Wednesday, February 13 at 5:15 for a Chili 
cook-off. Stay for worship at 6 pm. There will be a prize 
for the winner of the chili contest. If you are bringing 
chili for the cook-off, please email or call Pat Huhta at 
jjhuhta@msn.com or 218-855-1882.

Men In Mission Retreat 
Saturday, Feb 23rd 

2019,  
8AM – 4:30PM,  

First Lutheran Church 
in Brainerd  

We will have a “Pre-Retreat Hymn sing/PubFest” at First Lutheran and & 
the Last Turn Saloon Friday, Feb 22nd from 7 pm - 9 pm.  

Our keynote speaker on Saturday is Rev. Dr. Mark Tranvik, Professor of 
Religion at Augsburg University. A continental breakfast and lunch will be 
provided. Save the date and join us in February! More information to 
come. 

Breakout Sessions will include:  
• Tom Watson  

(Lake stewardship & shoreline care) 
• Deryl Ramey  

(Leadership, Coaching & Mentoring) 
• Jim Nelson (Estate Planning & Legacy Giving) 

To register, fill out the form below and mail it to:  
NE LMM 
13371 Maplewood Drive Baxter, MN 56425  
You can also register by email: nelutheranmen@gmail.com  

$40 for attendees (includes registration and meals)  
$30 for first time attendees & Students (includes registration and meals)  

Name: ___________________________________ Address: _________________________________ 
City: _________________ State: ___ Zip: _______ Phone: ____________________________________  

Email: ________________________________________ Congregation: _________________________________  

Register by February 18th. Email: nelutheranmen@gmail.com
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Ripples of Kindness 

“I drop kindness pebbles in still 
water every day, and I watch the 
effect they have on other people’s 
lives. My favorite kindness pebbles 

are compliments. Drop a compliment and watch the 
ripple effect that it has in your life.”  
 
Remarkably, these cheery words come from a father 
who has faced many dark, difficult days. In 6 Minutes, 
Wrestling with Life, John Passaro tells of his daughter’s 
heart-wrenching battle with meningitis. The struggles 
didn’t make him bitter; rather, he frequently offers 
uplifting words on social media.  
 
What if we followed Passaro’s example and 
complimented people regularly? Philippians 4:8 (NIV) 
instructs us to think about things that are noble, 
lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy. By 
extension, turning those positive thoughts into words 
causes “kindness pebbles” to spread God’s light in 
ripples throughout someone’s day — and, doubtless, 
through ours.  

from Newsletter Newsletter
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The Cheerful Giver 
It has been said and quoted often, “It is better to give 
than receive.” We heard these words often during 
Christmas as families talked with children on the 
importance of giving. With the Christmas trees down, 
the radio stations no longer playing carols, kids back 
in school and life resumes its normal pace, do those 
generosity words still ring true? After the ball drops, 
rather symbolically marking the end to the 
Christmas season, and that intangible warm feeling 
we all had cools with the cold north wind blowing, 
can we still have that feeling of cheerful giving? 

I believe yes! In looking at our church family I was so 
happy to see all the examples of generosity our 
members are doing. Walking into the church you 
can’t help but notice our giving tree. Hats, scarfs, 
mittens all hanging there for those in need. Our halls 
and rooms that offer learning for all our members, 
young and old, are filled throughout the week as we 
share our gift of space with community groups who 
need a meeting space. They again are filled with 
special events like our rummage sale and the 
clothing give away to help support our community.   

Those looking for a meal can find one at the Sharing 
Bread Soup Kitchen. Lord of Life members can be 
found serving, literally and figuratively, in the heart 
of our community. 

I had the opportunity to spend an evening outside 
Walmart with a great group of 7th graders. A chilly 
December night could not cool the warmth being 
spread by our youth ringing bells and singing carols 
while raising money for the Salvation Army. 

Choir, band and small group musicians share their 
gifts to enrich our worship experience.   

