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HALLELUJAH ANYWAY!
You have some problems? You need God to solve them?
You get down on your knees and pray.
When is he coming through? When will he answer you?
Well it may not be right away. But in the mean time,
just keep your mind, In a positive attitude.
And while you waiting, Start praising,
he is gonna see you through,
here is what you got to do.
Praise him till your blessings come down
Praise him till your situation turns around
You gotta lift up your voice and say: Hallelujah anyway! Hallelujah anyway.
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This is the first verse to Candi Staton’s old gospel hymn “Hallelujah Anyway” and the
inspiration for Anne Lamott’s book by the same title, Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy.
When I first listened to the song, it struck me as simple and even a bit pollyannaish, a
“Don’t worry be happy,“ “Everything’s gonna be all right…“ kind of attitude. But the more I
listened and started singing along, the more it became a proclaim of deep faith, faith in a
God who is always at work, who is always tending to the brokenness of the world and our
lives and who promises to bless us. So, even when life is hard, when things aren’t working
out the way we want or had hoped, when we can’t even seem to see God in our midst –
trust that there’s a reason to say Hallelujah anyway.
Anne Lamott takes that sometimes bold and sometimes shaky faith in a God who is at work
in an increasing complex and messy world and invites us to consider what the expression of
that faith looks like and sounds like in everyday life. And she would contend that is looks
and sounds like mercy–the promise to offer and receive relief and forgiveness. She believes
this is our way forward and that mercy is a gift we are called to extend to ourselves and
others.
As we enter into the season of Lent we’ll be invited to consider the brokenness of the world,
our lives and the creation and how the woundedness of Jesus can offer both hope and
healing to it all. Mercy is a way for us to participate in that hope and healing.
So I invite you to pick up a copy of Hallelujah Anyway by Anne Lamott, gather together a
group of 5-7 people and rediscover the gift of mercy for yourself, others and the world! You
might just find yourself singing and proclaiming “Hallelujah” in the midst of all that life
brings.
May it be so,
Pastor Erika

Do you have a great chili
recipe? Bring your chili on
Wednesday, February 12, at
5:15 pm for our chili cook-off.
It is a fun time of sampling
chili and great fellowship. The
winner will get their picture taken with the golden
ladle.

Prayers for Strength, Comfort and Healing for…
Natalie Sauter, who is recovering from surgery.
Seth Pederson, son-in-law of Bruce & Carol Femling,
who has cancer of the liver.
Bruce Femling, as he recovers from a single lung
transplant.
Our members & family in the Military:
Eric Nelson, James Nelson, Aaron Sopelle

Wednesday Suppers
Join us on Wednesdays at 5:15
for supper. We will have a
potluck on February 5, Chili
Cook-off on February 12, a
regular supper February 19
and no supper on February 26.

Pray & Ponder
Women’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Pray & Ponder will meet on Saturday, February 1, from
9 am to 11 am at LOL. Join us for great food,
conversation, inspiration and prayer. If you have any
questions contact Wendy Adamson at
wendyadamson@ymail.com.

Join us for a pancake breakfast,
Sunday, February 2, from
9:45 am to 10:30 am. Free-will
donations will go towards our
2020 Summer Mission trips.

Brynlee Lynn McKay
Baptism: January 5, 2020
Parents: Dillon McKay & Sammi Waloch
Sibling: Layne
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Sunday’s Lessons
February 2 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 131; Mark 5:21-43
February 9 -Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 122; Mark 6:1-29
February 16 - Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 51:1-3, 6-7; Mark 7:1-23
February 23 - Transfiguration
Psalm 27:1-4; Mark 8:27—9:8

Fundraising Event for Tanzania
Join us Monday, February 3, for dinner at the Pizza
Ranch from 5 pm to 8 pm. Our group will receive 10%
of the evening sales and tips. We appreciate your
support of our Tanzania mission trip, and all proceeds
will go towards supplies needed for Tanzania.

