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As you, therefore, have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him,  
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith,  

just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. --Colossians 2:6-7 

In this passage, Paul hearkens back to the early days of the Christian mission to the 
people at Colossae. He writes to them out of uncertainty over whether they will stay firmly 
connected to Christ Jesus the Lord, or whether they will drift away. This is his chief 
concern. Paul perceives them to be in a moment the Bible calls a "Kyros moment." It's a 
moment that is critical. It is a time when much can be gained, but also much can be lost. 
Indeed, Paul is concerned that the Colossians will lose everything if they lose Christ Jesus 
the Lord. He draws on several images to help ground them where they are. 

They are rooted. 

They are built up. 

They are established. 

We too are rooted, people. Rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Rooted in the creation and 
bound to it. Rooted in a place where the active and alive Holy Spirit can animate us in 
marvelous ways. 

We too are built up. That word evokes the image of a building that is taking shape as it is 
gradually being constructed. We are a work in progress. The good news is that God has 
and continues to build upon us. Something that is true in normal times. Something that is 
especially true in COVID times. And just like when a building is built, there often are 
revelations that take place. Revelations that reveal the intent of the architect before it all 
began. I feel that we too are in a time of revelation as our building up continues. Let us be 
delighted and surprised at what takes shape. 

We too are established. In the Bible, that word is a legal word and it alludes to a contract 
that has been ratified and made binding. It speaks of an enduring relationship and 
enduring commitment that will outlast the storms of persecution and doubt. 

In times like these, it's good to remember how we have been rooted, and built up, and 
established since the very beginning of the mission here in Baxter, Minnesota. It's 
important to remember what truly matters from our heritage when so much of what we 
had taken for granted in our life together - we no longer. Since the very beginning, people 
have mattered. We have sought to be family together.

Which makes it all the more painful for me to share with you the sad news that our own 
Colleen - a beloved presence in our office - has informed me of her intent to resign 
effective July 3rd. We wish her well in her new endeavor and are "Abounding in 
Thanksgiving" for all that she brought to our staff and congregation. She will be greatly 
missed. 

Blessings! 

+ Pr. Steve
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Worshiping on Wednesdays and Sundays - Worship 
services are available on Facebook (click here), and 
YouTube (click LordofLifeBaxter), and can also be 
accessed by visiting lolBaxter.org. 

Daily Devotions and Prayer - Join us each weekday 
for prayerLIFE@12:45 on Facebook. Videos will also 
be uploaded to our YouTube Channel, 
LordofLifeBaxter. 

Prayers for our friends, members & family in the 
Military: 

Eric Nelson 
James Nelson 
Aaron Sopelle 

Ben Correll 
Jacob Haefner 
Josh Haefner 

If you'd like someone added to this list, please 
contact the church office 

at 218-828-9374 or office@lolbaxter.org.
Ella Mae Kulzer 

Baptism: May 16, 2020 

Siblings: Grace & Marie Kulzer 

Parents: Mike & Michelle Kulzer

Are you receiving the Good News Weekly? Every 
week on Friday afternoons, Lord of Life sends an 
email with information about the upcoming week’s 
worship services, education schedule, and other 
upcoming church events. Sign up via email to 
anne@lolbaxter.org. 

Reading through the Bible 

As a congregation we started reading through  
2 Corinthians. If you haven’t started reading through 
2 Corinthians it’s not too late. Here are the rest of 
the readings.  

July 1 - 2 Corinthians 9 
July 2 - 2 Corinthians 10:1-7 
July 3 - 2 Corinthians 10:8-18 
July 6 - 2 Corinthians 11:1-15 
July 7 - 2 Corinthians 11:16-33 
July 8 - 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
July 9 - 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 
July 10 - 2 Corinthians 13 

Please call the church office at 218-828-9374 or 
send an email to office@lolbaxter.org if you or a 
loved one needs to be added to the Family Weekly 
prayers or when changes need to be made to the 
prayers that you added. Also, if you or a loved one 
are hospitalized, please call or email the church 
office to let us know.

Celebrating 25 Years! 

