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When it was evening on that day . . .and the doors of the house where the disciples met were locked for
fear . . . Jesus came and stood among them as said, “Peace be with you.”
– John 20:19
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We have a long ways to go before we even get to Easter, yet these post resurrection images
of the disciples keep coming to me. Their teacher, friend, leader, savior has been crucified
and his tomb found empty. There have been witnesses to his resurrection and encounters
with his risen life, yet the disciples find themselves locked away in fear and trembling.
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Undoubtedly, I keep being drawn to this story because of our current reality as we attempt to
slow the spread of COVID-19 in our country and community. We find ourselves locked away,
huddled together in our homes and afraid. Afraid of the outside world – afraid of contributing
to the spread of the virus – afraid that someone will spread it to us – afraid that life will never
feel normal again – afraid that everything is going to change – afraid that we will lose a loved
one and they will die alone – afraid that there won’t be enough resources when we need
them – afraid that some are going without food and warmth and love right now – afraid that
kids and teens will be lost in the transition to online/distance learning – afraid that our
economy will suffer too drastic a blow – afraid that our business won’t survive – afraid our
life-style will have to shift – afraid that our retirement savings won’t be there when we need
it - afraid, afraid, afraid.
It’s so very important to name our fears, to sit with them and honor them. That’s what the
disciples were doing . . . feeling what they were feeling. And into the midst of their fear, into
the midst of their locked spaces, into their social isolation, Jesus appears. He lets himself in
without permission or even request. He just shows up and offers himself as an antidote of
peace to their fear, as a balm for their wounds, as a way to move out of their locked spaces
and into freedom and hope.
This is how Jesus operates and how he works, showing up in the midst of our fears and
hiding places and inviting us to hope again, to live again, to be free.
I realize it might still be awhile before we feel free to gather in worship, before we feel free to
reach out a hand in peace or offer a hug, before we feel free to place bread and wine in one
another’s hands as an offering of love and grace. The promise of the Risen Christ is that into
whatever our current reality is, there Jesus is with arms spread to gather us up, with his
hands reaching out to offer us peace with his very body, and to grace us with sustenance for
the journey.
You are not alone and your fears are not the only reality. Huddle together, stay safe, feel
what you feel, but let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.
With you in Christ,
Pastor Erika

Sunday’s Lessons
April 5 - Palm Sunday
Psalm 118:25-29; Mark 11:1-11; Mark 14:3-9
April 12 - Easter Day
Psalm 118:21-27; Mark 16:1-8
April 19 - 2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:1-14; Mark 6:7-13
April 26 - 3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:1-14; Mark 6:7-13
Worshiping On Wednesdays and Sundays - We will
continue to put Wednesday and Sunday services on
Facebook so that we can worship together online.
Please check our Facebook page out by clicking
here. Videos will also be uploaded to our YouTube
Channel, LordofLifeBaxter.
Daily Devotions and prayer - Join us each day for
prayerLIFE@12:45 on Facebook. Videos will also be
uploaded to our YouTube Channel, LordofLifeBaxter.

Help make masks for doctors, nurses and health
care workers - If you would like to help sew masks for
healthcare workers there is an instruction video
at https://youtu.be/9tBg0Os5FWQ.
Drop Box - Lord of Life has a drop box outside of our
doors to either put something in it for us or to get
something we have put in there for you. Please do not
put weekly offerings in the outside drop box.

Prayers for Strength, Comfort and Healing for…
Prayers for…
The family of Carolyn Devine, mother of David Devine
and mother-in-law of Pastor Erika Nilsen, who passed
away on Monday, March 16.
The family of Seth Pederson, son-in-law of Bruce &
Carol Femling. Seth had stage 4 metastatic uveal
melanoma and passed away on March 10.
Prayers for Strength, Comfort and Healing for…
Bruce Femling, as he recovers from a single lung
transplant.
www.caringbridge.org/visit/brucefemling
Our friends, members & family in the Military:
Eric Nelson
James Nelson
Aaron Sopelle
Ben Correll
Josh Haefner
If you'd like someone added to this list, please contact
the church office
at 218-828-9374 or office@lolbaxter.org.
As a church family, let us rally together and support our
community when they need it most. Consider donating
time or items to the volunteer organizations below:
• Operation Sandwich - items can be dropped off
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Brainerd or
Bridges of Hope. Items needed: Peanut Butter,
Jelly/Jams and non-perishable food items.
•