Reed Edward Malchow
Baptism: January 5, 2020
Parents: David & Michelle Malchow
Siblings: Kinsley and Everett

Eva Reeves Kneisl
Baptism: January 5, 2020
Parents: Tyler & Carrie Kneisl
Sibling: Edison

Spring LIFEgroup
February 26
12 pm & 7 pm
Join Us On Wednesdays During Lent
One of the truths that modern medicine and
psychology have come to understand in recent
decades is that we carry some of our past traumas
within our body. To some extent or another we are all
wounded. This is because traumatic experiencesevents where our innate human urge to fight or flee
have been thwarted-have the potential to leave
lasting impacts in ways that modern brain scanning
techniques are bringing to light. It is for this reason
we sometimes react in ways that are mystifying at
some level, yet make it clear we have been negatively
affected long after a particular trauma is over.
Violence and trauma are embedded within us.
A truth of Christianity is that violence and trauma are
also embedded in the story of God’s redemption of
the world. As we journey to the cross and walk
together on this path toward Calvary this Lenten
season, we will be spending time reflecting on this
puzzling aspect of our religion. We will reflect on the
woundedness of our world and how God, in Jesus
Christ, seeks to restore the world - and us as
individuals - to a place of health and wholeness. We’ll
learn about some of the helpful insights that modern
science has uncovered.
During the Wednesdays in Lent we will be exploring
the themes of trauma and healing through a series
entitled: Stripes: Toward Healing. The series will be
based on the book by Dr. Bessell van der Kolk, a
Dutch psychiatrist, author and educator based in
Boston, USA. Since the 1970s his research has been in
the area of post-traumatic stress. Join us each
Wednesday night from March 4 to April 1 to learn
more about this important topic so that together we
can deepen and enrich our connection to Christ, our
Community, and each other.

I’m excited that we are launching another LIFEgroup
experience this Spring. Last winter we tried our first LIFE
group experience, and it was wonderful to watch
connections being formed more deeply and richly to
Christ, one another and the world.
As a way to further dig into our Lenten theme of
STRIPES: Towards Healing, we’ll be reading Anne Lamott’s
book Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy. Anne is a
funny, honest, deep writer and thinker who does not shy
away from difficult questions and less than savory
experiences and boldly wrestles with God’s place,
purpose and plan in and through it all.
We’ll launch our Spring LIFEgroups the week of
February 23rd and wrap up before Easter!
As groups come together, you can decide if you’ll meet
every week or every other week – take the book one
chapter at time or in sections.
LIFEgroups are intended to do just what they say-give
LIFE, support LIFE, and encourage a vibrant LIFE in
Christ. LIFEgroups will be provided with guiding
questions for each chapter and a possible outline for
the time you spend together.
Sign up on the LOL website, by calling the office at 218
828 9374 or email Pastor Erika at erika@lolbaxter.org.

WHY JESUS?
Wednesdays at 12:00 pm during Lent
Through the season of Lent we will have a short worship
service at 12:00 pm followed by a simple soup and
bread meal. At each noon service, one member of the
congregation will share their answer to the question,
“Why Jesus?” They have been asked to reflect on two
guiding questions as they consider their testimony-why
are you a Christian and in what way has Jesus made a
difference in your life?
Please come and be blessed by the faith stories of
others and the communion of participating in a meal
around the table together.
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ELCA Mission Focus - February
The ELCA and the Northeast MN Synod have created a monthly mission focus to help congregations focus on
different missions that are supported by ELCA congregations. February's mission focus is outdoor ministries. Even
though snow is on the ground, our staff and youth are busy planning for camps and mission trips for the coming
summer. There are 135 ELCA-affiliated camp, retreat and conference center sites in the United States and Puerto
Rico, four of which are affiliated with our synod:
• Camp Amnicon
• Camp Onomia
• Luther Crest Bible Camp
• Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry
A companion organization is the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (https://www.lomnetwork.org/). Their motto is
"Encouraging, Educating, Equipping, and Empowering Camp & Retreat Leadership.” Lutheran Outdoor Ministries
provide places to engage people of all ages with the beauty of God’s creation and programs that enrich faith
formation. They are based in Chicago, but have events all across the country.
Camps and mission trips are a great way for Lord of Life members of all ages to serve and experience Christ in
nature and people outside of our communities.
God's peace,
Wendy Adamson,
LOL Mission Interpreter
Starts Friday night at 4:30 pm with registration, dinner at 6 pm and the
speaker will be Rev. Dr. Mark Skinner, followed by a hymn sing at 8 pm.