Pastor Erika Nilsen was Ordained on July 16, 1995. 
Join us in celebrating Pastor Erika's 25th 
Anniversary on Zoom Sunday, July 19.  
Look for more information coming soon.

mailto:office@lolbaxter.org
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Operation Sandwich will be distributing weekly 
lunch supply bags on Thursdays. Each bag will 
contain 5 days of lunch supplies for families, 
including bread, peanut butter, jelly, granola bars, 
fruit snacks, an additional snack of some kind, and 
fresh fruit and/or vegetables. If you would like to 
donate food items, they can be dropped off at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Brainerd. Items 
needed: 

• Creamy peanut butter (should not 
separate) 

• Fruit jam or preserves 
• Fruit snacks 
• Granola bars (chewy and crunchy; kid-

friendly) 
• Yogurt covered raisins 
• Goldfish 
• GoGo Squeeze (Fruit and veggie blend) 
• Fruit cups (in natural juices) 
• Trail Mix 
• #10 paper bags 
• Cub & Costco gift cards (for purchase of 

fresh fruit) 
If you need of a weekly lunch go to https://
www.bridgesofhopemn.org/operation-sandwich 
and fill out the Lunch request form. 

Lord of Life will be hosting a blood 
drive on Friday, July 10, from 12 pm 
to 4 pm. Thank you to everyone that 
signed up - we have a full Blood 
Drive.

CONTACT THE CHURCH…  

When you or a family member is hospitalized or will 
be hospitalized. 
When there is a birth or death in the family. 
When there is a crisis. 
When you change your address. 
When new neighbors move in near you and they are 
looking for a church home. 
When you have good news to share. 
When you have a suggestion to make or a comment 
to share. 
If you have a college or post high-school young 
person no longer living at home. 

Your pastors are available to walk with you in 
times of sadness and joy. Please contact the church  
office by phone at 828-9374 or email at  
office@lolbaxter.org or anne@lolbaxter.org 

The pastors can also be reached via email: 
Pastor Steve: steve@lolbaxter.org 
Pastor Erika: erika@lolbaxter.org

VBS – family style! 
Get ready for Compassion Camp – an opportunity to explore the truth that you are 
loved, called to be kind, and created to be wonderfully YOU.  

You’ll be given everything you need to dig into this wonderful theme – along with 
some videos by Goldie, great ideas to serve your neighbors and resulting in the 
creation of a large art project. 

Over the course of two weeks – beginning on Sunday, July 19th - you’ll have 4 
wonderful lessons on compassion! A truly fitting theme for right now! You can do the 
lessons 4 days in a row – or spread them out. Watch your email and mailbox for more 
information.

https://www.bridgesofhopemn.org/operation-sandwich
https://www.bridgesofhopemn.org/operation-sandwich
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Stories for Change: 

Monday, July 6th launches a new ministry at LOL called Stories for Change.  
Each Monday morning a children’s story is read out loud and will be posted on our 
facebook page along with a discussion video led by Guy Kelm.  The children’s book 
will focus on issues of discrimination and race. We will learn more about our history 
and be invited to have courageous conversations about how we, as people of faith, 
can both live in and help create a better and more just world. 

While the stories are most appropriate for 2nd graders and older – families of all shapes and sizes and ages are 
invited to join the conversation. 

On Thursdays in July and August, Tim Slinger and I will host a Zoom gathering for kids to check in and we’ll talk 
together about the books! 

Our first stories are:  
• SIT IN by Angela David Pinkney 
• That’s Not Fair by Carmen Tafolla and Sharyll Teneyuca 
• I Am Not a Number by Jenny Kay Dupuis and Kathy Kacer 
• Young Water Protectors by AslanTudor 

Calling all 1st - 3rd graders [and their families!] 

Welcome to the Lord of Life Summer Devotion Challenge! The Children’s Ministry team has put together a 
devotion challenge for the months of July & August! A devotional book and reading calendar will be delivered to 
your home before July 6th! Follow along on the calendar and add a sticker when you finish the devotion. 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, September 2nd for a prize giveaway for all families that completed all 
25 devotions! Watch facebook for more information on the prize giveaway as the date gets closer! 