Babies are baptized and welcomed into our LOL 
family wrapped in a blanket knitted by our members.  
1st communion, bibles, Sunday school crafts are 
stored in the prayer boxes made by our members.  
Graduating seniors are sent on their way with a quilt 
to feel the warm of their LOL family when they are far 
from home, but not from our thoughts. And the list 
does not end here, but goes on! 

That “Christmas Spirit” and our cheerful giving does 
not stop when the clock strikes midnight and confetti 
flies in Time Square.  We, the Lord of Life family, are  
cheerful givers. Year round, never ending, we are 
modeling the discipleship Jesus is looking for. Keep 
our cheerful giving in your heart year round.   

Thank you 

Steve Schaitberger 
Cultivating Generous Congregations Group

2019 WINTER SCHEDULE 

New Member Orientation 101 – Pastor’s Office  
 (choose one class to attend) 
 • Wednesday, February 13 – 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

•  Monday, February 25 – 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 • Thursday, March 7 - 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

•  Wednesday, March 20 – 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Membership 201 – Pastor’s Office  
 (this is a three-night session) 
 • Monday, March 25 – 7:00-8:30pm 
 • Monday, April 1 – 7:00-8:30pm 
 • Monday, April 8 – 7:00-8:30pm 

REGISTER FOR NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Visit the lolbaxter.org website and click on "Forms" on 
the upper bar. Then click on "New Member Forms". 
Each adult needs to complete a separate form. If you 
have children, add their names on the form where 
indicated. Children do not need to attend the class, 
however, they are welcome to attend.

http://lolbaxter.org/
http://lolbaxter.org/
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“I CAN’T BE A STEPHEN MINISTER!” 
Maybe you haven’t said this aloud in a crowd, but you may have spoken it to yourself in the mirror – or at least 
thought it. Any time some new challenge shows up, the “I can’t” phrase is bound to be nearby. 

You may have heard about Stephen Ministry, realized that you do have the gifts, the commitment, and the desire 
necessary to be a Stephen Minister, and you even may have felt God’s tap on your shoulder. But you still aren’t sure.  

What are some of the reasons you’ve given yourself for not becoming a Stephen Minister? Here are some likely 
candidates: 

“I’m not qualified to be a Stephen Minister.” 
What qualifications are necessary to be a Stephen Minister? You need to be a caring person who is willing to learn, 
grow, and serve. You must be willing and able to maintain confidentiality. You need to make a commitment to 
training, ministry, and supervision. If you meet those qualifications, your Stephen Leaders will equip you with the rest 
of what you need: training, support, encouragement, care, and prayers. They will make sure that you will succeed as a 
Stephen Minister. 

“I don’t know what to say or do in a ministry situation.” 
Stephen Ministry training is thorough and practical. It includes listening; dealing with feelings; maintaining 
assertiveness, confidentiality, and boundaries; beginning and ending caring relationships; and caring for people who 
are grieving, dying, aging, divorcing, and experiencing other life crises. The goal of training is to prepare Stephen 
Ministers for whatever they might encounter when working with care receivers. Through reading, lecture, questions 
and answers, and skill practice, you will learn what you need to know to succeed as a Stephen Minister. After being 
assigned to a care receiver, Stephen Ministers participate in continuing education and Supervision Group sessions. 
This is where they care for and support one another and sharpen their caregiving skills.  

“I have problems in my own life. How can I help other people with their problems?” 
Some problems are so big that you’ll need to address your own needs and wait until later to be a Stephen Minister. 
After you have worked through your problems, however, your experience of finding God’s help and care in your 
struggles is some of the best preparation you’ll ever receive for caring for others through their tough times. Stephen 
Ministers aren’t problem solvers; they are problem bearers. A Stephen Minister’s job is to walk beside another person 
as that person works through his or her struggles. The Stephen Minister brings stability, prayer, and Christ’s love to 
the care receiver’s situation. 