NE MN Synod Men’s
Retreat
Feb 21 & 22
Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, Brainerd

Saturday starts at 8 am with breakout sessions and Andy Root as the
speaker.
Breakout Sessions will include:
• The “Man Cave”
• “Following Christ in a World Come of Age: Exploring Bonhoeffer’s
Story for Faith today” with Rev. Dr. Andy Root
• Genealogy 101 with Bob Nelson and Al Larson
• “Wild and Free Wildlife Program” with Bob Wrobel

To register, fill out the form below and mail it to:
NE MN Men’s Retreat
13371 Maplewood Drive, Baxter, MN 56425
or online at www.nemnsynod.org under the Lay Leader Network Tab.

☐$40 for repeat attendees (includes registration and meals)
☐$30 for first time attendees & men 30 and younger (includes registration and meals)
☐$20 for Sat. afternoon session only (no meals)
☐$15 for Sat. afternoon session only (no meals, enrolled in the Yearly Intensive Series)
Name: ___________________________________ Address: _________________________________
City: _________________ State: ___ Zip: _______ Phone: ____________________________________
Email: ________________________________________ Congregation: _________________________________
Register by February 17th
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Meet Our New Members
New Members were received on December 29,
2019: Pam Cook, Debra & Mark Jungclaus, Kim &
Marilyn Macik, Courtney Osbakken, Roger &
Natalie Sauter. Welcome to Lord of Life!
Natalie Sauter
Enjoys gardening,
fishing. Loves animals
and spending time with
her black lab.

Courtney Osbakken
Office Administrator at
Holden Electric. Hobbies:
curling, trivia and wake
surfing.

Roger Sauter
Drives truck for
Foodliner and enjoys
fishing, bird watching
and grilling.

Pam Cook
Works for ISD 181 as a
Paraprofessional. Hobbies
included sewing,
crocheting, walking and
golfing.

Mark & Debra Jungclaus
Mark enjoys boating, golf, exercise and dinner.
Debra enjoys boating, spending time with family,
restaurants and walking.

Kim & Marilyn Macik
Moved from Shakopee, MN. Kim is a Program
Assistant and Marilyn works as a Medical
Records Decoder. Marilyn enjoys quilting,
knitting, crocheting, scrapbooking, crossword
puzzles, and camping.

This Month on Your Connection Cards
Please mark your Connection Cards if you
are interested in being a part of:
We are the eyes and ears of Jesus on earth today. It
is our duty to be watching and listening to people
around us, recognizing when they have needs for
care. If you find someone with a need, listen and
care. If you find the need is something greater than
you can meet, tell the person about Stephen
Ministry at Lord of Life and put him or her in touch
with Pastor Erika, our Referrals Coordinator. Jesus is
depending on us to be His eyes and ears on earth.
If you would like to know more about Stephen
Ministry or how to become a Stephen Minister,
please contact:
Deb Bergstrom: (701)678-4053
deb.bergstrom@lolbaxter.org
Lolly Kalinoski: (218)829-8207
lollykadlec@hotmail.com