First Communion Kids: 
I MISS YOU! I hope you’re having a great summer.  I just want you to know that we haven’t forgotten about you 
and as soon as we can worship again IN the sanctuary at Lord of Life – we’ll plan a special service for your First 
Communion. In the meantime – I hope you’ll consider listening in on Stories for Change and joining the 
conversation about how we can make the world a better place. 
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A Challenge: Jesus said he is the Bread of Life – as a follower of Jesus - buy some bread and donate it to 
Operation Sandwich. Every day – we’re feeding hungry kids and families in our community!







Summer Stretch @ Home Challenges 
Lord of Life youth entering 7th-9th grade this program is for you! Due to COVID-19, we 
have had to change our annual summer stretch program to an @home edition! Each 
week from June - August you will receive an email or social media update on service 
challenges and scripture passages to reflect on. Send in pictures of your projects to 
tim@lolbaxter.org or post on social media using #LakesAreaStretch. Five area ELCA 
churches are participating this year! 

Teen’s Upstream Update (Youth Group for grades 9th-12th) 
Stay connected with us!!! Teen’s Upstream continues to meet during the summer, Wednesday nights at 8 pm via 
Zoom! Changes could be coming this month! If you are not receiving updates about Teen’s Upstream through 
email and would like to please contact me! 

Luther Crest: Bold Transformative Faith 
COVID-19 has impacted summer plans for most of us and Lutheran summer camps. As onsite programs have 
been canceled, Luther Crest and their amazing summer staff have worked at putting together an online summer 
camp experience at no cost to you! 

Through countless hours and with creative minds, they have created the Bold Transformative Faith experience for 
our families! Consider being a part of this experience and invite your friends! As a congregation, let’s continue to 
lift up the transformative faith experiences that our youth can have at camp, and let’s get signed up today! 
Programming is available for all ages! 

Luther Crest Bold Transformative Faith Programs 
July Experience (4 sessions - program meets weekly starting July 6th) 

August Day Camp Experience: Either August 3rd-6th or 10th-13th 
(Remember all programing is conducted online and at home) 

For more information and to register visit: 
https://www.luthercrest.org/register-for-bold-transformational-faith.html 

Registration Deadline: July 3rd!  

Please consider being a part of these amazing opportunities! 

August serveCAMP Update: 
Mark your calendars for the week of August 3rd! serveCAMP is available for students entering 5th-8th grade. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we are still working on what impact this might have on our camp week. More details will 
be coming throughout this month via email, social media, and through the mail. 

I hope you all have a safe and wonderful month of July! 

Tim Slinger, 
Youth Director 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
LORD OF LIFE’S STEPHEN MINISTRY IS ONE YEAR OLD 

Please join me in thanking God for our five Stephen Ministers: 
Wendy Adamson, Deb Cervantez, Pam Cook, Gary Engelmann, Julie Johnson 

These faithful and faith-filled members of our faith family were commissioned as Stephen Ministers one year ago, 
on June 23, 2019, and have been meeting with and caring for their care receivers generously since then. 

In Matthew 18, Jesus promises to be with us. That’s one of the great miracles of Stephen Ministry. When a 
Stephen Minister meets one-to-one with his or her care receiver, Jesus is present too – yes, even during the 
necessary social distancing due to COVID-19. Jesus brings the power of his transforming love to the care receiver 
through the caregiver, as well as the peace, healing, and comfort that only God can give. One of the slogans of 
Stephen Ministry is, “We are the caregivers, God is the CUREgiver.” Lord of Life is blessed by the work of our 
Stephen Ministers, and we are so grateful for them! 

Below is a collection of anonymous statements from around the world from folks who have benefitted from the 
care of a Stephen Minister: 

“I thank God every day for my Stephen Minister. I don’t know how I could have made it through the past year 
without her!” 

“Before I had a Stephen Minister, I struggled with whether I even believed in God. Now I have seen God’s love 
face-to-face through my Stephen Minister. It has been life changing.” 

“I was ready to give up. But my Stephen Minister wouldn’t let me. He kept encouraging me and gave me the 
motivation to keep going.” 

“Stephen Ministry really made a difference for me. I’d encourage anyone going through a tough time to consider 
asking for a Stephen Minister.” 

