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For All The Saints

Just the other day I stood 
at the graveside – the wind 
was howling, the rain near-
ly sideways, the chill in the 
air somehow got all the way 
to our bones.  I often like to 
pause at the graveside before 
a burial – to tell stories and 
dwell for a time on the holy 
mystery of life and the gift 
of eternal life in Christ.  But 
not that day.  We got right 
down to business!  Howev-
er, I began with words I so 
often share at the grave – 
that I do believe it is one of 
most brave and bold things 
we do as followers of Jesus 
– to stand by an open grave, 
in the presence of death, and 
declare that there is more 
to the story – that the grave 
does not hold us back from 
the eternal embrace of God 
and that life and light go on.

  
It is that profound reality 

that we embrace as a whole 
community each time we 
worship – each time we cel-
ebrate the sacrament of Holy 
Baptism and Holy Commu-
nion – each time we light 
a candle and watch as the 
darkness is scattered.

 Which is maybe why 
All Saints Sunday, the first 
Sunday in November, is one 
of my favorite Sundays in 
the church year – for while 
we are not standing out in 
the middle of a wind-swept 
cemetery – we do humbly 
stand in the mystery of life, 
death and the promise of res-
urrection.

  
I share these words about 

All Saints with you:

The festival of All Saints 
occurs just as the landscape 
in the Northern Hemisphere 
heralds the dying of plants 
and the quiet of winter rest. 
In like manner, the read-
ings and liturgy of this day 
call us to rejoice in all the 
saints: those who have died 
and now rest in Christ, those 
who live now, and those yet 
to come.

As the church year draws 
to a close, we hear warnings 
about the end of time, stories 
of crisis and judgment, and 
parables of loss and death. 

The Christian community 
speaks honestly about hu-
man frailty and mortality. 

At the same time, we confess 
our faith in the risen Lord, in 
the communion of saints, the 
resurrection of the body, and 
life everlasting. 

While both life and death 
may bring us fear and un-
certainty, the liturgy calls us 
to hear the Lord’s promise 
that he is with us in life and 
in death. Christ has claimed 
us in baptism and nourishes 
us in the communion of his 
body and blood. Christ leads 
us to the new Jerusalem. 
There we shall join all the 
saints in praise of God, who 
has turned our graves into 
the doorway to eternal life. 
Copyright © 2018 Augs-
burg Fortress. All rights re-
served.

 
On All Saints Sunday, I 

invite you into the rhythm 
and practice of naming our 
losses and declaring a bigger 
story – God’s story! We’ll 
light candles and ring bells, 
remember and give thanks.
  
Grateful for all the Saints, 
Pastor Erika
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Ministry News
Micah Group

He has told you, O mortal, 
what is good; and what 
does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your 
God?   Micah 6:8

They Came...

People came with bins-
boxes-bags of clothing and 
shoes too small, too large, 
or no longer needed. Each 
donor who came received 
a smile, a thank you, and a 
tiny wooden heart  stamped 
with the word “love,” and 
an invitation to come and 
worship in this clothes 
shop.

People came with tables 
and clothes racks to loan or 
donate. Clothes racks add-
ing sixty feet of additional 
hanging space were built 
and donated.

People came with caring 
hearts and willing hands to 
sort, to size, to hang or fold 

all the clothing. They talk-
ed about and found places 
for interesting non-clothing 
items donated. Stories and 
laughter were shared.  And 
tears were shared during 
the week when a sister and 
brother from among us said 
goodbye to life on earth.

People came to shop for 
clothing for themselves and 
for family and friends. They 
were greeted with a smile 
and given a tiny wooden 
heart stamped with the word 
“love,” and an invitation to 
come and worship in this 
clothes shop. Children were 
given tiny animals and an 
opportunity to make use of 
the activity table set up just 
for them. All were thanked 
for coming to shop.

They came.  The people 
came.  Some donated cloth-
ing and some brought tables 
and clothes racks. Some set 
up the clothing shop, and 
some received clothing.  All 
of them wrapped in love.

Volunteering At 
The Bridge On 7th

This year, Lord of Life 
will once again work with 
the community to make sure 
everyone has a warm place 
to lay their heads in the win-
ter.

Volunteers from Lord of 
Life will help serve at the 
Bridge on 7th Shelter, No-
vember 23rd to the 29th. The 
Shelter is looking for two 
people each morning to help 
from 6:30 to 8 am, remaking 
beds and cleaning up.

The Bridge on 7th is mak-
ing a change this year, and 
requiring volunteers to com-
plete a background check 
before serving.

There is no cost to volun-
teers for this, but it can take 
up to a week to complete.