“I don’t have enough time to be a Stephen Minister.” 
There’s a way in which that is true for everyone – time is a precious commodity. As a matter of fact, time is so precious 
that it only makes sense to use it on activities that make a real difference – in others’ lives as well as in your own life. 
When you make the commitment to be a Stephen Minister, you will find the hours you need to devote to it. Stephen 
Ministry becomes a priority among the many activities you’re involved in. The time investment is significant, but so is 
the contribution you will be making to building God’s kingdom. 

There are many videos available to view at stephenministries.org. There you will hear from Stephen Ministers who 
share their personal stories – stories of how God has poured blessings into their lives through their service as Stephen 
Ministers. In another year, you might be sharing with others your own blessing stories.  

We’d be happy to talk with you! For more information, please contact one of these members of Lord of Life’s Stephen 
Leaders Team:     
 Deb Bergstrom  
 Lolly Kalinoski 
 Sonja Nefstead 
 Pr. Erika Nilsen 
 Pr. Steve Rye 
 John Wolf
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Feb. - May Sunday 9 am Sunday 10:30 am

Head Usher Head Usher

1st Sunday Layne Danielson Mike Youngquist

2nd Sunday Ted Anderson James Bastian

3rd Sunday Verdell Bose Steve Schaitberger

4th Sunday David Devine Greg Swenson

Asst. Usher Asst. Usher

1st Sunday Etta Danielson Justin Youngquist

2nd Sunday Hawk Hawkinson Baden Bastian

3rd Sunday Anne Ness Tyler Schaitberger

4th Sunday Stan Kalinoski Cindy Swenson

Acolyte Acolyte

1st Sunday Jason Fordyce Help needed

2nd Sunday Kai Halbersma Alex Paysse

3rd Sunday Sophia White Alice Balsley

4th Sunday Help needed Help needed

Feb. - May Sunday 9 am Sunday 10:30 am

Communion Asst. 
& *Set-up

Communion Asst.
& *Clean-up

1st Sunday Mary Anderson* Julie Johnson*

Atlie Danielson Elaine Youngquist

Helene Danielson Noelle Youngquist

Josh Fordyce Sarah Speer

Andrea Fordyce Pat Einarson

2nd Sunday Jeannine 
zumBrunnen*

Jennifer VanHorn*

Wendy Adamson Gabriella VanHorn

Anne Ness Emily Bastian

Ann Smallman Beth Bastian

Rick zumBrunnen Gretchen Paysse

3rd Sunday Marilyn Tuma* Patty Wallace*

Brenda Johnson Jessica Balsley

Becky White Emma Balsley

Sue Beck Brenda Schaitberger

Dorothy Schmidt Bryan Schaitberger

4th Sunday Judy Bialka* Shelly Ford*

Char Berns Michele Albright

John Berns Jack Christofferson

Mike Bialka Irene Christofferson

Carol Rodseth Rose Bankers

Greeters Greeters

1st Sunday Justin & Stacy 
Halbersma

2nd Sunday Larry & Karen 
Lundblad

3rd Sunday Andy & Laura 
Campbell

4th Sunday Jeanne & Tony 
King

Welcome Center Welcome Center

1st Sunday Bugs & Eldo 
Schmidt

Help needed

2nd Sunday Shirley Hansen Shirley Hansen

3rd Sunday Jeannine & Rick 
zumBrunnen

Help needed

4th Sunday Audrey Powers Ruth Nelson

Scripture Reader Scripture Reader

1st Sunday Helene Danielson Justin Youngquist

2nd Sunday Wendy Adamson Nelson Paysse

3rd Sunday Anne Ness Andrea Holmes

4th Sunday Lolly Kalinoski Teresa Kingsley

Fellowship Treats

1st Sunday Pancake Breakfast

2nd Sunday Brenda Johnson
Sonja Nefsted

3rd Sunday Dorothy Schmidt
Michelle Malchow

4th Sunday Judy Bialka
Jeanne King

Fellowship Host

1st Sunday Pancake Breakfast

2nd Sunday Kim Bell

3rd Sunday Kim Bell

4th Sunday Kim Bell

Worship Assistant Schedule 
for February - May 

We still have some openings. Please email Layne 
Danielson at layneandhelene@msn.com if you can help.

