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Summer
Pr. Steven Rye
Is it just me, or have you noticed how a
deep desire to make up for this last year
is making for an unforgettable summer?
I’ve talked with many people who have
had double portions of gatherings and
trips planned for this time. Though it
has been hot and dry, I’ve heard many
express a deep appreciation for this
summer and the blessing of a lived community together.

faith family’s hopes and dreams for music during worship.

Worship is a key in a very important part
of our life together. It helps us gather
together in one spirit. It sets the tone for
It’s been good for my soul to see our
our coming to God in worship. Through
community of worshipers steadily grow music, the congregation responds to the
and swell. We’re still not back up to
sermon. It sends us out, often with a
where we were pre-covid, but we’re well song on our hearts to carry us into the
on our way. We rejoice with each new
world to bear Christ’s redeeming word.
person who does return in-building. But
we also understand there continues to
I hope that you will pray for Lord of Life,
be hesitancy among some. While we
especially now during this time of tranlove to see people in person, we also
sition. Please pray for our community’s
don’t want to pressure people to come
discernment. How our music ministry
back if they are uneasy. The call to love might support us as we carry out our
people means loving people wherever
congregation’s mission: To deepen and
they are.
enrich our connection to CHRIST, OUR
COMMUNITY, and EACH OTHER.
This next year, we face a change in
our music staffing. Jennifer Person will We’re gonna be holding a Townhall
cease her work as the Music Direcmeeting on August 8th to discuss that.
tor, choosing the worship music and
I hope you’ll be able to be there either
recruiting talented musicians who will
in person after worship. We will hold a
offer their gifts. Sarah also has stepped second meeting at 4 o’clock on Zoom.
down from being Choir Director. Both
Jennifer and Sarah hope to contribute
In the meanwhile, you don’t need to wait
to the music at Lord of Life. I have every until the Townhall meeting. I am all ears
expectation that they will be asked to do and would welcome hearing from you
so in the future.
about our music program.
These two resignations come simultane- God bless,
ously. They allow us to stop and engage Pastor Steve
in congregational reflection about our

Youth News
A Very Busy Summer:
This summer saw a return to a lot of awesome activities for the youth of our Congregation!
From canoeing at Camp Amnicon; to camping with Pastor Erika, Youth Director Tim and teens
from other churches across our Synod at Camp Vermillion; And serving and enjoying the summer here in the Brainerd Lakes Area in Summer Stretch, our youth spent a lot of time making
memories that will last a lifetime.

How to Volunteer
If you would like to get involved here at Lord of Life as a volunteer, we would love to have you!
Signing up for volunteer positions that suit your needs and interests can be done in three easy
steps and you can control when and how you would like to serve.

Step 1: Let us know!
We are always looking for more people to be a part of our volunteer community here at Lord of
Life! If you are interested in being a part of it somehow, we would love to hear from you. Once
we know you are interested, we can get you into the volunteer pool.

Step 2: Look for our email or text!
Once you are added to the volunteer pool, we’ll start sending you requests to serve. These will
come in the form of an email OR a text from 1 (833) 439-8850 and say something about you
having a new serving opportunity. Click on the link in the message.

Step 3: Accept or Decline!
You will be taken to LOLConnect, where your open requests are listed. Pick one and accept or
decline it. If you want, you can let us know why this doesn’t work for you or find another person
in the pool to make the shift. This step is very important as it allows us as a Church to know
who will be at a service to help us make Lord of Life the best it can be.
When you are on that webpage, you can also let us know if you want to only serve with your
family, what days or weeks work for you and when you will be unavailable. We are confident the
LOLConnect system will make the volunteer process smoother and more enjoyable for you.

Thank you for your interest in volunteering here at Lord of Life! If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to contact Tyler Jensen at the Church Office.

Group News
Sarah Circle returning to Lord of Life
The Sarah Circle will resume on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, complete with coffee and dessert.
It will be a wonderful reunion as we haven’t met since March 10, 2020!
If you haven’t been in a Circle before, please consider this your invitation to join us. We meet in
the Lord of Life Fellowship Hall at 1 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month from September
through May.
This group is an opportunity for women to meet for Bible Study and fellowship.
If you have any questions, please call Brenda at (218) 831-9725.