1. Help with updating Personnel Handbook - This is a
short-term consultation group to assist the Council
in updating the Personnel Handbook.
2. Sponsoring New Members - We need members who
will be willing to support those who are seeking to
become members.
3. Welcoming Team Member - We are searching for a
small group of people to form the nucleus of a
congregation-wide "Welcoming Team" who would
work together in a coordinated fashion to be on the
lookout for those who are new to our community in
our midst.
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Children’s Ministry is looking for new faces and new ideas! Interested in making a difference in
the lives of children in our church? Attend one of our Children’s Education Team Meetings. We
hold meetings the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm. Catch the next one on February 4th!
Thanks to all who generously donated items for our Blessing Bags at the recent BLAST event on
January 26th. We were able to fill 100 bags, which were delivered to Lutheran Social Services and
Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen. What a true blessing these bags were for those in need in the
Brainerd Lakes Area. A special shout out to the businesses below who donated wonderful items to be added to our
bags:
Lakes Country Dental, Colby-Mueller Orthodontics, Northern Eye Clinic, UpNorth Bounce House,
Grand View Lodge, Martin’s Sport Shop, Brekken’s, Restoration Book Store, Ski Gull,
Belle Cheveux Salon, Sarah Johnson – Pampered Chef, and Cheryl Kelly – Usborne, Crow Wing Food Co-op
We are always looking for people to be a part of our Kid’s Time program. Kid’s Time is offered for children ages
PreK-4th grade at our 9 am Sunday service and Wednesday at 6 pm. Each Kid’s Time includes a Bible lesson and two
station rotations (craft, game, snack, music, or STEM). If you would like to sign up to be a lead teacher or assistant,
please contact Susan Rioux, Children’s Ministry Coordinator at (630)723-4428 or susan.rioux@lolbaxter.org.

We’re so accustomed to hearing
the Bible’s “love chapter,” 1
Corinthians 13, at weddings and
other occasions that we may not
really hear its meaning anymore.
It can help to listen to something
familiar said in different words.
What new understandings of love does this
paraphrase from The Message Bible reveal to you?
“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others
than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head,
doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me first,’
doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep score of the
sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grovel,
takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up with
anything, trusts God always, always looks for the
best, never looks back, but keeps going to the end.
Love never dies” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, MSG).
From Newsletter Newsletter

Go Red Wear Red
February, which is designated as
American Heart Month, unites
millions of people for a common
goal: To educate and reduce the effects of heart
disease and stroke.
Join us for our Health Fair on Wednesday, February 19,
starting at 5:15 pm to 7 pm and Sunday, February 23,
from 9:30 am to 11 am at Lord of Life, where Deb
Bergstrom, our Parish Nurse will have blood pressure
screening, activities and information on staying
healthy. To raise awareness, we are asking you to wear
red in support of heart health.
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Calling All Women
Our Wednesday morning Bible Study will continue
February 5 with a new study covering I and II Peter in
the New Testament.
Life has a way of not turning out the way we want.
Jesus’ disciple, Peter knew what it was like to go
through tough times. His words of wisdom show how
we can respond when life isn’t fair. His counsel maybe
just what you need to sustain and give you hope when
you are between a rock and hard spot. He also points to
the role of the church, the body of Christ offering hope
in a dark world.
Please come and join us for this twelve-week session
using a study guide by Max Lucado. We would love to
have you!
Wednesday mornings 10:15 am to 11:30 am in Room 1,
February 5 to April 29.
Contact Carol Rodseth, Group Leader at: 825-3980 or
email: Rodseth@charter.net.