mailto:layneandhelene@msn.com
mailto:layneandhelene@msn.com


Lord of Life Lutheran Ministry Opportunities

Connecting to Christ 
Circle, Martha - Meets the second Tuesday of the month off 
site at 7:00 p.m. (August-June) For more information contact 
Mary Anderson 330-6171 maryteda@charter.net 
Circle, Sarah - Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 1:00 
p.m. (Sept-May) at Lord of Life. For information contact Bugs 
Schmidt 829-3864 shmidye@icloud.com 
Men’s Breakfast - Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at LOL for Bible study, 
fellowship, fun and food - Ted Anderson 218-831-1372 
Men’s Fellowship - Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. at LOL for Bible 
study, fellowship and fun - Ted Anderson 831-1372 
New Member Class - For individuals and families interested in 
joining Lord of Life. Childcare is provided upon request. - Pastor 
Steve 828-9374 steve@lolbaxter.org 
Pray & Ponder Women’s Breakfast - A gathering of women on 
one Saturday each month, 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. in the 
Commons. (Oct.-May). Experience great food, conversation, 
inspiration and prayer. Contact Wendy Adamson at 
wendyadamson@ymail.com 
Prayer Chain - Faithfully lift up in prayer the needs and  
concerns of our church family and their loved ones. Contact  
Lolly Kalinoski at 828-3699. 

Connecting to our Community 
Caring for Creation Workgroup 
We will meet from 4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. the third Wednesday of 
the month. The Caring for Creation Workgroup on ecology and 
the environment is grounded in a biblical vision of God's 
intention for the healing and wholeness of creation. This group 
will meet to discuss ways to help take care of God’s Creation. 
Contact  Todd Holman with any questions at tholman@tnc.org. 
Habitat for Humanity - Scott Hall, 
(w)  828-8517– scott.hall@lakesareahabitat.org 
LOL Quilters - The LOL Quilters will meet Thursdays, from 9 
am to 12 pm. Quilts are made for our graduating seniors, local 
charities and special requests. Thursdays are used for quilt 
designing, packaging into kits for LOL volunteers to sew into 
quilt tops, and also for tying and binding. Sewing experience is 
not required! If you have any questions you can contact Jan 
Hardesty at 218-828-1434.  
Prayer Shawl Group - Meets 3 to 4 times a year. Anyone who is 
interested in this wonderful ministry is welcome to join our 
group. Please contact Jeannine zumBrunnen 829-2177-
zummyb@brainerd.net or Brenda Johnson 831-9725– 
brensid@brainerd.net. Check our website at 
www.shawlministry.com for more information. 
Soup Kitchen - Serving meals at Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen 
(923 Oak St., Brainerd), first Sunday of each month at 11:00 
a.m. - To volunteer contact Nancy Smith (820-4273) or sign-up on 
the clipboard in the Narthex.