“I was alone and had no one to turn to. Then I heard about Stephen Ministry. My Stephen Minister became a 
friend I could really count on.” 

“I was hurting so much I couldn’t see straight. But I discovered the healing love of Jesus through my Stephen 
Minister. I can’t say enough about Stephen Ministry!” 

“As a man, I found it difficult and awkward to reach out for help, but I’m glad I did. I probably could have made it 
alone, but it sure was a lot easier having a Stephen Minister to talk to.” 

“I felt guilty about being angry at God, but my Stephen Minister didn’t think I was terrible. He was very patient 
and just listened and cared. He demonstrated Jesus’ unconditional love and helped me to trust God again.” 

“The best thing about Stephen Ministry was that it was so confidential. Nobody even knew I had a Stephen 
Minister.” 

“I had never felt so alone as after my wife died. I had never opened up to anyone else before. My Stephen Minister 
helped me work through the painful feelings and helped me find hope again.” 

“I was able to tell my Stephen Minister things I could never have told a friend. And she never judged me or looked 
down on me. She just listened and cared. It was just what I needed.” 

If you have questions about Stephen Ministry, please leave a message with Anne at 218-828-9374, and one of 
the Stephen Leaders will call you back.6
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Greetings Lord of Life Family, 

As I'm sure many of us are longing for the day when we can get back together, I admire all of you for your caring, 
helping out when you can, and for praying for our country and world. One of June's Health Observation topics is 
Migraine headaches, which many people experience. 

More than 37 million Americans suffer from migraines. This vascular headache is most commonly experienced 
between the ages of 15 and 55, and 70% to 80% of sufferers have a family history of migraines. Less than half of all 
migraine sufferers have received a diagnosis from their healthcare provider. Migraines are often misdiagnosed as sinus 
headaches or tension-type headaches. 

Many factors can trigger migraine attacks, such as alteration of a sleep-wake cycle; missing or delaying a meal; 
medications that cause swelling of the blood vessels; daily or near-daily use of medications designed for relieving 
headache attacks; bright lights, sunlight, fluorescent lights, TV and movie viewing; certain foods; and excessive noise. 
Stress and/or underlying depression are important trigger factors that can be diagnosed and treated adequately. 
Approximately one-fifth of migraine sufferers experience an aura, the warning associated with migraine, before the 
headache pain. Visual disturbances such as wavy lines, dots, or flashing lights and blind spots begin from twenty 
minutes to one hour before the actual onset of a migraine. 

Migraine without Aura 
• At least five headache attacks, lasting 4-72 hours 
• One-side, pulsating pain of moderate-to-severe intensity 
• Aggravated by or causing avoidance of routine physical activity 
• Accompanied by at least 1 of the following 

◦ Nausea and/or vomiting 
◦ Photophobia (hypersensitivity to or avoidance of light) 
◦ Phonophobia (hypersensitivity to or avoidance of sound) 

Migraine with Aura 
• Is accompanied by at least 1 of the following, which resolve completely: 

◦ Visual symptoms (eg, flickering lights, spots, or lines) or vision loss 
◦ Sensory symptoms (eg, pins and needles or numbness) 
◦ Speech disturbance (difficulty putting words together) 

Common Symptoms 
• Before or during a migraine attack 

◦ The feeling of well-being or surge of energy 
◦ Talkativeness or restlessness 
◦ Increased appetite 
◦ Drowsiness or depression 
◦ Irritability or tension 

• During a migraine attack 
◦ Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea 
◦ Sweating or cold hands 
◦ Sensitivity to light or sounds 
◦ Scalp tenderness or pressure 
◦ Pale facial color 
◦ Pulsing pain 

Provided by the National Headache Foundation 

I hope you have found this useful, many people suffer from Migraines and I hope this helps to explain it a little better. 

Wash your hands, social distance, wear a mask, and stay safe! 

Blessings, 

Deb Bergstrom RN 
Parish Nurse

https://headaches.org/2007/10/25/vascular-headaches/
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YTD Income YTD Expense

May Income May Expense

Dear Lord of Life Lutheran Church Council,  

Please accept this letter as a formal notice that I will 
be resigning from my position as Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator at Lord of Life. My last day of 
employment will be July 1st, 2020. 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to invest 
in the children and families of our congregation and 
community. I have appreciated your support as you 
entrusted me in this role over the past year. This was 
a decision not taken lightly nor was it planned but I 
believe in God’s faithfulness and where he is leading 
me next. 