3rd Annual Snow Fun Day - February 17th
Open to 5th-8th graders, this is our 3rd Annual Snow Fun Day in collaboration with
Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa. Kids, you have the day off from school;
why not come join your buddies for a day of fun? This year we will be enjoying snow
activities at the Luther Crest North property along with bowling! Please check our
website for more information and how to register for this event!
2020 Summer Jamaica Mission Trip
We have a great group of 30 youth signed up to be a part for this year’s mission
trip. I want to thank the congregation for its continued support of these amazing
summer trip experiences for our youth. I ask for your prayers and support as we
continue to meet to prepare ourselves for our trip. As we get into spring, there will be a few fundraisers that will be
happening to help support us, as well! There will be more information about these fundraisers coming throughout
your church-wide communications. This month the mission trip participants will be serving at Sharing Bread Soup
Kitchen on February 2nd!
2020 Apostle Islands High School Trip
This past month we had Hannah Damon from Camp Amnicon join us on a Wednesday night to share about camp
and an exciting experience that we have for our 8th-12th graders. This year we will be taking a trip to the Apostle
Islands through Camp Amnicon. This trip will be a mixture of adventure canoeing on Lake Superior in a large 35foot voyageur canoe and experiencing God’s beautiful creation. Camp Amnicon staff will be guiding the canoe trip
and will be leading our group in worship & Bible study experiences! Space is limited. Please contact Tim our Youth
Director for more information.
Camp Wednesday & Sunday with Luther Crest!
Dave Holtz, Executive Director at Luther Crest, will be here February 5th & 9th to give us updates about upcoming
summer programs for our youth. Camp is yet another great asset to the church, where we can go and gather in
community with one another and grow in our faith. There will be something at camp for everyone! It is a blessing
to have him here, come show your support for camp ministry! Share your stories with others and get them excited
about being a part of camp this summer!
Bishop Tom Aitken joining us on February 5th
Bishop Tom Aitken of the NEMN Synod will be joining us on Wednesday, February 5th. Bishop Tom will be meeting
with our Confirmation students and parents during their program hour! Please help us welcome Bishop Tom on
Wednesday night! It is a blessing he is going to be here and speaking with the youth of our congregation!
Club 56 Wednesday Night Class (5th & 6th Graders)
We are in the middle of our 3rd session with club 56. We are working our way through discipleship practices. This
class is open to all 5th and 6th graders at Lord of Life and meets on Wednesday nights at 7 pm! They meet in 4week blocks-our next session will start up during Lent! We will be looking at the Holy Sacraments!
5th Grade First Communion Class (both students and adults required to attend)
6th Grade Baptism
Cardia Deo High School Winter Retreat February 28th- March 1st
Registration is open for Cardia Deo! This event is put on by the NEMN Synod at Big Sandy Camp in McGregor, MN.
Open to all 9th-12th graders! For more information about this event, please visit the NEMN Synod Website at
http://www.nemnsynod.org/cardia-deo.html
Other Important Dates:
February 26th Ash Wednesday 7pm (No Wednesday Night Programing)
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Council Members
President - Cindy Swenson
Vice President - Dan Tupy
Secretary - Laura Campbell
Treasurer - Chris Adamson
Council Representative - Sarah Nesheim
Mission Upward - Darcy Dwyer

Mission Inward - Pat Huhta
Mission Outward - Lori Rehnblom
Mission Ground - Layne Danielson
Church Council Meeting Minutes for Thursday, January 16
Consent Agenda:
•
TO APPROVE the December 15, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes (CC.2020.01.2)
•

TO AUTHORIZE a check for $5,000 to Interfaith Health Partners-Tanzania from account #9364 for paint
and building supplies. (CC.2020.01.3) Motioned by Sarah Nesheim; seconded by Erika Nilsen, all approved.

Other Approved Motions:
Motion to receive for audit the December 2019 Treasurer’s Report. Lori R motioned, Darcy Dwyer
•
seconded, all approved. (CC.2020.01.4)
•
•

Motion to authorize Chris Adamson to sign the renewal contract for the photo copier lease, not to exceed
the current financial commitment. Motion by Pastor Erika Nilsen, Seconded by Lori Rehnblom
(CC.2020.01.5)

•

Motion to authorize the Motion Regarding the Dedicated Accounts. (See meeting minutes in church office
for full details and more information will be coming soon.) Laura Campbell motioned, Darcy Dwyer
seconded, all approved (CC.2020.01.6)

•

Motion to adopt the motion regarding marketing the Barrett property (See meeting minutes in church
office for full details and more information will be coming soon.) (CC.2020.01.7)

•

Motion to Transfer the amount of the check for $4,950.80 from the proceeds of the logging of the Barrett
Estate into account 9005 Barrett Estate. Motion by Darcy Dwyer Second Lori Rehnblom, all approved (CC.
2020.01.11)