Connecting to Each Other 
Sunday Evening Book Discussion Group meets on 
alternating Sundays at 6:30 p.m. (Sept. - May). All book 
lovers are welcome. Contact: Jerry Kuehn at 
218-820-8566. 
Monday Afternoon Book Group will meet at 1:00 p.m. 
each Monday (Sept. - May). For more information contact 
Nancy Smith 820-4273. 
Tuesday Morning Book Group This group meets on the 
1st and the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. and 
focuses on studying biblical books to expand our 
knowledge of the Bible and grow in faith. Contact Claire 
Rud at paulclairerud@msn.com. 
Caring Friends Ministry - Find out how to become a 
Caring Friend or to receive this ministry as you navigate 
life transitions. Meets the fourth Monday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. Contact Jeannine zumBrunnen 829-2177 
zummyb@brainerd.net 
LOL Ministry Teams - Congregational Life, Children’s 
Education, Adult Education, Evangelism, Finance, 
Property, Social Concerns, Stewardship, Worship, Youth - 
Pastor Erika 828-9374 erika@lolbaxter.org 
LOLLY (Lots of Living Left Yet) - Meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m.; ages 55+ (Sept-
May). Call Mary Anderson at 330-6171 or Ted Anderson 
at maryteda@charter.net for more info. 
Pre-Marriage Retreat - For couples preparing for the joys 
and struggles of married life. This is a pre-requisite for 
couples planning to be married at LOL. The next retreat 
is April 13, 2019. For more information, contact Anne in 
the church office at 828-9374 or anne@lolbaxter.org 
Wednesday Night Supper Prep & Serving - Assist with 
cooking and serving of our Wednesday evening meal.  
(Sept.-May) Contact the church office at 
www.lolbaxter.org 
Those Older Folders - Our energetic group meets every 
Friday at 1:00 p.m. to fold bulletins for the Sunday 
services. 

For updated information on the above events, 
check out our website: 

http://www.lolbaxter.org
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Ministry Operations Manager    Anne Laechel 

  anne@lolbaxter.org 

Sr. Pastor’s Ministry Assistant                Colleen Bush 

  colleen@lolbaxter.org 

Youth Director          Tim Slinger 

  tim@lolbaxter.org 

Senior Choir Director                  Sarah Aamot 

  sarah-lundin@hotmail.com 

Parish Nurse               Deb Bergstrom 

  deb@lolbaxter.org 

Custodians               Karen & Paul Erickson 

  kde12112@gmail.com 

Pianist                Jennifer Person 

  jennifer.person@lolbaxter.org 

Sunday Traditional Group Dir.            Jennifer Person 

Wed Musician Coordinator                  Jennifer Person

Lord of Life Office & Program Staff
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Council Members 

President - Cindy Swenson  
Vice President - Matt Feigum  
Secretary - Beth Hensel  
Treasurer - Scott Kraling  
Council Representative  
 Sarah Nesheim  
Adult Faith Growth, Children’s Education, Youth  
 Emilee Freed  
Congregational Life, Worship 
 Pat Huhta  
Evangelism, Missions/Social Concerns 
 Ann Smallman  
Finance, Mission Support/Stewardship, Property 
 Layne Danielson

Lord of life Church Council 
Meeting notes for 

Sunday, December, 16, 2018 

Adoption of Agenda-Layne Danielson motioned; Scott 
Kraling seconded, all approved. (CC.2018.12.1) 

• By Unanimous Consent: Approved 
• TO ADOPT-November 15, 2018 Council 

Meeting Minutes (CC.2018.12.2) 
• TO AUTHORIZE transfer of membership for 

LeRoy & Kathy Hauble, James Waldhoff, 
Sandra Bergstrom, Lloyd & Helen Henke, 
and Nicole Johnson (CC.2018.12.3) 

Other approved motions: 
• November financial report. Ann Smallman 

motioned to receive the report for audit, 
Layne Danielson seconded, all approved. 
(CC.2018.12.4) 

• Layne Danielson moved to accept the 
recommendation of the property team 
to log the Barret property, seconded by 
Pastor Erika, all approved. (CC.
2018.12.5) 

• Designating Pastor Emeritus: Layne 
Danielson moved to bestow on Pastor 
Jerry Kuehn, Pastor Emeritus, Ann 
Smallman seconded, all approved. (CC.
2018.12.6) 
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Newsletter Team 
Editor: Colleen Bush. Please send all Newsletter 
articles to: colleen@lolbaxter.org 