If you are able to help 
with this, please sign up at 
lolbaxter.org, or call Ruth 
Nelson at (218) 821-9168.
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Ministry News, Cont.
A Thank You From The 

My Neighbor To Love Coalition
Pastor Erika and the fam-

ily at Lord of Life Church:

Your willingness to pro-
vide for the urgent need of 
one of our residents was 
greatly appreciated! Your 
gift of $350 enabled us to 
provide the stability this 
resident needed at a critical 
time. Thank you for your 

compassion - love in action.
Thank you also for your 

generosity with room space 
for our leadership meetings.

So glad to be in the family of 
God with you,

Stephanie Pontius,
MNTLC Board

A Thank You From The 
Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen

Lord of Life,

Thank you for your gen-
erous donation to the Soup 
Kitchen. We really appreci-
ate your church serving on a 
monthly basis.

What a joy it is partner to-
gether to feed people in our 
community,

Blessings,

Shannon

A Thank You From The 
ELCA

Dear Lord of Life Luther-
an Church,

Thank you for your gift 
of $1,000 to ELCA World 
Hunger.

“From [Christ’s] fullness 
we have all received, grace 

upon grace.”
- John 1:16

As a church, we are em-
powered to love and serve 
our neighbors as Christ first 
loved us. Your gifts to the 
ministries of the ELCA help 
people around the world feel 
the power and hope that flow 
from God’s full, boundless 
love. Drawn together and 
guided by the Holy Spir-
it, we accomplish together 
what none of us could do 
alone, grace upon grace.

Your generosity is getting 
at the root causes of hunger 
and poverty in over 60 coun-
tries, including the United 
States. It provides access 
to clean water, health care, 
agriculture, livestock and 
education, and it advanc-
es peace and justice for all 
people. Through your gifts, 
you join the whole church in 
working toward a just world 
where all are fed.

Thank you for your gra-
cious gifts. You make God’s 
love real.

With gratitude,

The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, Congregational 
Generosity

Lefse Making
FUNdraiser!
Saturday, Nov. 15th - 
 
Come and make lefse to-

gether - or learn from some 
real lefse making profes-
sionals!

The lefse will be sold as 
a fundraiser for the Lord of 
Life Choir.

More information, includ-
ing times are coming soon!
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Youth Update
October Property Work Day &
Helping w/ Clothing Giveaway
On Wednesday, October 

8th our seventh and eighth 
grade confirmation small 
groups were busy helping 
with various service projects 
around the church. Our sev-
enth graders assisted with 
our Annual Fall Clothing 
Giveaway helping with fi-
nal set up. Our eighth grad-

ers moved picnic tables and 
benches, took down the 
9-square in the air, washed 
window screens and san-
itized doors, bathrooms 
and other areas around the 
church. It was a fun night 
serving the church in a vari-
ety of ways!

Annual 9th Grade Confirmation
Scavenger Hunt

This event is a highlight 
for many their 9th grade 
year of confirmation! To-
gether our 9th grade con-
firmation class along with 
their faith mentors teamed 
up for the annual scavenger 
hunt. Together in teams they 

completed fun challeng-
es throughout the Brainerd 
Lakes Area. This was our 
first mentor night of the year 
and was a great way to kick 
off our mentor program!

NEMN All Youth Gathering at
Cragun’s: November 22nd & 23rd

We have a great group of 
around thirty 6th-12th grad-
ers from Lord of Life along 
with adult leaders who will 
be participating in the annu-
al NEMN Synod All Youth 
Gathering at Cragun’s this 
month! The event brings 
hundreds of youth from 
across the NEMN Synod 
together for this wonderful 
event. This year’s theme is 
on mental health and wellbe-

ing! The event will be filled 
with keynote speakers, wor-
ship, breakout sessions to 
dive deeper into the theme, 
hotel life which is interactive 
games and fun experiences. 

Registration for this 
event is closed. I look for-
ward to sharing more about 
this event with you in next 
month’s newsletter! 

Confirmation NOOMA Retreat
During the 9th grade con-

firmation year there are a 
couple of retreats sprinkled 
throughout the year. This is 
our first one which is the, 
“NOOMA Retreat” hosted 
at Lord of Life. 

This retreat is for 9th 
graders and mentors and 

will be focused around the 
NOOMA video series pub-
lished by Rob Bell. These 
thought-provoking faith 
videos help to shape our 
evening retreat along with 
breaks to enjoy some fun ac-
tivities. 