Sharing Bread - transitioning to sack/to-go
meals. Donations can be dropped off at their
location in Brainerd. Needed items: to go
containers (any size), sandwich and snack
baggies, plastic cutlery sets with napkins, fruit
cups/individual applesauces, juice boxes.

•

Bridges of Hope - They remain open to the
public. They are collecting the following items:
dry foods, personal hygiene items, soap, hand
sanitizer.
Save the Date

Lifetouch has rescheduled our church directory for
October 23, 24 and October 29-31.
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Lincoln Danial Janey
Baptism: March 15, 2020
Parents: Adam & Leigha Janey
Siblings: Lucas and Ledger

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE: IT’S OKAY TO BE HUMAN!
“An important theme of the Lenten season is the humanity of Christ. In Jesus,
God became human and fully experienced the wide range of emotions we all
encounter in life. Jesus experienced times of loneliness, sadness, hurt, anger,
disappointment, grief, and abandonment. That is part of being human. Another
part of being human is needing help from each other. God never intended us to be completely self-sufficient. Part of
God’s plan is for each of us to turn to others for help when we need it.”
The above paragraph is taken from the Stephen Ministries website (www.stephenministries.org) and has never been
more appropriate for the times than now. As I write this article, it’s still mid-March, in the very beginning of our new
reality of social distancing/social isolation. We have chosen distancing for our own sakes as well as part of our
responsibility as citizens of our city, state, country, and the larger world. Both needing help from others and offering
help to others have taken on new roles as we also do our best to protect ourselves and each other. We, especially as
Christians and as members of the Lord of Life Family, are resilient and creative folks!
Our five faithful and generous Stephen Ministers continue to support their care receivers weekly, but now the format
has become electronic rather than face-to-face. Our bimonthly peer-supervision meetings will be replaced, using
online virtual meetings, to support and learn from each other, always adhering to our commitment to confidentiality,
listening skills, process-oriented support, prayer, and reliance on the Holy Spirit for guidance.
We also pray for more LOL members to step forward and apply to become new Stephen Ministers. We will need to
wait for the “all clear” release from social distancing/isolation before we can begin training a new class of Stephen
Ministers. The need will certainly not decrease as we come out the other side of Coronavirus disruption! In the
meantime, please pray for gifted folks to feel and respond to the nudging of the Holy Spirit.
During this very strange and wholly unexpected time of slowing down, whether voluntarily or not, each of us can
support others within and without our LOL community! One idea is for each of us to commit to calling/texting/
emailing one person a day, mostly to listen to the other and to pray for each other, either out loud together or
silently after the conversation.
We are all resilient and creative folks! We are all beloved Children of God, held closely in God’s arms during this very
challenging time. We are in community with each other to a greater degree than ever. I thank God for the Lord of Life
Family of faith.
God's Peace
Lolly Kalinoski
218)829-8207 lollykadlec@hotmail.com

