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November 2023

Worship Reflections

As I write this, the leaves
on the trees are changing
and the colors surrounding
us are in full glory. Itis a
time when change brings
unexpected beauty and a
tribute to God’s wonderfully
created world. It is a time of
change and wonder.

This fall, we have changed
our worship schedule and
formats to provide more op-
tions for our congregation.
We will now have two wor-
ship services on Sundays: a
traditional service at 8:30am
and a contemporary service
at 10:30 am with a Commu-
nity Hour in between.

The traditional service
will follow a traditional lit-

urgy, with hymns, prayers,
a sermon, and communion.
The contemporary service
will have a more modern
feel, with contemporary mu-
sic, praise songs, commu-
nion, and a message.

We have received good
feedback from members
about these changes, and
we appreciate your input.
The comments are collected,
considered at staff meetings
and council meetings as we
make decisions about future
worship services.

Please be aware that we
are still in what I would
call the “testing phase,” so
please be patient as we make
adjustments.

We are grateful for the
spirit in which people have
entered into these changes.
Even when people give feed-
back that could be described
as negative, it is always done
in a way that makes it clear
that everyone wants a strong
and vibrant worship experi-
ence.

We believe that these
changes will allow us to
better meet the needs of our
congregation and provide a
more welcoming and inclu-
sive worship environment. ::
Thank you for your partner-
ship in the gospel. We look
forward to seeing you on a
Sunday soon.

- Pastor Steven Rye

All Are Welcome
In This Place

Y
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November Readings

First Readings

November sth
Micah 3:5-12

November 12th
Amos 5:18-24

November 19th
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

November 26th
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Psalms

November sth
Psalm 43

November 12th
Psalm 70

November 19th
Psalm 90:1-8, 12

November 26th
Psalm 95:1-7

Second Readings

November sth
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13

November 12th
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

November 19th
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

November 26th
Ephesians 1:15-23

Gospel Reflections

Matthew
23:1-12
Jesus encourages his dis-
ciples to obey the words of
Moses they hear from their
teachers but to shun the hy-
pocrisy and pretension of

those who do not practice
what they teach.

Matthew
25:1-13
Jesus tells a parable about
his own second coming, em-

phasizing the need for readi-
ness at all times.

Matthew
25: 14-30

Jesus tells a parable about
his second coming, indicat-
ing that it is not sufficient
merely to maintain things as
they are. Those who await
his return should make good
use of the gifts that God has
provided them.

The Good News At Lord of Life

Gospel Readin

November sth
Matthew 23: 11

November 12th
Matthew 25:1-13

November 19th
Matthew 25:14-3

November 26th
Matthew 25:31-4

Matthew
25:31-46

Jesus compares himself
to a king who moves among
his subjects to see how he is
treated: what is done for the
least of those who belong to
his family is truly done for
him.

Thanks to everyone who contributed
to our “New Beginnings”
Advent Devotional

Releases Sunday, Nov. 19th
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Youth Ministry Update

Christmas is right around
the corner. Do you have
some gently used Christmas
Decor you no longer need?
Looking to change up some
decor or add to you collec-
tion?

We invite you to our
Christmas Décor and Bake
Sale happening Saturday,
November 18th 9 am to 3
pm!

If you are interested in do-
nating gently used items you
may do so Sunday, Novem-
ber 12th- Wednesday No-
vember 15th. Money raised
from the sale will support
the summer youth trip to the
ELCA National Youth Gath-
ering in New Orleans!

Tim Slinger,
Youth Director

Youth
Gathering

Lord of Life will be join-
ing congregations and their
youth from across the NE
MN Synod at Cragun’s for
the All Youth Gathering in
November! This year’s fo-
cus is on the Ten Command-
ments with Keynote Speak-
er Agape! Registration is
closed for this event but we
look forward to sharing pic-
tures and stories with all of
you!