2025 Bible Class

Congratulations to the 12 young people receiving their 
Study Bibles on Sunday, October 26th! The following 
students completed their month-long Bible Class this last 
Monday, October 20th: Taytum Hanson, Isaac King, 
Jonas Knipple, Quinn Leonard, Layne McKay, Quinn 
Olson, Ingrid Porter, Clara Reese, Eli Richters, Sean 
Roeder, Anie Rymsza, and Riley Taylor.
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Discovery Team Update
Dear Lord of Life Con-

gregation,

We want to thank ev-
eryone who participated 
in our summer Discovery 
process. It has been a sea-
son of reflection, growth, 
and discernment for our 
church. Guided by our 
Discovery Team and con-
sultants, we spent the past 
few months reviewing: 

Where we have been as a 
church?

Where we are today?

Where God is calling 
us—individually and col-

lectively?

This journey has re-
vealed both exciting op-
portunities and import-
ant challenges as we look 
ahead. Below is a summa-
ry of key findings from our 
sessions and interviews:

Highlights of 
Encouragement 

Pastor Erika’s leader-
ship is a tremendous bless-
ing and will be central to 
our future;

We are in a strong po-
sition to make thoughtful 
staffing decisions without 
rushing;

Attendance and giving 
are trending positively, 
with opportunities to re-

duce debt;

Inactive families are re-
turning, bringing renewed 
energy and optimism;

There is a strong enthu-
siasm for youth ministries, 
with recent additions build-
ing on a solid foundation; 
and

A sense of joy and possi-
bility is emerging as we en-
vision the future of Lord of 
Life;

Areas to Consider 

Pastor Erika’s current 
workload is unsustainable; 
staffing support is needed;

Ensuring the right pasto-
ral fit is critical for a smooth 
transition;

Financial momentum 
must be maintained with 
careful planning;

Sustaining energy and 
unity will require intentional 
focus;

Transparency and com-
munication need improve-
ment;

Expansion of youth min-
istries and worship involve-
ment is desired;

Small group ministries 
and events are key growth 
areas;

Our aging volunteer base 
needs replenishment to 
avoid burnout;

Leadership changes may 
bring potential conflicts or 
require new models of gov-
ernance;

There is a risk of apathy 
and over-dependence on 
staff; lay leadership must be 
engaged; and

Balancing congregational 
care with broader commu-
nity service remains a chal-
lenge.

Next Steps

The Discovery Team will 
meet with council person-
nel in the coming weeks to 
discuss pastoral and staffing 
needs. Your input has clearly 
defined the traits we seek in 
future pastoral leadership:

Visionary leadership with 
delegation and empower-
ment;

Strong communication 
and preaching that connects 
faith to life;

Relational and pastoral 
care for all ages;

Deep faith and ability to 
inspire spiritual growth;

Energy, charisma, and 
engagement with youth and 
families;

Humility and collabora-
tive spirit;

Focus on core pastoral du-
ties with administrative sup-
port; and

Presence in both congre-
gation and community.

These qualities will guide 
our search and discernment 
process. This transition 
marks a shift in our leader-
ship model, and it will re-
quire patience, prayer, and 
active involvement from our 
congregation.

We will continue to keep 
you informed of milestones 
and opportunities to serve. If 
you have questions or ideas, 
please reach out to any mem-
ber of the Discovery Team—
we would love to share more 
about what we’ve learned.

With gratitude and hope,

Wendy Adamson
Colleen Bush
Mike Bush
Justin Halbersma
Steve Schaitberger
Lisa Tupy
Pastor Erika
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September Council Minutes
Lord of Life Council 

Meeting
09/25/2025 @ 6 pm

Present:
Landen Stoen
Jane Peterson
Greg Bennett
Matt Delaney
Beth Bastian
Wendy Adamson
Jessamyn Foley

Guest: 
Anne Laechel

Absent: 
Pr. Erika Nilsen
Guy Kelm
Eric Davidge 

Devotion - Sparking Hope 
offered by Jane Peterson

Consent Agenda
Financial Report - Anne 

reported for Eric that we 
had another good month 
and came in on budget. The 
checkbook looks good and 
able to pay for expenses. 
It was moved by Jessamyn 
and seconded by Matt to ac-
cept the Financial Report. 
(CC.2025.09.01) The Finan-
cial Report is available on 
request.

Offering Counters - Anne 
has contacted Sally Jacob-
sen, Wendy Adamson and 
Brenda Johnson to fulfill 
the role of offering count-
ers. Anne has spoken to past 
counters.