•

Motion to approve $1,000 of the 2019 Christmas Eve Offering (which totaled $5,608) to be allocated to
the Homeless Initiative. Pastor Steven Rye motioned, Lori Rehnblom seconded, all approved
(CC.2020.01.12)

December Income
YTD Income
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YTD Expense

December Expense

Lord of Life Lutheran Ministry Opportunities
Connecting to Christ
Circle, Leah - Meet the 1st Thursday of the month at 7:30
pm off-site. For more information contact Jeanne King at
jeannerosepotvin@hotmail.com.
Circle, Martha - Meets the second Tuesday of the month
off site at 7:00 p.m. (August-June) For more information
contact Contact Sally Jacobsen at 218-829-1704,
sally@jacobsenlaw.com.
Circle, Sarah - Meets the second Tuesday of the month at
1:00 p.m. (Sept-May) at Lord of Life. For information
contact Bugs Schmidt 829-3864 shmidye@icloud.com
Men’s Breakfast - Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at LOL for Bible study,
fellowship, fun and food - Ted Anderson 218-831-1372
Men’s Fellowship - Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. at LOL for Bible
study, fellowship and fun - Ted Anderson 831-1372
New Member Class - For individuals and families
interested in joining Lord of Life. Childcare is provided
upon request. - Pastor Steve 828-9374
steve@lolbaxter.org
Pray & Ponder Women’s Breakfast - A gathering of
women on one Saturday each month, 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
in the Commons. (Oct.-May). Experience great food,
conversation, inspiration and prayer. Contact Wendy
Adamson at wendyadamson@ymail.com
Prayer Chain - Faithfully lift up in prayer the needs
and concerns of our church family and their loved
ones. Contact Lolly Kalinoski at 829-8207.
Connecting to our Community
Caring for Creation Workgroup - The Caring for
Creation Workgroup on ecology and the environment
is grounded in a biblical vision of God's intention for
the healing and wholeness of creation. This group
will meet to discuss ways to help take care of God’s
Creation. Contact Sally Jacobsen with any questions at
218-829-1704, for more information.
Habitat for Humanity - Scott Hall, (w) 828-8517–
scott.hall@lakesareahabitat.org
LOL Quilters - The LOL Quilters will meet Thursdays, from
9 am to 12 pm (Sept.-May). Quilts are made for our
graduating seniors, local charities and special requests.
Thursdays are used for quilt designing, packaging into
kits for LOL volunteers to sew into quilt tops, and also for
tying and binding. Sewing experience is not required! If
you have any questions, you can contact Jan Hardesty at
218-828-1434.
Prayer Shawl Group - Meets 3 to 4 times a year. Anyone
who is interested in this wonderful ministry is welcome to
join our group. Please contact Jeannine zumBrunnen
829-2177-zummyb@brainerd.net or Brenda Johnson
831-9725– brensid@brainerd.net. Check our website at
www.shawlministry.com for more information.
Soup Kitchen - Serving meals at Sharing Bread Soup
Kitchen (923 Oak St., Brainerd), first Sunday of each
month at 11:00 a.m. - To volunteer, contact Nancy Smith
(820-4273) or sign up on the clipboard in the Narthex.

Connecting to Each Other
Sunday Evening Book Discussion Group meets on
alternating Sundays at 6:30 p.m. (Sept. - May). All book
lovers are welcome. Contact: Jerry Kuehn at
218-820-8566.
Monday Afternoon Book Group will meet at 1:00 p.m.
each Monday (Sept. - May). For more information contact
Nancy Smith 820-4273.
Tuesday Morning Book Group This group meets on the
1st and the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9:00 a.m. and
focuses on studying biblical books to expand our
knowledge of the Bible and grow in faith. Contact Claire
Rud at paulclairerud@msn.com.
Caring Friends Ministry - Find out how to become a
Caring Friend or to receive this ministry as you navigate
life transitions. Meets the fourth Monday of each month at
7:00 p.m. Contact Jeannine zumBrunnen 829-2177
zummyb@brainerd.net
LOL Ministry Teams - Congregational Life, Children’s
Education, Adult Education, Evangelism, Finance,
Property, Social Concerns, Stewardship, Worship, Youth Pastor Erika 828-9374 erika@lolbaxter.org
LOLLY (Lots of Living Left Yet) - Meets the third
Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m. for ages 55+
(Sept-May). For more information contact Mary Anderson
at 330-6171, maryteda@charter.net.
Wednesday Night Supper Prep & Serving - Assist with
cooking and serving of our Wednesday evening meal.
Contact the church office at colleen@lolbaxter.org.
Those Older Folders - Our energetic group meets every
Friday at 10:05 a.m. to fold bulletins for the Sunday
services.
For updated information on the above events,
check out our website:
http://www.lolbaxter.org