Micah

He has told you, O mor-
tal, what is good; and what

Group

Dear church,
As Lutherans, we are ac-

does the Lord require of customed to holding tension

you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?
Micah 6:8 NRSV

As this is being writ-
ten, the world is holding its
breath to see what happens
next. Hamas has brutally
attacked Israel and Israel
is poised on the border of
northern Gaza, threatening
massive retaliation. Over
a million people have been
told to flee before the im-
pending destruction of the
area. It is difficult to imag-
ine the fear, chaos, trauma,
loss of life and devastation
this new conflict will bring.
And the war in Ukraine
continues on. And Myan-
mar. And many other places
around the world.

As we watch in horror,
what does our church have
to say to us that will guide
us through the ensuing
days? The following is a
letter from Rev. Elizabeth
Eaton, Presiding Bishop of
the ELCA:

“My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from
helping me, from the words
of my groaning?” —Psalm
22:1

between two truths. Thus
the ELCA denounces the
egregious acts of Hamas,
acts that have led to un-
speakable loss of life and
hope. At the same time the
ELCA denounces the indis-
criminate retaliation of Is-
rael against the Palestinian
people, both Christian and
Muslim.

For the past week we have
borne witness to the horrors
of the escalating crisis be-
tween Israel and Hamas.
We also watch a growing
humanitarian crisis in Gaza
as Israel blocks food, water,
fuel and medical supplies
and as airstrikes continue
to cause unbearable civilian
casualties ahead of a just
announced ground assault.
We see Israelis and families
around the world in the ag-
onizing wait for word about
the fate of loved ones killed
or taken hostage by Hamas.
We are in anguish, grieving
and praying for all people
who are living in trauma,
fear and uncertainty.

Among us are Pales-
tinian Lutherans who are
fearful for their families,
their communities and their
homeland. In our commu-
nities we have Jewish and
Muslim neighbors, who are

It is difficult to find words
that suffice in the complex-
ity of this moment, and in
the web of relationships that
bind us together, as church,
with the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land and our
interreligious partners. Yet
God has called us to be a
people who stand with oth-
ers amid suffering.

We must also call a thing
a thing. The power exert-
ed against all Palestinian
people — through the oc-
cupation, the expansion of
settlements and the esca-
lating violence — must be
called out as a root cause
of what we are witnessing.
We are committed to our
long-standing accompani-
ment of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land.

The God who liberates us
calls us to be a liberating
witness. May it be so.

In Christ,
The Reverend Elizabeth
Eaton

Presiding Bishop, Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of
America

Lord of Life members:
Please pray for peace. Be
kind. Love one another. And
help those who are suffering

also facing the horrors of when and where you can.

this crisis and its impact on
their loved ones.

The Good News At Lord of Life
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Fall Generosity
Campaign

Fall is the time of year

when we invite you to think

intentionally about our min-

istries here, and what you

might be willing to give in
support of them.

This year, Lord of Life is
focusing our Fall Generosity
Campaign on two themes.
The first is from our four-
year cycle, with this year’s
call being to “Live Coura-
geously.”

The second theme, con-
taining much of the ideas
our pastors will preach on in
the series, is the idea of “You
Have Heard It Said...”

With these combined
themes, we hope to move
forward as congregation

with courage and convic-
tion, ignoring those who you
have heard say our work is
not worthwhile, or that it is
not possible.

At the end of this series
(Sundays Oct. 15, 29, Nov.
12 & 19) We will invite you
to turn in pledge cards with
your planned giving to Lord
of Life in the following year.

If you would prefer to
adjust your giving online,
we can also help you get set
up using our Aplos payment
service.

God Bless!