Sanctuary AC - Anne 

and Jack presented the bids 
that have been drafted from 
Thelen, KA, and SCR for re-
placing furnaces and adding 
AC to the Education wing 
and SonShine Room, replac-
ing the Sanctuary rooftop 
unit, and replacing a rusted 
water heater. The estimate 
from Thelen came in at ap-
proximately $77,390 with 
$3,000 for demolition/boiler 
removal but without electri-
cal costs included. (Matt said 
he could donate electrical 
work/service). Thelen had 
been the previous contrac-
tors for earlier work done 
and currently have the main-
tenance contract for existing 
systems and have been very 
reliable. Discussion centered 
around both costs and hon-
oring past positive service 
from Thelen. Discussion 
also included the other bids 
and potential cost savings 
as compared to services per-
formed. Matt moved that we 
go with Thelen for a $78,000 
bid. Greg seconded the mo-
tion. The motion passed. 
(CC.2025.09.02)

Personnel Committee Up-
date - Jane and Mike have 
completed the reviews and 
the Personnel Committee 
has reviewed Erika. Erika 
has three individuals to re-
view. When this is complet-
ed, official documentation 
will go in each employee’s 
file. Using this information, 
job descriptions will be 
amended as needed, includ-
ing Koreann’s.

In addition, Greg re-
viewed the Personnel Com-
mittee Financial Report for 
each employee. Suggested 
rates of pay were increased 
for each Operations and Pro-
gram Staff positions. The 
different proposals for each 
position was reviewed. It 
was moved by Jane and sec-
onded by Wendy to increase 
Operations and Program 
Staff salaries by 5% for a to-
tal annual salary increase of 
$7,700. (CC.2025.09.03)

In addition, Greg met 
with Koreann about her 
current position and add-
ed responsibilities for both 
music and children’s educa-
tion. It was moved by Jane 
and seconded by Wendy 
that Koreann maintain her 
part time employment (now 
with 20 hours per week as 
moved by Jane and sec-
onded by Wendy; motion 
passed) (CC.2025.09.04) 
with an increase in pay and 
provision of benefits for in-
creased work in children’s 
education and music min-
istry. The motion passed. 
(CC.2025.09.05)

It was moved by Jane 
and seconded by Wendy 
to convert Ryan Finch and 
Cody Ewald from contrac-
tor to employee. The motion 
passed. (CC.2025.09.06)

Jessamyn made a motion 
and it was seconded by Matt 
to backdate the pay changes 
to July 1st at the recommen-

dation of Greg. The motion 
passed. (CC.2025.09.07)

Jane moved and Wen-
dy seconded that we re-
classify regular part time 
employment of at least 20 
hours as a benefited classi-
fication. The motion passed. 
(CC.2025.09.08)

Anne suggested that ben-
efited employees be given 
the Portico Benefits Select-
ed HDHP 2000 plan instead 
of the Co-Pay Plan as it al-
lows employees to visit their 
physician without paying 
up-front. Jessamyn moved 
that we move to the Select 
HDHP 2000 Health Plan, 
Matt seconded. The motion 
passed. (CC.2025.09.09)

Wendy moved that we 
hire Kossan Exterior Ser-
vices at a cost of $1,400 to 
clean and apply protective 
sealant to the Columbarium 
pavers with funds to come 
from the Columbarium/Me-
morial Garden Dedicated 
Fund. Landon seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. 
(CC.2025.09.10)

Jessamyn moved and 
Wendy seconded that we pay 
$3,000 to the Outreach Pro-
gram of Brainerd Lakes, for 
the September 14th God’s 
Work Our Hands Packing 
Event, with $1,660.00 from 
the Beyond Our Doors Ded-
icated Fund and $1,340 (of 
the $2,035) from the Glen 
and Donna Peppel Memorial 



Page 9	 The Good News At Lord of Life

funds in the General Clearing 
Account fund. The motion 
passed. (CC.2025.09.11)

Bat Control is installed. 
We are waiting for the bats 
to leave

Koreann’s after service 
Sunday School opportunity 
had an exciting first turnout 
and is looking forward to the 
next program.

Executive Update
Capital Campaign - It is 

still being planned to update 
the congregation where we 
are with the capital cam-
paign.

Discovery Team - In pro-
cess

Pastoral Updates - Fall 
programming has kicked off 
for Confirmation and Club 
56. New Membership class-

es will begin in October. Er-
ika would like to expand the 
welcoming of new members 
to having more intention-
al support. The Discovery 
Team will be meeting to con-
tinue the work with surveys, 
discussions, and the second 
phase of the Discovery Team 
will begin shortly.

Missional Updates
1.	 The Christmas Sale 

crew has scheduled their 
Christmas Sale for Satur-
day, November 15th with 
Layne Danielson and Kristin 
Binsfield co-chairing that. 