Please let me know if I can be of any assistance 
during this time of transition.  

Sincerely,  

Susan E. Rioux

Dear Lord of Life Church Council, 

Please accept this letter as a formal notice that I will 
be resigning from my position at Lord of Life effective 
July 3 due to an opportunity that presented itself to 
me. 

Thank you for the five years of working at Lord of 
Life. Pastor Steve, Pastor Erika and the congregation 
have been such a blessing in my life and I will miss 
working with everyone directly. However, I look 
forward to continuing to serve as an active member 
at LOL and being apart of the LOL community. 

Sincerely, 

Colleen Bush

Lord of Life Church Council Special Meeting Tuesday, 
June 2, 2020 at 6:00 pm  

Present: Pr. Steve Rye, Pr. Erika Nilsen, Cindy 
Swenson, Dan Tupy, Laura Campbell, Chris Adamson, 
Darcy Dwyer, Lori Rehnblom, Layne Danielson, Sarah 
Nesheim, Pat Huhta 

Guests: Anne Laechel, Deb Bergstrom, Kurt Porter, Hal 
Leland, Nancy Smith, Kathy Engelmann, Karen 
Erickson 

Absent (0)  

Devotions from Pastor Erika  

Motion to Adopt the Agenda. Darcy Dwyer motioned; 
Layne Danielson seconded, all approved. 
(CC.2020.06.01)  

Consent Agenda, as amended:  

• TO APPROVE the May 21, 2020 Council 
Meeting Minutes (CC.2020.06.02)  

• TO AUTHORIZE payment of $961.20 to 
Kittleson Marketing for Butter Braid 
fundraising order (CC.2020.06.03) Motioned by 
Pastor Steven Rye; seconded by Dan Tupy, all 
approved.  

• Motion to Adjourn meeting. Motion by Pat 
Huhta, Seconded by Layne Danielson, all 
approved (CC.2020.06.04)

• Next Meeting: Thursday, June 18, 2020 at 6:00 
pm – Council Mee?ng 
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July Birthdays  
  1 Willy Feigum, Gina Nelsen, Roger Spreeman 
  2 Debbie Evans, Thomas Grover, Joseph Jentsch, Jill   
 Maciejny, Mike Mohrfeld 
  3 Jacob Drietz, Kinley Leonard, Michelle Meyer,   
 Greg Olson, Dave Peterson 
  4 Kent Carlson, Justin Filas, Chris Laber, Kaleb   
 Sundquist, Cam Walkowiak 
  5 Tyson Decker, Quinn Leonard, Erica Staehling 
  6 Mary Belanger, Anna Tupy 
  7 Gail Bruckner, Jenny Kane 
  8 Kirsten Aldous, Dekker Mithun, Jackson Owens,   
 Kara Patrick, Mabel Swanson 
  9 Sue Beck, Emma Campbell, Kelsey Herboldt, Lolly   
 Kalinoski, Brian Orlowski, Allen Smith 
10 Charlie Campbell, Shane Carlson, Jordan Clink,   
 Katie Foley, Brendan Miller, Brady Rushin 
11 Greg Bennett, Jason Fordyce, Hallie Sazama,   
 Gary Syvertson 
12 Francis Mulholland, Lori Rubin, Macy Speer 
13 Griffin Decker, Sarah Gorvin, Madi Miller, Caleb   
 Tautges 
14 David Adamson, Guy Henkensiefken, Kevin   
 Peterson, Danielle Sazama, Landon Sazama,   
 Jenna Swenson 
15 Lindsy Busch, Dustin Dorn, Presley Leonard,   
 Sophia White 
16 Caleb Daniels, Jeanni Foss, Gabby Jensen 
17 Eli Kunesh, Cole Sundquist, Andrew Taylor 
18 Beth Bastian, Jeff Behr, Bob Brekken, Darrin   
 Dumpprope, Parker Filas, Kira Gordon, Hayden   
 Freed, Jennifer Pedersen, Gary Weihemuller, John   
 Wolf 
19 Andrew Lofstrom, Nora King, Allie Koop, Jeff   
 Mattson, Becky Robertson 
20 Grace Holcomb-Smith, Erica Milloch, Sarah   
 Nesheim, Kari Stengrim 
21 Sophia Dewey, Emma Jentsch, Michael Jentsch,   
 Karen Skarolid, Cindy Swenson, Chris    
 Weihemuller 
22 Gregg Ehlert, Maren Hall, Sandy Hudak, Kris   
 Peterson 
23 Liam Vandenberg, John VanMoer, Jason    
 Walkowiak 
24 Ginger Augustinack, Mikael Christenson, Steve   
 Drietz 
25 Ben Barrer, Char Berns, Alex Gehrke, Sharon   
 Johnson 
26 Wyatt Bunting, Andy Campbell, Anna Jentsch,   
 Thomas Jentsch, Elaine Kraemer, Sammy Schultz 
27 Kyan Gordon, Finley Herman, Scott Kraling,   
 Amanda Peterson, Layne Waloch 
28 Lacy Busch, Kirstin Nelson, Preston Owen,    
 Benjamin Staehling