Lord of Life has huge success with 2021
Habitat for Humanity project
Lord of Life Lutheran Church of Baxter is happy
to report huge success with this year’s Habitat
for Humanity campaign.
We raised $6,000 toward the cost of building a
home for the Svoboda family, along with many
of our members participating in the construction.
Lord of Life is incredibly thankful for the immense generosity people have shown in this
endeavor.
If you would like to get involved in build, please contact Lord of Life at (218) 828-9374, or Cathy
at the Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity.

Racial Justice Group
DO JUSTICE. LOVE KINDNESS. WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD.
This was the theme of a LOL book discussion group that formed in early 2020. The book was
Hallelujah Anyway by Anne Lamott. The group pondered the meaning of this Micah 6:8 meditation. Then COVID hit.
After a hiatus while we all grappled with the virus, we started meeting by Zoom. And then…
George Floyd’s killing and its impact on our nation. We struggled. What is justice? What and
where is kindness in this world? What does it mean to be a Lutheran and walk humbly with our
God?
These questions led us to our second book choice-- “Dear Church, A Love Letter from a Black
Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US” by Lenny Duncan. The discussion was heartfelt, thorny and vibrant. Lenny challenged us deeply. We looked at the ELCA statements on
Racism, Ethnicity and Culture. We worked through the study guide Unpacking White Privilege.
We acknowledged that we needed to learn more.
That led to the next step of offering ourselves and the Lord of Life congregation a series of
seven Zoom lectures / discussions presented by local history and social studies educators. The
series explored pieces of history unknown to many of us. There were many revelations. Did
you know about the Doctrine of Discovery? In 1493, the Pope asserted the right to colonize,
convert and ENSLAVE any native person in the Americas who wasn’t Christian. Lynchings and
deprivations of human rights are all a part of our history and have been acknowledged by our
church.
So, how DO we meet God’s message to Do Justice, Love Kindness and Walk Humbly with our
God? This fall we are hoping to continue the journey, walking with our God, searching for the
path to social justice. We would love to have you join us. Stay tuned.
Contact Tyler Jensen if you would like more information about connecting with the planning
group.
Sue Beck
Social Justice Planning Committee Member

Children’s News
Lord of Life is searching for a Children’s Ministry
Coordinator
Lord of Life is hiring a Children’s Ministry Coordinator
to help live out our church mission by tending to the
spiritual growth of children and their families. If interested in this part-time position, please reach out to
Pastor Erika at Erika@lolbaxter.org for a copy of the
job description and more details. Thank you for your
prayerful consideration of this opportunity.
Blessing of the Kindergartners
As part of the Worship Service on Sunday, August 29,
Lord of Life will have a special blessing for children entering Kindergarten. This is a very special time in these young people’s lives and we are excited
to send them off and wish them well as they enter grade school.