2.	 The Fall Cloth-
ing Give Away will be 
for October 9th and 10th. 

3.	 Kids will be a part 
of the property team hauling 
mulch as a part of their con-
firmation.

 

Capital Campaign Impact:
New Furnaces and AC Units!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

November 9th
Sunday Worship, 9:30 am

New Member Class, 10:45 am
Christmas Prog. Rehearsal, 10:45 am

Christmas Sale Dropoff, 3 to 7 pm

November 16th
Sunday Worship, 9:30 am

Christmas Prog. Rehearsal, 10:45 am
Club 34, 5:30 pm

November 23rd
Synod All-Youth Gathering
Sunday Worship, 9:30 am

Christmas Prog. Rehearsal, 10:45 am

November 30th
Sunday Worship, 9:30 am

Christmas Prog. Rehearsal, 10:45 am

November 10th
LAJT Creation Care, 11 am
Pinetree Patchworkers, 1 pm
Christmas Sale Dropoff, 

8:30 am to 7 pm

November 17th
LAJT Creation Care, 11 am

November 24th
LAJT Creation Care, 11 am

Stephen Ministry, 4 pm

December 1st
LAJT Creation Care, 11 am

November 11th
Christmas Sale Dropoff, 

8:30 am to 7 pm
Sarah Circle, 1 pm

Property Team, 4 pm

November 18th
Driver Improvement, 12 pm

November 25th

December 2nd
Driver Improvement, 12 pm

November 12th
Christmas Sale Dropoff, 

8:30 am to 7 pm
Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 am

LOLLY Potluck, 12 pm
Finance Team, 4 pm

Supper, 5:30 pm
Worship w/ Conf., 6:15 pm

Choir, 7 pm
November 19th

Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 am
Supper, 5:30 pm

Worship w/ Conf., 6:15 pm
Choir, 7 pm

Club 56, 7 pm

November 26th
Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 am

Worship, 12 pm
Supper, 5:30 pm

Worship, 6:15 pm

December 3rd
Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 am

Supper, 5:30 pm
Worship w/ Conf., 6:15 pm

Choir, 7 pm
Club 56, 7 pm

November 2nd
All Saints Service, 9:30 am
Christmas Prog. Rehearsal, 10:45 am
IHP Presentation, 10:45 am
Soup Kitchen Serving, 11 am
Middle School YG, 5:30 pm

November 3rd
LAJT Creation Care, 11 am

November 4th November 5th
Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 am
WBS Fellowship Event, 1 pm

Supper, 5:30 pm
Worship w/ Conf., 6:15 pm

Choir, 7 pm
Club 56, 7 pm
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Our Team
Pr. Erika Nilsen,
Associate Pastor

erika.nilsen@
lolbaxter.org

Anne Laechel,
Parish Administrator

anne.laechel@
lolbaxter.org

Tim Slinger,
Youth Director

tim@lolbaxter.org

Tyler Jensen,
Communications 

Coordinator
tyler@lolbaxter.org

Paul and Karen 
Erickson,

Custodians

Koreann Martin, 
Worship Leader

koreann@
lolbaxter.org

Kristin Binsfeld, 
Admin. Assistant

kristin@lolbaxter.org

Thursday Friday Saturday

November 13th
Christmas Sale Dropoff, 

8:30 am to 7 pm
Quilters, 9 am

Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 am
Martha Circle, 1 pm

LAJT Justice Table, 2:30 pm
Al-Anon Family Group, 6:30 pm

November 20th
Quilters, 9 am

Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 am
Al-Anon, 6:30 pm

November 27th
Thanksgiving, Office Closed

December 4th
Quilters, 9 am

Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 am
LSS Support Group, 11 am
Parkinson’s Support Group, 1 pm

Al-Anon, 6:30 pm

November 14th
Men’s Breakfast, 7 am

SMART Recovery, 6:30 pm

November 21st
Men’s Breakfast, 7 am

Confirmation Retreat, 5 pm
SMART Recovery, 6:30 pm

November 28th
Men’s Breakfast, 7 am

SMART Recovery, 6:30 pm

December 5th
Men’s Breakfast, 7 am

SMART Recovery, 6:30 pm

November 15th
Christmas Sale, 8 am to 2 pm

Lots of Love AA, 7 pm

November 22nd
Synod All-Youth Gathering

Lots of Love AA, 7 pm

November 29th
Lots of Love AA, 7 pm

December 6th
Lots of Love AA, 7 pm

November 6th
Quilters, 9 am

Men’s Fellowship, 9:30 am
Al-Anon, 6:30 pm

November 7th
Men’s Breakfast, 7 am

SMART Recovery, 6:30 pm

November 8th
Lots of Love AA, 7 pm
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