Mission Interpreter Update
Mission Interpreter focus for the month of April is Companion Synods. Did you know the Northeastern MN Synod
has relationships with companion synods in India, Honduras, and Russia? The Synod website has more information
about our companion synods. http://www.nemnsynod.org/current-companion-synod-relationships.html
The following statement about ACCOMPANIMENT from the ELCA website explains the importance of how we live,
work, and worship with others in the world.
“Walking and working together, we seek to accompany our companions. Accompaniment is defined as walking
together in a solidarity that practices interdependence and mutuality. The ELCA lives out accompaniment in
relationships with global companions, striving to share God’s love and participate in God’s mission together:
Mutually: All of us have gifts to support God’s mission. There is no mission to, only mission with and among.
Inclusively: We seek to build relationships across boundaries that exclude and divide.
Vulnerably: Just as Jesus became vulnerable to us, we open ourselves to others.
Empowering: We seek to identify and correct imbalances of power, which may mean recognizing and letting go of
our own.
Sustainably: To ensure local ministries last for a long time, we seek to embed mission in ongoing relationships and
communities.
Flourishing, long-term, mutual relationships strengthen the worldwide Lutheran community as they deepen our
global mission engagement.“ This concept, so different than the way our missionaries viewed their design and
practice, also works in our communities as we interact with other churches, faiths and cultures.
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As I sit here writing this newsletter article it is hard to guess where all of you will be.
It is impossible to know at this time what each of our lives will be like and how we
will be going about our days. As we currently find ourselves in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic, it has caused disruptions and changes throughout all of our
lives. With not knowing exactly what April will look like, this article will look at a
resource we will be using more as a church, along with faith exercises you can do
with your family.
April Youth Ministry Event & Programing
Please continue to check your email, our website and Facebook for more information
regarding our various programs and the status of each of them this month.
Faith 5 Resource:
Here is a great resource for you to have faithful conversations at home with your families. I encourage all of you to
find a time in your day where you can block off some time together as a family to go through this faith exercise.
You could do it first thing in the morning, around the dinner table or when you get ready for bed. Here is what it
looks like.
The Five Elements of Faith 5:
1. Share Your Highs & Lows: Spend some time as a family talking about your day. What went well or what
didn’t go so well. This is a great check-in time. Make sure everyone has the opportunity to share!
2. Read a Bible Verse or Story: You can choose your favorite Bible verse or story to read as a family or
explore the Bible together, reading a new story or verse for your family.
3. Talk & Ask Questions: Spend time discussing what did you hear in the story? Did you have a favorite part?
What questions do you have about the story? Did the verse or story connect in any way to your highs
and lows from the day?
4. Pray Together: Spend time in prayer with one another. Think back to your highs and lows from today or
the week and lift up those in prayer. You can always pray the Lord’s Prayer together as a family. I
encourage you to explore different ways you can pray as a family. Maybe it’s not always the parents
saying the prayer but your kids. Maybe you all join in for the prayer. It can look a variety of ways! Do
what works best for you!
5. Bless One Another: Go around making the sign of the cross on each other’s forehead and repeat these
words “Person’s Name: you are known and loved by God”
Zoom Video Conferencing: If we continue to not be able to meet face to face in April, you may get information
about how to stay connected with your youth groups and classes via the app Zoom. In March, we have tested it
out with our staff meetings along with Teen’s Upstream (our high school youth group). As time goes on you may
be hearing more about this app and the benefits it has for us as a faith community to stay connected.
If you have any questions about youth ministry programming here at Lord of Life and what we are up to, don’t
hesitate to contact me.

Tim Slinger
Youth Director
tim@lolbaxter.org
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church Emergency Council Meeting – March 16, 2020 COVID-19 Virus response
Present (7): Pr. Steve Rye, Cindy Swenson, Dan Tupy, Chris Adamson, Pat Huhta, Lori Rehnblom, Sarah Nesheim
Excused Absence (3): Pr. Erika Nilsen, Laura Campbell, Darcy Dwyer
Guest Attendees (1): Anne Laechel
Pr. Steve led devotions
Adoption of the Agenda – Pr. Steve motioned, Cindy Swenson seconded the motion, all approved (CC.2020.03.2)
New Business:
Motion to authorize the expenditure of up to $1,500 for the purchase of a Mac computer for
•
Pr. Steve, from Thrivent Member Directed Funds (#9045). Sarah Nesheim motioned, Lori
Rehnblom seconded, all approved (CC.2020.03.3)
•

Motion to, effective immediately, suspend all programming, including Sunday and
Wednesday Worship, and the council will be reassessing the situation on an ongoing basis.
Pr. Steve motioned, Chris Adamson seconded, all approved (CC.2020.03.4)