July Birthdays (continued) 
29 Bryan Barrer, Kathy Blake, Mike Cranny,   
 Bob Johnson, Elden Rueger 
30 Jacob Borgstrom, Bart Harmer, Melissa   
 Schmeck, Kari Whitlock, Tom Youngblom 
31 Avery Hardinger, Randy Heidmann, Lisa   
 Heittola, Gary Kort, Joel Staehling

July Anniversaries 
7/1 David & Corrie Jeremiason 
 Mike & Bev Owen❖ 
 Sean Randall & Becky Clark-Randall 
7/6 Jackie & Caleb Tauges 
7/7 Deanne & Gregg Ehlert 
7/8 Kevin & Elise Jensen❖ 
7/9 ReNee & Jason Leonard 
7/10 Bob & Michelle Brekken❖ 
7/11 John & Char Berns 
  Kala & Guy Henkensiefken❖ 
  Dylan & Cassie Knipple 
  Wayne & Joyce Mueller❖ 
7/12 Andrea & Kevin Carlson 
  Karen & Ruben Marichalar❖ 
7/13 Alex & Riley Hirsch 
  Neal & Julie Hofius❖ 
7/14 John & Wendy VanMoer❖ 
7/15 Maggie & Troy Schilling 
7/16 Gail & Blaine Brecht❖ 
  Keith & Jane Peterson❖ 
7/17 Kurt & Dawn Buckwalter❖ 
  Corry & Teresa Lund 
7/18 Mike & Pam Marlatt❖ 
7/20 Paul & Karen Erickson❖ 
  Jason & Emilee Freed 
  Brett & Megan Johnson 
7/21 Mike & Carol Blowers✞ 
7/22 Mike & Deb Cranny❖ 
  Todd & Marcie DeBoer 
  Jeff Mattson & Mary Zeise❖ 
7/23 Alex & Ashley Kunesh 
7/24 Paul & Sally Jacobsen❖ 
7/25 Justin Filas & Nicole Lasher-Filas 
  Rick & Karla Skwira 
7/26 Tom & Vonnie Ferkingstad 
  Geoff & Kelly Gorvin❖ 
  Jenny & Brandon Thompson 
7/27 Amanda & Adam Langan 
7/28 Brian & Randa Haug❖ 
  Mike & Elaine Youngquist 
7/29 David & Trisia Hughes❖ 
7/30 James & Beth Bastian❖ 
  Mark & Debra Jungclaus❖ 
  Luke & Annah Swanson 
7/31 Helene & Layne Danielson 

  ❖=Celebrating 24-49 years! 
  ✞=Celebrating 50 years or more! 



Summer Stretch @ Home edition 

Each week Summer Stretch kids have a challenge to do and post the result on social media. Week 1’s Challenge was to 
do some chalk art to inspire those who see it. 

Behind the Scenes

6190 Fairview Rd 
Baxter, MN 56425-8285
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