Page s

Financial Report

Actual YTD Offerings

Actual YTD Budget

Annual Offering Budget

$0K

$66.9K $1338K $200.6K $267.5K §334.4K $401.3K $468.1 K

LORD OF LIFE OFFERINGS
2 months ending September 30, 2023

$535 K

$170k

$150k

$130k

$110k

590k

570k

$50k

$30k

$10k

Last Yr YTD Actual

General Fund Income & Expense

Last Year - July 1, 2022-September 30, 2022
This Year - July 1, 2023-September 30, 2023

YTD Contributions

$109.2k

YTD Contributions

YTD Actual

YTD Contributions

$116.k

Last Yr YTD Actual
YTD Expenses
$116.9k

YTD Expenses

YTD Actual
YTD Expenses
$131.8k
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Wednesday, November 1
Women’s Bible Study, 1 pm
Hunter Blessing & Meal, 5:15 pm
Worship w/ Conf., 6:30 pm
Club 56, 7:15 pm
Teen’s Upstream, 8 pm

Sunday, November 12
Traditional Worship, 8:30 am
Community Hour, 9:30 am
Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am
Noisy Olffering Sunday

Monday, November 13
Grief Support Group, 1:30 pm
Grief Support Group, 6 pm

Thursday, November 2
Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 am
Parkinson’s Support Group, 1 pm

Tuesday, November 14
Bible Study, 9 am
Sarah Circle, 1 pm

Friday, November 3
Men’s Breakfast, 7 am
Dawn Benedict Visitation, 1 pm
Dawn Benedict Funeral, 2 pm

Al-Anon, 7 pm Wednesday, November 15

Worship w/ Conf., 6:30 pm
Club 56, 7:15 pm

Saturday, November 4 Teen’s Upstream, 8 pm

Lors of Love AA, 7 pm

Thursday, November 16

Sunday, November 5 Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 am

Traditional Worship, 8:30 am
Community Hour, 9:30 am
Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am
Soup Kitchen, 11 am
Cantata Rehearsal, 7 pm

Friday, November 17
Friday Al-Anon, 7 pm

Saturday, November 18
Christmas Sale, 9 am

Monday, November 6
Lots of Love AA, 7 pm

Grief Support Group, 1:30 pm
Grief Support Group, 6 pm
Sunday, November 19
Choir Practice, 7:45 am
Traditional Worship, 8:30 am
Congregational Meeting, 9:45 am
Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am
NOOMA Retreat, 1 pm
Cantata Rehearsal, 7 pm

Wednesday, November 8
Finance Team, 4 pm
Worship w/ Conf., 6:30 pm
Club 56, 7:15 pm
Teen’s Upstream, 8 pm
Noisy Olffering Wednesday

Monday, November 20
Grief Support Group, 1:30 pm
Grief Support Group, 6 pm

Thursday, November 9
Quilters, 9 am
Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 am
Martha Circle, 1 pm

Worship Planning, 4 pm Wednesday, November 22

Thanksgiving Service, 12 pm
Thanksgiving, 6:30 pm

Friday, November 10 : e
Al-Anon, 7 pm Pie Social, 7:30 pm
Saturday, November 11 Thursday, N ovempel; 23
Lots of Love AA Happy Thanksgiving!

Friday, November 24
Men’s Breakfast, 7 am
Al-Anon, 7 pm

Saturday, November 25
Lots of Love AA, 7 pm

Sunday, November 26
Traditional Worship, 8:30 am
Community Hour, 9:30 am
Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am
Middle School YG, 5:30 pm
Cantata Rehearsal, 7 pm

Monday, November 27
Grief Support Group, 1:30 pm
Grief Support Group, 6 pm

Tuesday, November 28
Bible Study, 9 am

Wednesday, November 29
Worship w/ Conf., 6:30 pm
Teen’s Upstream, 8 pm

Thursday, November 30
Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 am
Church Council, 6 pm

Do you have
an item for
the calendar?