•

Motion that Lord of Life will follow Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations
regarding group sizes at Lord of Life, including funerals and other activities. Layne Danielson
motioned, Dan Tupy seconded, all approved. (CC.2020.03.5)

•

Motion that the Lord of Life church building will be closed during normal office hours, but
staff are available by appointment, and staff are approved for working at home as their
duties permit. Pat Huhta motioned, Dan Tupy seconded, all approved. (CC.2020.03.6)

•

Motion to authorize Council President Cindy Swenson and Treasurer Chris Adamson to apply for a line of
credit at BlackRidge Bank for the purpose of meeting current budget obligations.
Layne Danielson motioned, Lori Rehnblom seconded, all approved. (CC.2020.03.7)

•

Motion to authorize the purchase of video equipment, not to exceed $6,000, for
recording/live-streaming worship services. $4,000 will come from Video Ministry (#9480) and the $2,000
balance from Thrivent Member Directed Funds (#9045). (CC.2020.03.8)
Previously scheduled March 22, 2020, council meeting is cancelled. Next meeting: Thursday, April 16, 2020, at
6:00 p.m.

•

Meeting Adjourned

February Income

February Expense

YTD Income

YTD Expense
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Daily Prayers and Staff
Lord of Life Office & Program Staff

The Scripture tells us to pray for each other (James 5:16).
As a body we pray for our congregation, alphabetically
rotating through our church family on an annual basis.
Each week we will pray for specific Lord of Life families.
Although you may not know each member of our
congregation, our God listens to the prayers we bring on
each other‘s behalf before his throne. Please make a
commitment to include your brothers and sisters at Lord
of Life Lutheran Church in your daily prayers.
April 5-11
Rolalnd & Marie Anderson
Joshua & Sarah Decker
Dee Hoffman
Larry & Karen Lundblad
Erin & Chad Sietsema

Vickie & Larry Borgstrom
Alex & Katie Getty
Guy & Katy Kelm
Greg & Sandy Olson
Jackie & Caleb Tautges

Ministry Operations Manager
Anne Laechel
anne@lolbaxter.org
Sr. Pastor’s Ministry Assistant
Colleen Bush
colleen@lolbaxter.org
Youth Director
Tim Slinger
tim@lolbaxter.org
Senior Choir Director
Sarah Aamot
sarah-lundin@hotmail.com
Parish Nurse
Deb Bergstrom
deb@lolbaxter.org
Custodians
Karen & Paul Erickson
kde12112@gmail.com
Worship Director
Jennifer Person
jennifer.person@lolbaxter.org
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Susan Rioux

April 12-18
Gina & Bryan Barber
Jim & Pat Einarson
Ian Holmes
Jazmin Massie

Elsye & Paul Burton
Jim & Melissa Grover
Rod & Deanna Kohout
Mark & Paula Parrish

April 19-25
Kimberly Bell
Leigha & Adam Janey
Brian & Brittany Peterson
Tammy & Bob Stellmach

Lori Carlson
Danise Miller & Craig Erpelding
Pat Saxum
Matthew & Jenny Vaughn

April 26-May 2
Keith & Debra Binggeli
Ellen & Steve Frank
Jeff & Kim Johnson
Doug & Tammy Schultz
Gary & Iris Weihemuller

Joel & Dana Clough
Ron & Beth Hensel
Tim & Kim Quincer
Dan & Patty Sura

Dear Lord of Life
Lutheran Church,
Your check for
$5,000 for paint to
be used at The
Children’s Hospital
at Zinga will make
it possible to cover
lots of walls, interior
and exterior, when
your team arrives in
June. Thank you.