The Good News is published monthly. Articles 
for the March Newsletter are due  
February 18.
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  1 Kelly Gorvin, Morgan Kohout 
  2 Kyle Bisek, Hannah Rud, Nathan Rud, Nicole   
 Rud 
  4 Tracy Banks, Eric Ding, Christian Kadolph, Jackie 
 Tyrrell 
  5 Brianna Hansch, Guy Kelm, Tennyson Kelm,   
 Greta King, Nate Mogensen, Heidi Strus 
  6 Lance Borgstrom, Kurt Porter, Jamie Wallace 
  7 Quinn Budnick, Bob Joyce, Owen Robertson,   
 Anne Ness, Bonnie Shipman-Banks, Andi White 
  8 Michelle Blong, Ed Ott, Jared Rubado, Elise   
 Sopelle 
  9 Shirley Carper, Alec Haug, Mikaela Kadolph 
10 Troy Gratke, Dawson Hughes, Ethan Marichalar,  
 Beth Selinger 
11 Tiffany Femling, Daniel Fromm, Pat Kiffmeyer,  
 Devin Knopf, Elsa McCool, Katie Rangen, Ashley  
 Sjostrom 
12 Ava Borchert, Valerie Jones, Cooper Larson, Ellie  
 Mattson, Peter Mithun, Olivia Orlowski, Donna  
 Salli, Will Stolski 
13 Kayla Grady, Richard Koop, Tyler Jensen, Ashton  
 Peterson 
14 Jessica Haapajoki, Keenan Hodge 
15 Beau Coonfield, Kayla Rauen, Claire Rud 
16 Easton Schilling, Brian Wallace 
17 Dick Lyscio 
18 Frankie Burton, Cole Harmer, Cade Rosenwald,  
 Olivia Schilling 
19 Gary Hoglin, Tom Koop, Drew Larson, Keaton   
 Riley, Frank Ruzich, Denise Sundquist, Marilyn  
 Tuma 
20 Ariadne Riley 
21 Jama Davidson, Geoff Gorvin, Reve Grams, Maria 
 Orlowski, Ella Owens 
22 Chris Ford, Bonnie Henningson, Annah Swanson 
23 Hailey Allard, Danise Miller, Thea Shogren, Terry  
 Strus, Fern Sundquist 
24 Bridget Busacker, Andy Dwyer, Brynn Haapajoki 
25 Emmy Holcomb-Smith, Sherlynn Kretzman 
26 Mike Bush, Kaysie Carlson, Lori Hodge, Brian   
 Kingsley, Karlene Lind, Ryan Mau, Bobby Rude 
27 Chase Bunting, Gavin Bunting, Doug Erickson,  
 Emery Gehrke, Joe Kadolph, Audrey Nelson,   
 Glen Sundberg 
28 Charles Bahr, Joyce Mueller 
29 Monica Clink 

 2/2 Terry & Heidi Strus 
 2/9 Roland & Marie Anderson✞ 
 2/14 Thomas & Terri Getty 
 2/19 Len & Diane Flesher 
 2/22 Troy & Karen Skarolid❖ 
 2/26 Chuck & Steve Olson❖ 
 Irv & Rony Tollefson✞ 
 2/28 Glen & Elaine Kraemer❖ 
 Darren & Sarah Larson 
  
  ❖=Celebrating 24-49 years! 
  ✞=Celebrating 50 years or more! 

mailto:colleen@lolbaxter.org
mailto:colleen@lolbaxter.org


6190 Fairview Rd 
Baxter, MN 56425-8285
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Looking Ahead To Lent 

Our theme during the season of Lent is "Lasting 
Hope." On Wednesday nights we'll be exploring the 
Psalms in our meditations. Augsburg Fortress has 
created a beautiful, full-color Lenten devotional to 
accompany us. It's available in pocket and large-
print versions. We'll be reserving copies for people 
beginning in February.

Ash Wednesday Services 
March 6 

12 pm & 7 pm 