Contact the
Church Office

The Good News At Lord of Life

November Calendar Ay

Pr. Steven Rye,
Senior Pastor
steven®@lolbaxter.org

Pr. Erika Nilsen,
Associate Pastor
erika.nilsen@
lolbaxter.org

Anne Laechel,
Business Administrator
anne.laechel@
lolbaxter.org

Tim Slinger,
Youth Director
tim@lolbaxter.org

Tyler Jensen,
Communications
Coordinator
tyler@lolbaxter.org

Paul and Karen
Erickson,
Custodians

Kennedy Niska,
Music Coordinator
kennedy®@lolbaxter.
org

Koreann Martin,
Contemporary
Worship Leader
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—

Fall Clothing Giveaway

ol

Baptism # Mms &ooﬁld Baptism of Vincent Harris Freeman
Daughter of Bruce and Elizabeth son of Tyler and Carrie
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September Council Minutes

Lord of Life Church Council Regular Meeting Minutes
Friday, September 29th 2023
Location: Camp Onomia

Present (9)

Pastor Steven Rye
Pastor Erika Nilsen
Greg Bennett

Kurt Porter

Brian Orlowski
Jessamyn Foley
Erica Dolven-Kolle
Andy Isackson
Jolene Parks

Absent: (2)
Karla Skwira
Josh Freelove

Meeting called to order by
President Kurt Porter at
7:28 PM

Devotions by Pastor Steven
Rye

Consent Agenda:
* Approval of August
financial reports;

* Approval of July and
August meeting minutes.
Motion to approve by
Greg Bennett, second by
Brian Orlowski, All ayes
(CC.2023.09.01)

* Purchase MacBook Air
Tim Slinger’s computer

is 7 years old and he is in
need of a new computer.

It was requested that we
approve the purchase of a
15” MacBook Air w/8 GB
RAM and 256 MB Storage;
cost should be no more
than $1,5000. Motion made
by Greg Bennetti; second
by Jolene Parks-All ayes
(CC.2023.09.02)

* 3K to Sharing Bread
Kitchen-Anne Laechel
requested permission to
cut a check for $3,000
from the monies collected
through the Noisy Offering

to the Sharing Bread Soup
Kitchen. Motion made by
Andy Isackson, Second by
Pr. Steven Rye-All ayes
(CC.2023.09.03)

* Authorize Anne Lae-
chel to send money from
noisy offering to the Shar-
ing Bread Soup Kitchen
as appropriate with no
church council approval.
Motion made by Jessamyn
Foley, second by Erica
Dolven-Kolle, All ayes.
(CC.2023.09.04)

* Insurance we are still
waiting on 2 quotes to
come in and need to review
all policies to determine
which policy will be select-
ed. It was suggested that
Greg and Kurt can review
policies and make a deci-
sion in selecting insurance
policy using their best
judgment. Motion made
by Andy Isackson, second
by Jolene Parks, All ayes.
(CC.2023.09.05)

* Amendment made to
the policy to allow Greg
and Kurt to execute any
documentation neces-
sary to enact the policy.
(CC.2023.09.052)

* Boy Scout Request-The
Boy Scouts have request-

ed to use the building for
activities. All children must
be accompanied by a par-
ent or guardian during any
Boy Scout Activity. It was
determined that no action
was necessary on the part of
the Council.

* Juneteenth-should Lord
of Life staff be given June-
teenth off as a holiday?
Discussion was had by the
council around this. Motion
to add June teeth as a paid
holiday was made by Andy
Isackson, Second by Eri-
ca Dolven-Kolle-All ayes
(CC.2023.09.06)

* Barrett Property-this
subject was tabled for fur-
ther discussion to be held
the next day at the retreat
meeting.

* Sacred Sites/Places Com-
munity-Pr. Erika discussed
the new law allowing tiny
homes to be constructed on
sacred sites and places and
discussion was had about
what that could look like
at Lord of Life. We will
continue to have discussions
around this as we have a

better understanding of the
new law and the logistics
around this.

Updates:

Outward:

Habitat is working on 2
new homes and needs more
volunteers. The new loca-
tion for Restore should be
opening soon.

Inward:

Faith Works Building-needs
a dedicated oversight person
who is not already a staff
member. The building may
be locked until a person is
found to do this.