Serving Communion
Q: What does being a Communion Server entail?
A: Communion Servers assist our pastors in providing the sacrament of Holy Communion to
those attending worship. During Holy Communion, you will head to the front of the Sanctuary
and direct people to take Communion.
Q: How is Holy Communion served at Lord of Life currently?
A: As we continue to travel out of Covid times, Lord of Life serves Holy Communion with wafers and wine/grape juice on platters. When someone comes up for Communion, you will direct
them to take a wafer by gesturing to it and saying, “The Body of Christ given for you.” Then, you
will gesture for them to take a cup of wine (dark red liquid) or grape juice (light yellow liquid) by
gesturing to it and saying, “The Blood of Christ shed for you.”
Q: What health precautions should I take before serving Communion.
A: First, if you feel ill, please do not serve Communion and let us know as soon as possible.
When you go to the front, wash your hands with the hand sanitizer provided.
Q: Do we have wafers for people who would prefer gluten-free?
A: Yes, we do have gluten-free wafers, which will be on a separate plate. A sign will identify the
gluten-free dish.
Q: Do I need to go to someone who cannot leave their spot to serve them Communion?
A: No, your station will have a plate with wine and wafers. Do not serve off these as ushers will
take it to those individuals to serve them Communion.
Q: What happens if my station runs low on bread and wine?
A: If you notice your station is running low on stuff for Communion, please notify a Communion
Assistant (We’ll let you know who that is for the service), so they can get more Communion materials. Please let them know well in advance, so we do not entirely run out at a table.
Q: Who should I talk to if I have an issue?
A: If you have an issue that needs to be addressed during worship, please report it to the Communications Coordinator.
Q: How do I sign up for a volunteer shift?
A: Lord of Life uses a program called LOLConnect to assist volunteers and staff in coordinating
who will be available at different programs. When the Communications Coordinator sends out
requests to volunteers like yourself, it comes in an email or text saying you have a serving opportunity. At that point, you can click on the link to LOLConnect and choose whether to accept
or decline the request. We must use this system to cut the amount of time you and the coordinator are spending setting up serving opportunities. It also ensures we have a schedule of who
will be serving. If you receive a request to help, please accept or decline it as soon as possible.
More information can be found in the Volunteer Sign-up FAQ.

August Calendar
Lessons
August 1
2 Samuel: 11:26-12:13a
Psalm 51: 1-12
Ephesians 4: 1-16
John 6: 24-35
August 8
2 Samuel 18: 5-9, 15,
31-33
Psalm 130
Ephesians 4:25--5:2
John 6: 35, 41-51
August 15
1 Kings 2: 10-12,
3:3-14
Psalm 111
Ephesians 5: 15-20
John 6: 51-58

Sunday, August 1
Sunday Worship, 9 a.m.
serveCAMP, 7 p.m.
Monday, August 2
serveCAMP, All Day
Racial Justice Group, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, August 3
Bugs Schmidt’s Funeral, 11 a.m.
serveCAMP, All Day
Wednesday, August 4
Wednesday Worship, 6 p.m.
serveCAMP, All Day
MasterClass Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Thursday, August 5
Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 a.m.
serveCAMP, All Day
Day Camp, 9:30 a.m.
Friday, August 6
Day Camp, 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, August 8
Worship, 9 a.m.
August 22
1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, VBS, 5:30 p.m.

22-30, 41-43
Psalm 84
Ephesians 6: 10-20
John 6: 56-69
August 29
Song of Solomon
2: 8-13
Psalm 45: 1-2, 6-9
James 1: 17-27
Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15,
21-23

Monday, August 9
Pinetree Patchworkers, 6 p.m.
VBS, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 10
VBS, 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 11
VBS, 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Worship, 6 p.m.
Thursday, August 12
Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, August 15
Worship, 9 a.m.

Monday, March 16
September Newsletter Article Deadline (Send Submissions to tyler.
jensen@lolbaxter.org)
Tuesday, August 17
Wednesday Worship, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, August 18
Wednesday Worship, 6 p.m.
Church Council Meeting, 6 p.m.
MasterClass Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Thursday, August 19
Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, August 22
Worship, 9 a.m.
Monday, August 23
Tuesday Bible Study, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, August 24
Wednesday Worship, 6 p.m.
Wednsesday, August 25
Men’s Fellowship, 10 a.m.
Thursday, August 26
Worship, 9 a.m.
Sunday, August 29
Master Class, 7 p.m.
Monday, August 30
Tuesday Bible Study, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, August 31
Wednesday Worship, 6 p.m.

Ministry
Groups

Volunteer Opportunities

• Men’s Fellowship - An opportunity for men to meet to discuss
the Bible an other religious topics,
while enjoying coffee, donuts and
fellowship. This group meets every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m. in the Commons.

• Lord of Life is always looking for
more people to participate in services as readers, slide flippers and
video and sound board operators.
Please contact Tyler at the Church
office if interested.

LoL Staff

• Master Class - A Wednesday
evening Bible Study class aimed
at helping people understand the
mission of the Church and Scripture. Held Wednesday evenings at
7 p.m. via Zoom.