The roofing for the Maternal & Child Health
Center will be purchased next week so that the
building will probably be waiting for you to paint.
We are very excited and looking forward to seeing
you at Zinga.
Mikidad is 4 years old
and his parents
brought him into the
outpatient clinic
because of drowsinessno other symptoms.
Mikidad’s blood test
was very strongly
positive for malaria. It is
something of a miracle
he did not yet have
cerebral malaria, often
fatal in young children. Fortunately, Coartem is a
fast and effective medication and within five days
he was parasite free.
Blessings and Gratitude,
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Maternal & Child
Health Center

Paula & Denny Lofstrom
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2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Graycen Blum, Dawn Genz, Alex Getty, Melanie
Helmrichs, Eric Jendro, Beckett Miller, Steve
Schaitberger
Gary Engelmann, Annie Foss, Luke Swanson,
Zach Olds
Elle Bruggeman, Nate Felix, Mike Fraki, Dorothy
Nelson, Pat Saxum
Arabella Dumpprope, Kathy Hauble, Lisa StrelowKohls
Deb Cervantez, Bruce Jensen, Anadell Johnson,
Mark Lange, Rick Smith, Hammy Staehling
Jim Larson, Lindley Mithun
Kim Erickson, Dorothy Karlson, Kay Rineck,
Addison Selisker, Kaylin Vesely
Carol Blowers, Ernie Bruckner, Karli Knopf, Mary
Jo Kobes, Alison Kohout, Sawyer Peterson
Ron Meyer
Hayden Carlson, Jocie Daniels, Simon Foss,
Keaton Walkowiak
Katie Erickson, Abby Larson, Lynn Miller
Avery Davidge, Ethan Koering, Maura Halverson,
Lauren Rud, Evan Shogren
Jerry Bruggeman, Arlo Hill, Lucas Hoglin
Pat Einarson, Daniel Nowacki, Kelcie Parrish,
Jolene Parks
Mari Devine, Mike Marlatt, Liam Milloch, Nick
Peterson
Jon Belanger, Luke Jacobsen, Mike Patrick
Everett Grams, Bunny Window, Drew Whitlock,
Ethan Wolfe
Gladi Eschenbacher, Courtney Osbakken, Caspian
Wagner
Ellie Hughes, Sandy Jensen
Debra Kron, Mel Nefstead
Jim Benson, Phyllis Campbell, Don Narveson,
James Nelson, Rick Redshaw, Kathryn Tibbetts
Roland Anderson, Deb Bergstrom, Kelsey
Binggeli, Carter Workman
Megan Christenson, Todd DeBoer, Amanda
Myran, Caleb Patrick, Tara Smith
Tim Caughey, Eric Nelson, Amber Taylor
Hannah Drietz, Dalen Hodge, Sophia Hohman,
Jana Shogren
Emily Bastian, Troy Fink, Ryan Goos, Ila Sanow,
Sharon Syvertson, Nancy Swenson
Dustin Christenson, Lucas Janey, Blake Smith
Irene Christofferson, AJ Gratke, Ron Hensel,
Carlene Lange
Simon Erickson, ReNee Leonard, Charlie Rude,
Eric Rude, Iris Weihemuller
Levi Aadland, Kari Campion, Josh Freelove, Marcie
Krall, Walker Peterson, Austin Rubin

4/3
4/5
4/7
4/11
4/12
4/16
4/17
4/19
4/20
4/23
4/26
4/28
4/29

Dalen & Lori Hodge❖
Dustin & Megan Christenson
Tim & Kaarin Hanske
Bob & Maxine Fromm❖
David & Renae Goos❖
Bruce & Sandy Jensen❖
Tom & Lisa Patrick❖
Pat & Raquel Kiffmeyer
Rod & Deanna Kohout❖
Roger & Leisha Tietz❖
Mark & Carlene Lange❖
Troy & Lori Fink❖
Allen & Becky Braak
Chris & Kim Erickson
Wayne & Aleatha Knopf
Paul & Glenda Hoheisel❖
❖=Celebrating 24-49 years!
✞=Celebrating 50 years or more!
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6190 Fairview Rd
Baxter, MN 56425-8285

Thank you to Kevin Olson who painted this beautiful map of the world for us. The map was used
as one of our prayer stations during Lent and will be used throughout the year.
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Behind the Scenes