Grounds:

New sidewalk is installed
ahead of the asphalt for the
parking lot. A donation has
been made for time, sup-
plies, and labor to paint the
cross on the roof. Carpet
cleaner is broken down and
a request has been made

to purchase a new carpet
cleaner for $2,315. It was
decided to discuss this at the
next Council meeting.

Youth:

Mission Jamaica-Pr. Steve
has suggested pivoting to
Mission Jamaica away from
the National Youth Gather-
ing. This will be discussed
more at the meeting tomor-
row when Josh Frelove will
be in attendance.
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Fill out an
order form
in person
or online
starting
Nov. 26th
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Advent Pray and Ponder Event
Saturday, December 9th
9-11am

Contact the Church Office at
(218) 828-9374 for more info
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September Council Minutes

Lord of Life Church Council Regular Meeting Minutes

Friday, September 30th 2023

Location: Camp Onomia

Present (10)

Pastor Steven Rye
Pastor Erika Nilsen
Greg Bennett

Kurt Porter

Brian Orlowski
Jessamyn Foley
Erica Dolven-Kolle
Andy Isackson
Jolene Parks

Josh Freelove

Absent (1)
Karla Skwira

Meeting called to order by
President Kurt Porter at
9:30 AM

Worship Hymns by Pr.
Steven Rye and Pr. Erika
Nilsen

Barrett Property: Discussion
about sale of the Barrett
Property was held. Some
topics discussed where

we; should list it and how
aggressively it should be
priced, also discussed what
should be done with the
money if/when it is sold. It
was decided to hold a con-
gregation meeting on Sun-
day, October 29th between
the 1st and 2nd service to
allow us to present our ideas
to the congregation. Tenta-
tively it was determined that
$249,900 was a reasonable
listing price. It was deter-
mined that no formal mo-
tion was needed at this time.

Policy change regarding
same-gender relationships

Guidance from Bishop Amy
was given that a policy
change of this matter did
not require us to hold a
congregational meeting. We
could make this decision

as a council. Bishop Amy
also encouraged the church
to hold two informational
sessions for the congrega-
tion around same-gender
relationships and our policy
at Lord of Life.

A discussion was held
around Lord Of Life Church
Policy regarding same-gen-
der relationships including
the history in the ELCA
around same gender rela-
tionships and the creation of
the policy at Lord of Life in
2009.

Special meeting called to
order at 2:30 PM by Presi-
dent Kurt Porter

1.) Barrett Property-no
formal motion is needed at
this time and will await the
congregation meeting on
October 29th.

2.) Policy Change
regarding same-gender
relationships. A motion
was made to rescind the
current policy as it is, in-
cluding paragraphs 1, 2,3,
and 4 by Andy Isackson,
Second by Jolene Parks
and an anonymous ballot
was collected. Prayer was

offered by Pr. Steve and a
time for any last questions
was given by President Kurt
Porter. The motion passed.
(CC.2023.09.30.01)

Closed special meeting at
2:45 PM

Many topics were tabled

for later discussion at future
Church Council meetings
including our Strategic Plan,
Five-year plan, Revenue
Opportunities, Employee
Retention, and Communi-
cation.

Closing Prayer offered by
Pr. Erika

Next Church Council meet-
ing will be held on Thurs-
day, October 26th at 6:00
PM

Retreat adjourned at 3:15
PM

September 29th Minutes
Cont.

President:

New smart TV was installed
in the nursery and now we
have the ability to stream
the service in the nursery.
The Water Bottle grant is
complete and the cooler

is in the building awaiting
installation.

Pastoral:

Confirmation has begun for
the year. Club 56. Chil-
dren’s ministry with the new
2 service format is in devel-
opment. Pr. Steve and Erika
just attended a conference
on strategic planning.

Next meeting will be tomor-
row, September 30th at the
retreat at 9:30 AM

Closing prayer by Pr. Erika

Adjourned at 9:21 PM



Thanksgiving Eve ®

Pie Social
After the 6:30 Service on 11/22
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