Newsletter Team
Editor: Colleen Bush. Please send all Newsletter articles
to: colleen@lolbaxter.org.
The Good News is published monthly.
Articles for the March Newsletter
are due February 17.
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Daily Prayers and Staff
The Scripture tells us to pray for each other (James 5:16).

Lord of Life Office & Program Staff

As a body we pray for our congregation, alphabetically
rotating through our church family on an annual basis.
Each week we will pray for specific Lord of Life families.
Although you may not know each member of our
congregation, our God listens to the prayers we bring on
each other‘s behalf before his throne. Please make a
commitment to include your brothers and sisters at Lord
of Life Lutheran Church in your daily prayers.
February 2-8
Andrea & Mike Anderson
Alyssa Daniels
Nicole & Bart Harmer
Gary & Betty Krall
Cheryl Plouffe
Greg & Cindy Swenson

Ministry Operations Manager
Anne Laechel
anne@lolbaxter.org
Sr. Pastor’s Ministry Assistant
Colleen Bush
colleen@lolbaxter.org
Youth Director
Tim Slinger
tim@lolbaxter.org
Senior Choir Director
Sarah Aamot
sarah-lundin@hotmail.com
Parish Nurse
Deb Bergstrom
deb@lolbaxter.org
Cassy Borgen & Ryan Blum Custodians
Karen & Paul Erickson
John & Jeanni Foss
kde12112@gmail.com
Paul & Sally Jacobsen
Worship Director
Jennifer Person
jennifer.person@lolbaxter.org
David & Michelle Malchow
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Susan Rioux
Maggie & Troy Schilling
susan@lolbaxter.org

February 9-15
Travis & Tracy Banks
Alan & Dawn Genz
Brett & Megan Johnson
Sara Meier & Arnie Akkerman
Nancy & Rick Redshaw
Kenneth & Nicole Toole

Perry & Cindy Bunting
Kala & Guy Henkensiefken
Helen Landecker
Ashley Oehrlein
Jan & Charlie Sheets

February 16-22
Lilja & Jeff Behr
Lynda & Michael Erickson
Kurt & Lori Hoelzel
Dennis & Deb Lasher
Mike & Bev Owen
Jennifer & Dale VanHorn

Kent Carlson
Troy & Lori Gratke
Bob & Janine Kelling
Eda & Chad Morlock
Dick & Carol Rodseth

February 23-29
Thomas Besmehn
Justin Filas & Nicole Lasher-Filas
Mary Jo Kobes
Mel & Sonja Nefstad
Jeremy Ryder
Jean & George Wegen

Gary & Jeanine Christiansen
Chris Halvorson
Whitney & Jack Luke
Connie Peterson
Kelly & Alicia Story

Dear Lord of Life Church,
Thank you for your donation of $700 to Sharing
Bread Soup Kitchen.
Your generous gift of money helps pay for 60-80
meals per day, served Monday thru Saturday at
5:30 pm, in our facility located at 923 Oak Street in
Brainerd, Minnesota.
With Gratitude,
Glen Gustafson
Treasurer
Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen

Thank you!
Your generosity towards the Fuel Up Forestview
Pantry is greatly appreciated! We are so thankful
and amazed by the continued support and
generosity of the community on behalf of our
students. Your contribution will go directly to the
pantry to aide in the continued success of our
students and our community.
Again, thank you so much!
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Kelly Gorvin, Morgan Kohout
Kyle Bisek, Stacy Halbersma, Christa Miller,
Hannah Rud, Nathan Rud, Nicole Rud
Tracy Banks, Eric Ding, Christian Kadolph, Jackie
Tyrrell, Madelyn Smith
Brianna Hansch, Guy Kelm, Tennyson Kelm,
Greta King, Nate Mogensen, Heidi Strus
Lance Borgstrom, Kurt Porter, Jamie Wallace
Quinn Budnick, Bob Joyce, Owen Robertson,
Anne Ness, Bonnie Shipman-Banks, Andi White
Michelle Blong, Ed Ott, Jared Rubado
Shirley Carper, Alec Haug, Mikaela Kadolph
Troy Gratke, Dawson Hughes, Ethan Marichalar,
Beth Selinger
Tiffany Femling, Daniel Fromm, Pat Kiffmeyer,
Devin Knopf, Heidi Lindgren, Elsa McCool, Katie
Rangen, Ashley Sjostrom
Ava Borchert, Valerie Jones, Cooper Larson, Ellie
Mattson, Peter Mithun, Olivia Orlowski, Donna
Salli, Will Stolski
Kayla Grady-Toole, Richard Koop, Tyler Jensen,
Ashton Peterson, Sophia Singh
Jessica Haapajoki, Keenan Hodge
Beau Coonfield, Kayla Rauen, Claire Rud
Easton Schilling, Brian Wallace
Ryder Filas, Dick Lyscio
Frankie Burton, Cole Harmer, Cade Rosenwald,
Olivia Schilling
Gary Hoglin, Tom Koop, Drew Larson, Keaton
Riley, Frank Ruzich, Denise Sundquist, Marilyn
Tuma
Ariadne Riley
Jama Davidson, Geoff Gorvin, Reve Grams, Maria
Orlowski, Ella Owens
Chris Ford, Bonnie Henningson, Annah Swanson
Hailey Allard, Danise Miller, Thea Shogren, Terry
Strus, Fern Sundquist
Andy Dwyer, Brynn Haapajoki
Emmy Holcomb-Smith, Sherlynn Kretzman
Mike Bush, Kaysie Carlson, Lori Hodge, Libby
Kempf, Brian Kingsley, Karlene Lind, Bobby Rude
Chase Bunting, Gavin Bunting, Doug Erickson,
Emery Gehrke, Joe Kadolph, Audrey Nelson
Charles Bahr, Joyce Mueller
Monica Clink

2/2 Terry & Heidi Strus
2/9 Roland & Marie Anderson✞
2/14 Thomas & Terri Getty
Dan & Judy Shire✞
2/19 Len & Diane Flesher
2/22 Troy & Karen Skarolid❖
2/26 Chuck & Steve Olson❖
Irv & Rony Tollefson✞
2/28 Glen & Elaine Kraemer❖
Darren & Sarah Larson
❖=Celebrating 24-49 years!
✞=Celebrating 50 years or more!

Lord of Life will be hosting a Blood Drive on
Friday, February 7, from 12 pm to 5 pm. Sign up
at redcrossblood.org.

Dear Lord of Life Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your recent gift of $515 to the
ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA).
As a church, we share the vision of a world
experiencing the difference God’s grace and love
in Christ makes for all people and all creation.
With your gifts to ELCA ministries, you are
putting God’s love into action - living faithfully,
witnessing bolding, serving joyfully and giving
humbly.
Your generosity embodies God’s grace by
equipping leaders, positioning communities to
grow and spreading the good news of Christ’s
love far and wide. Thank you for you
commitment to the Gospel.
With gratitude,
Rachel Wind
Executive for Development
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6190 Fairview Rd
Baxter, MN 56425-8285

We filled 75 Blessing Bags at our recent BLAST event on January 26 and 25 bags at our Club 56 Class on January
22. These bags were given to Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen and Lutheran Social Services. What a true blessing
these bags were for those in need in the Brainerd Lakes Area.
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Behind the Scenes