• We also are looking for people
willing to water the flowers here
at Lord of Life. A signup sheet is
available on our website.
Prayer Concerns

• Les, Kathy and the rest of the
• Stephen Ministry - A ministry that Hall family as Les is in hospice.
trains members to walk with those
• Dick Lyscio who is recovering in
experiencig trauma, grief and
the hospital from infections.
more, to help them get through
it. Contact Pastor Erika for more
• Community leaders as they preinformation. The newest class of
Stephen Ministers is finishing train- pare for going back to indoor activing, with an installation ceremony ities as it relates to COVID and the
Delta variant
planned for September.
• The Prayer Chain - Members of
the Church who issue prayers to
God for all those in need as soon
as the prayer requests come in.
• Sarah Circle - A Bible Study and
fellowship opportunity for women. The group meets the second
Tuesday of the month at 1 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. The group is
starting back up Sept. 14.

• Dorothy Schmidt recovering at
Diamond Willow
• For the Olympic competitors and
fans that it might foster a sense of
global unity at this time.
• All others in our community
who continue to be affected by
COVID-19.
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How to Usher
This document serves as a guide to individuals who are ushering or considering ushering at
Lord of Life Worship Services. We hope these answer several questions you may have. If you
would like additional information, please contact Tyler at the Church Office.
Q: What does an usher do at Lord of Life?
A: Ushers are responsible for being good hosts to the visitors who come to worship at Lord
of Life. In the course of that work, ushers may answer questions people may have. They are
prepared to direct worshippers to the restrooms or nursery; they may help people find seats or
assist those with limited mobility. They direct people to communion or taking an offering plate
around. These are just some of the jobs our ushers do during a service.
Also, our ushers do the incredibly important work of recording how many people are in worship.
Each Usher should do a count and compare them with the communications coordinator following worship.
Q: How do we make sure the Sanctuary is ready for the service?
A: One of the key pieces to making sure the Sanctuary is ready is ensuring hymnals and Bibles
are in the pews.
Ushers are responsible for lighting the worship candles before service and putting them out
afterward.
Following the service, ushers should visually sweep the Sanctuary to ensure things are not out
of place or that a mess was not left in it. When they are in use, Connection Cards should be collected and handed to the Communications Coordinator, and bulletins should be recycled.
Q: How do I handle offerings as an usher?
A: Our ushers are responsible for keeping an eye on offerings during and following worship. At
least one Usher should always be able to see where the offerings are at all times. When the
service is done, two people, the head usher and a staff member, are responsible for collecting
offerings from the plates or boxes and taking them to the safe in the coatroom.
Q: What should I do in the event of a medical emergency?
A: If someone has a medical emergency at a Lord of Life service, ushers play a critical role in
the response. While the pastors work to keep people calm, we ask the ushers to assist the individual as much as possible and call 911. One Usher should greet first responders as they arrive
and escort them to the individual. While we ask that ushers help the individual, we do not expect
you to be trained in CPR.
Q: What time should I arrive to usher for a service?
A: We would greatly appreciate it if ushers arrived at church half an hour before the service begins, unless otherwise told to be there earlier or later, so they can greet people and make sure
they have what they need.

Finances

How to Usher cont.
Q: Who should I talk to if I have an issue?
A: If you have an issue that needs to be addressed during worship, please report it to the Communications Coordinator.
Q: How do I sign up for a volunteer shift?
A: Lord of Life uses a program called LOLConnect to assist volunteers and staff in coordinating
who will be available at different programs. When the Communications Coordinator sends out
requests to volunteers like yourself, it comes in an email or text saying you have a serving opportunity. At that point, you can click on the link to LOLConnect and choose whether to accept or
decline the request. We must use this system to cut the amount of time you and the coordinator
are spending setting up serving opportunities. It also ensures we have a schedule of who will be
serving. If you receive a request to help, please accept or decline it as soon as possible. More
information can be found in the Volunteer Sign-up FAQ.
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